Voluntary recrulting has not falled

It 18 largely Lecause undue emphasls has Dbeen
lald upon the army that disproportionate attentlion has
been directed to the questlon of conscription for overseas
service, The advocates of conscription for overseas
service say that the present voluntary system of
recrultment has falled or ies falling. No doubt miatakes
have peen made In recrulting, as they have 1ln other
aspects of our war efiori. The government has never
mede any clain to perfection. There 1ls equally no doubt
that recruiting methods will requlre to Le changed from
time to tlme to meet changling conditions of war. But a

moethod whicrn nas already resulted in the mnllistment of

230,000 men In the active army, in sddition te 100,000

in the air force and the navy in &« lgttle more than two
year of war can scarcely be called a fallure,

And recrults are still offering themselves
voluntarily for all three services. Of course 1t ls not
80 easy to get recrulits todley es 1t wes two years ago, or
even ¢ year ago. There would be something very wrong with
our war effort if recruits were still as easy to obtaln.
We have entered a period not merely of full employment, but
of actual scarcity of many kinds of skilled labour. A
large proportion of the more adventurous and of those with

the fewest tles and responsibilities are already in the




