
Uliiit ir< l.'iii'l liiml NIK li iii\i>!it<ir>t iiii' ii

iiirxr f(i tlu' riiiiiitry. It Wdiihl Ntiiniiliiti'

|>riii|iic'tii>ri iiii'l iitti'!ii-t |in|iiil:itiiiii )i.v

iniikiiiK it I'lixicr to tti't ImikI t'or iiw

mill liiinliM' tn linl.l IuikI out of iim>, tlit>ri>

li\ iiicrf;i«iinf the rcvi'iiiii's. It woiilil

liiit |iri>vi" liiinlt'ii^oioc to tliow wlio iisr

tilt" ImikI iiihI imMluio all tlif vvi'Mlfli of

tlic iiiitiiiii.

The Great World Problem.

(iniitcr timii the rcviiiic (|in -lion is

the i.'iiiil question. Tlit'ro is m otiit'r

foiiMilatioii ii|ioii wliic'li wi> cnii ImiM tlu*

iilcal stiiti', siivc tliat wliicli it'i'i>(tiiizos

the riulit of ovoiy citi/.tMi to oqnal oi>-

IHiitiiiiit.v ill tlu' uso of tlio l.iiiil. Moroly
to 1)P liorii into the woiM .-oiivrys tlu>

• ""I jfivcii rijjlit of aci't'ss ti laml. The
|iniof of tliirt is, firnt: tliat man is atiso-

liitoly lU'ix'iiilt'nt upon tlit' land; st'coinlly,

the valiu' of land is always a voinniunity

value; tliiidly. tln>se who liave Iweii sluit

out froni the laud liy wronnful eeoiioiuii'

coiidifions. lieconie the slaves or ilepeml-

ents of their fellows who doiuiiiate the
soil. Nature neve?' intended men to lie

slaves nor dependents. The law of nature
is freedom, ainl freediuii itepends ujiou

free airess to the soil. Kipial op|Mirtun-

ity ill tlie use of land would lirin;: about
a free, natural, elastic conditicni of so

imlividuiil woiihl be ahundantly safe
guarded, iifTcrdintr <'vei-y opportunity for

the hiiiliest huiiiau le< I'loiuuent. imlivii'-.-

.'lily and i-cdlertively.

The tii.\ati<Mi of land values, besides
providing an lioiu'st. eipiitable and .just

way of proi-urinj; publir revenues, is also

a iiieaii" to a far j;reater end—the s"lv-

iiiK of the K'i'atest luoblem that con-

fronts the world toilny—the l;ind jirob

lem. Tlie whcde theory of human imdj;-

ress. as many of the world's jric-itest

thinkers h:i\e pointed (Ult, lests upon the

land. Tlie land is the

. Basis of Our Civilization.

Tn and on the hind we live and
iiiovr' :iiid li:!\e our beiiij;. and from the

liind we produce eveiythiiiK for our sus-

tenaiue. our c(nufort. our haiipiiiess. Xo
(Treat problem of human existence can
be settled until tlie laml question is set-

tled as nature intended it to be. and all

iia'ure seems to declare that equality of

opportunity in the u.se of l;ind is the

necessary accompaniment of ical liberty.

The liiithri«ht of every free ,.cople. .Ml

primitiM' peoples reicujiii/.e I tint truth.

If this view of thi land (|Uestion. as

presented by siiih Knit thinkers as Car

lylc, Herbert spencer. Tolstoi, Dove,

lleiiiv (ieirn''. .leflFeisoii and scores of

others of tli ' world's most brilliant

minds, backed I' the arguments of the

most noted pilitn-al (-coiKniiists. sii )i as

.\diini Smith, Tiirtiot. .lann's Mill, .1. !•'.

Mill, Kicardo, Cjiirns and others, is rinht.

then it follows that thi- socio-ecoiiotnii-

conditions vshitdi jiermit of i,-i\ate traf

ficiiiK in the eoniniiinal value of land i-

the greatest crime in the world, the chief

hinilraiice to the progress of hunianit.v

,

the main cause of the evils which afllict

the race .•iml the principal means by

which the masses are exploited for the

bein'it of the few. It is even a ^rreatei

crime than w.'ir, because war is an effect

ami not a cause. The cause i-: the e.\-

isteiice of economic ci>nditions which en

abh" the few to iKploit the masses, jiinl

these uii.just pcouomic conditions are

based on the exploitation of the land

for the benefit of the few. Is this con

vi'iition prepareil to t.ike a staihl upon
this cre.'it problem .'

The Immediate Demand.

.\s a temporary policy for war imr
poses, we slunild immediately conscript

all iiiconies and prolits over a re.'isonable

liviiiK aiiKuint. The war should be paid

for ill this way. .\s a iierniaiient iiolicv.

we shouhl start in to consi-iipt unearned
incomes, thrninrh the taxation of land

values, Kradnally increasiuti the tax and
dropidii}; other forms of taxation, until

all our public reveiuu's were raiseil in

this way. The unearned incomes of <'an

ada .are amjdy s dlicient for all ordiii:irv

revenue purposes, feileral. [irovincial and
niunicip.'il. Why then should we confis

cate the labor earnings of any one for

revenue purposes while there are un-

earned incomes which no one has a mor;il

riyht to rct.'iin .'
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