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our national character ; that the laws of this king-

dom are notoriously, and almost in every instance,

despised ; that the servants of the Company, hy tho

purchase of qualifications to vote in the General

Court, and, at iMigth, by getting the Company itself

deeply in their debt, liave obtained the entire ai;d

absolute mastery in the body by wliich they ought to

have been ruled and coerced. Tims their malversa-

tions in office are supported, instead of being checked

by the Company. The wliolc of the affairs of tliat body

are reduced to a most perilous situation ; and many

millions of innocent and deserving men, who are un-

der the protection of this nation, and wlio ouglit to bo

protected by it, are oppressed by a most despotic and

rapacious tyranny. The Company and tlioir ser-

vants, having strengthened themselves by tliis confed-

eracy, set at defiance the authority and admonitions

of tliis House employed to reform them ; and when

this House had selected certain principal delinquents,

whom they declared it the duty of the Company to

recall, the Company held out its legal privileges

against all reformation, positively refused to recall

them, and supported those wlio had fallen under tlie

just censure of this House witli new and stronger

marks of countenance and approbation.

The late House, discovering the reversed situation

of the Company, by which the nominal servants arc

really the masters, and tlie offenders are become tlieir

own judges, thought fit to examine into the state of

their commerce ; and they have also discovered that

their commercial affairs are in the greatest disorder

;

that their debts have accumulated beyond any pres-

ent or obvious future means of payment, at least

under the actual administration of tlieir affairs ; that


