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more profita* ly spent in another. The result of these

reforms (afterwards considerably extended) was that the

deficit of Lord Lawrence's rule was converted into a sur[)lus

for each of the four ensuing years, amounting in all to

nearly six millions, while through better management,

economy, and a stricter control the amount of revenue

which had to be raised by taxation was actually reduced.

One of Lord Mayo's financial ministers thus sums up his

work, ' he found serious deficit and left substantial surplus.

He found estimates habitually untrustworthy, he left them

thoroughly worthy of confidence. He found accounts in

arrears and statistics incomplete, he left them punctual and

full.'

It was under Lord Mayo that the first general census of

India was taken. He organized a statistical survey of the

country and created a department of agriculture and com-

merce. In February 1872, after inspecting the convict

settlements in the Andaman Islands, he was walking back

to the landing-stage of Tort Blair, where his steam yacht

was moored, wh^'i n. Pathan fanatic who had been following

him in the tw ^s he strode on a little ahead of his

staff, leapt upo. ack before the horrified escort could

do anything and stabbed him to death. This wild and

senseless i rime put an end to a career which had signally

refuted the ungenerous criticisms made on Lord Mayo's

appointment. His Oovernor-Generalship had lasted but

three years ; the time was too short, and the problems

with which he had to deal were hardly serious enough to

test his capacity to the full, but there was every reason to

believe that his statesmanship would have been equal

to demands far higher than were actually made upon it.

Succeeding as he did to a somewhat weary and war-worn

veteran, he impressed all his subordinates by his immense

energy and untiring powers of work. He was not content

with the portfolio of the foreign department which a Governor-


