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Martnor Procmnesiim, Marmor CyStcum^

Bianco < Sero Antuo '

Vitruvius savs :
* In the nouse of Mausolus, a very

powHrful kiiiK of Hftlicarnassus, though all the orna-

inents are of Pnx;onnesian marble, the walls are of

brick.' ' This proves to us that the marble was

known and employed as early as the fourth century

B. c, if not before.

Pliny '^ and Salmasius Iwth mention this marble,

the quarries of which were on the island of Pro-

connesus, later calletl Marmora, on account of its

product; and the Proi)ontis became known as the

Sea of Marmora.*
The marble was also called Cyzican, lK»cause it was

so extensively emplovetl in the town of Cvzicus ;
as

also in Constantinople, where it was esiK^cially valued

and used during the reigns of Honorius and the

younger Themlosius. There are several columns of

it in the mosque of St. Sophia, which are the ^\\o\h

of the Temple of Cyl)ele at Cvzicus,' and Silf ntiarius,

in describing the marbles of tlrnt mosque, says
:

' Tiic

Proconnesian mountain which paves the whok v.i(Ie

floor lovingly lays down its back as a pathway tV>r

the foot of the beneficent Isnperial City.'^

In ancient times Proconnesian marble was serit to

Greece in large quantities to l)e employetl for >ar

cophagi. At the present day the quarries supply

Constantinople with slabs and blocks for the pave

i.ient of mos<jues and baths and for tombstones."

Some varieties of the marble are coarse and greyish,

others white, and white with groyish stri|K>s.

* Antique black and white.
' Vitruvius, Book ii (trans. Joseph Gwilt).

" Pliny, op. rit.. Book v. U. * Champlin, op. etf.

6
I»5i(j,

" Pauius Silcntiarius, vp. at.

» R. Walpole, European and Asiatic Turkey.


