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The fear has been expressed that inmigration 

would lead to a reduction In the standard of living. This 

need not be the case. If Immigration Is properly planned, 

the result will be the reverse. A larger population will 

help to develop our resources. By providing a larger 

number of consumers, In other words a larger domestic 

market, It will reduce the present dependence of Canada on 
the export of primary products. The essential thing Is that 

Immigrants be selected with care, and that their numbers be 

adjusted to the absorptive capacity of the country.

It Is of the utmost Importance to relate inmigration 

to absorptive capacity. In the past, Canada has received 

many millions of Immigrants, but at the same time many 

millions of people have emigrated. Of the latter, a large 

proportion were young people born In Canada, and others who 

had benefitted by education or training received In Canada.
The objective of the government Is to secure vhat new 

population we can absorb, but not to exceed that number.

The figure that represents our absorptive capacity will 

clearly vary from year to year In response to economic 

conditions. At the present stage, when Canada Is returning 
to a normal situation after war-time disruption, It Is 

Impossible, with any degree of accuracy, to make forecasts 
as to our future power of absorption. For sometime to come,
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