by Mikel Koven

emember way back to
July? Remember what
movie everyone was

going to see? The movie everyone
was talking about? Of course you
don't.

One of the few good elements
about Tim Burton’s much antici-
pated film of Batman was that it
was forgotten quite quickly, but
not before grossing millions upon
millions of dollars. And now, a
week before it is released on
videotape, the Reel and Screen is
showing . . . er . . . what was that
movie called? Oh yeah, Batman.

Three months after the initial
hullaballoo over this film, it seems
appropriate to have it reduced to
the mass market of videotape;
appropriate because the film was
intended for consumption by the
mass market. Batman is not a
movie, it is a manufactured pro-
duct, a machine.

What is wrong with Batman?

e
— Each week one of Excalibur’s film

critics takes a look at the Reel and
Screen’s weekend offerings. The Reel
and Screen is located in Curtis Lec-
ture Hall L and runs on Friday and
Saturday nights.

Well, it is a soulless, artificial
reworking of the classic comic
superhero-come-television pop
celebrity. Although the acting is
fine, (Jack Nicholson is wonder-
ful), and the sets, costumes and
gadgets are great, the film has
nothing to support it. There is a
painful absence of story, motiva-
tion, character and substance.

Some critics have argued that
this makes Batman great. That the
movie is cold and heartless, a film
without soul or substance, makes
ita great work of art by presuppos-
ing our responses and subverting
our expectations. If wanting a
story, or theme, or consciousness,
is bourgeois, so be it.

Does anyone care Batman is
being shown at York? Is there
anyone who has not seen this
product? | doubt it. Essays are
going to be due soon. Stay at
home this weekend, hit the books
and try and do some work of sub-
stance. (Batman is at the Reel and
Screen Friday and Saturday).

$4.00 at the door

McLAUGHLIN COLLEGE
COUNCIL
presents

THE
MAC SUPERPUB

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9
MAC JCR
9:00 PM - 1:00 AM

Proof of Age Required Licenced LLBO

$3.00 with a can of food

'FOOD DRIVE:
NOVEMBER IS FOOD DRIVE MONTH

Open Your Hearts as Christmas draws near.
Donations received in the McLaughlin College
Council Office.
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DETERIORATION -

-BND SPRNKLE IN A RANDFUL
OF EVERYDAY WLER-CRUSING
PRoBgms .. .

PREPARE FOR:

LSAT GMAT
MCAT SAT
GRE DAT

Exquisite Cantonese
and Szechuan cuisine
with a touch of class

r

East Moo

CHINESE RESTAURANT

738-1428
2150 STEELES AVE. WEST
JUST EAST OF KEELE

Daily luncheon special
Dinner Buffet
(every Tues. & Sun.
& Holidays)
Fully Licensed
Local Delivery and Pick-Up
MON-FRI open at 11:30
SAT, SUN, HOLIDAYS open at 4:00

SPEEDREADING

ADVANCED
MEDICAL
BOARDS

DR. ARTHUR TRAIN

DENTIST
Is pleased to announce that
DR. JEFF SHNALL
DENTIST

will be joining his practice as an
associale for the practice of general

family dentistry.
EKAPLAN | | ~oprgoics sy
STANLEY H. KAPLAN EDUCATIONAL CENTER 661 Avalsble
OF CANADALTD.
OFFICE HOURS

75 Four Winds Drive

Mon, 9 am.-8 p.m,,
University City Plaza, Downsview

Tues-Fri, 9 am.-5 p.n., Sat, 9 am.-1 p.m.

(416) 967-4733

November 9 )




