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THE LIFE AND GENIUS OF

came from Wig Castle in Wigton in Warwick-

shire,* but no such castle has been discovered,

and the only Wigton in England appears to be

located in Cumberland.f He does not tell us

where he obtained this information, and it

certainly could not have been from authentic

doctiments,—more likely from conversation with

an English traveller. Hawthorne never troubled

himself much concerning his ancestry, English

or American; while he was consul at Liverpool,

he had exceptional advantages for investigating

the subject, but whatever attempt he made

there resulted in nothing. It is only recently

that Mr. Henry F. Waters, who spent fifteen

years in England searching out the records of

old New England families, succeeded in dis-

covering the connecting link between the firet

American Hawthomes and their relatives in

the old cotmtry. It was a bill of exchange for

one hundred pounds drawn by William Ha-

thome, of Salem, payable to Robert Hathome

in London, and dated October 19, 1651, which

first gave Mr. Waters the clue to his discovery.

Robert not only accepted his brother's draft,

but wrote him this simple and business-like but

truly affectionate epistle in return:

"Good Brother: Remember my love to my sister,

my brother John and sister, my brother Davenport and

sister and the rest of our friends.

"In haste I rest

"Your loving brother,

"From Bray this i April, 1653. Robert Hathorne."

Diary, August a 2, 1837.

tLathrop's "Study of Hawthorne," 46.
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