
Traditional curricula entail 
courses which are well-defined — 
professedly concrete and seemingly 
constrained within walls fashioned 
by accepted beliefs.

David Lertzman, a psychology 
teaching assistant, describes these 
courses as “presentations of the 
mechanistic world.”

I am confronted with four such 
courses in my first year. Many 
nomics, political science, history, 
psychology, sociology, mathematics 
and accounting courses belong to the 
traditional genre as well.

Alternative-style courses offer a 
more open-minded, tentative, and 
creative academic base. A great por­
tion of these courses hang on the 
ridge of extinction. Such 
may fall under all headings already 
listed under traditional courses, but 
they simply offer unique or different 
perspectives.

Why should such courses be 
offered then? One TA suggests that 
they allow the student the “luxury to 
imagine other worlds.” After all, 
isn t this what liberal education 
means?

I questioned students at York and 
the University of Toronto and found 
that many favour traditional courses 
because they are straightforward, 
and exams tend to have questions 
with specified right or wrong 
answers. This, no doubt, makes it 
easier to achieve higher marks — a 
desired result for those wishing to 
pursue graduate studies. As a sub­
stantial number of students aspire to 
graduate school, many who are con­
fronted with alternative-style 
courses are initially very 
apprehensive.

For instance, a sociology course I 
sat in on at York has abandoned the 
normal textbook used in that year — 
and one which is also used at West­
ern and U of T. In its place, classical 
novels were implemented to provide 
a different perspective. Many 
dents are sceptical about the 

Their reaction seems to bring to 
light the two ways that students view 
traditional and alternative 
Traditional courses are construed as 
normal, and alternative courses are 
looked upon as radical.

Psychology Professor Chris

Holmes, who teaches Mysticism, 
won’t be back at York next 
because his courses have not been 
validated by the Psychology Under­
graduate Committee.

Holmes said that his courses are I tracked down a traditional 
derived from ancient, esoteric tra- professor in order to establish 

ditions [which] . . actually formed sons for this situation. John Rid- 
hnLnT “Ron which [tradi- , path, an Economics and Social 

" ^ ,s based' Science Professor, was not fully
Student comments on the course opposed to alternative courses but 

were anything but derisive. In fact, as with everything, he said certain
renttSeemed lo love the courses, “parameters” are necessary to focus 
although initially they felt uncertain courses and keep them within reaso- 
about the material. Holmes further nable boundaries. In his mind 

easting traditional courses unleashed open-mindedness leads to 
eaten liberal education. an anarchistic academic climate
In response to the Holmes situa- Moreover, a university is 

tion, Lertzman concluded “it is rid- completely self-perpetuating institu 
iculous to accept the fruits of [histor- tion. It relies on money contributed
tree ” e°neS] 3nd reject the society’s taxpayers and corpora-

f tions. If courses are allowed to
al.î/n , erVI<T W'th several become increasing inclined toward 
alternative-oriented professors and an alternative style, benefactors will

TAs, I was angry and vengeful. I 
resolved to find out why the adminis­
trators perpetuate such injustices on 
some of York’s open-minded 
instructors.

raise more than just a whimper.
It is not a simple situation, and it is 

difficult to point the finger at 
anyone. Nevertheless, Professor 
Ridpath suggested that we are in a 
situation where “students are the 
main consumers of education.” He 
added, however, in economic terms, 
that it is a suppliers’ market.

The battle between traditional and 
alternative courses is far from over. 
We as consumers must decide what 
we want to learn; we must not be 
misguided and idealistic in this 
quest, though. Institutions and peo­
ple must work together to construct 
a compromise. At present, we are 
indoctrinated to accept the status 
quo, but how much bearing do stu­
dents have on such powerful inter­
plays between society’s institutions? 
Are we qualified and entitled to defy 
the present situation?
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large, unified and militant student 
response. This response can grow 
out of the OFS if it continues to 
organize rallies such as Monday’s as 
opposed to a strategy of lobbying. 
The success of this movement will 
depend on the number of students 
who become actively involved. If 
CYSF is serious about confronting the 
major economic problems facing 
students today it should have whole­
heartedly promoted the protest. 
There is simply no way that CYSF can 
extract more money from the govern­
ment on its own. If OFS tends toward 
a passive, lobbying strategy it too 
may fail. If it continues to attempt to 
organize an active movement, how­
ever, it will stand an immeasurably 
better chance than a small group of 
student government bureaucrats. 
Nevertheless, the construction of a 
movement will require the support 
of student governments, CYSF 
included. The least it could have 
done was poster and spread informa­
tion about the rally. A more active 
orientation could have included 
organizing buses and approaching 
the administration to have classes 
cancelled.

If we are not vocal in our demands 
we will all soon be faced with large 
tuition increases and ever poorer liv­
ing conditions. If a successful 
movement is to be built it will require 
the support of all the students and 
their councils across the province. 
At present, the sectarian spirit of the 
York council is contributing to the 
government’s inertia and neglect.

Jeff Noonan
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stu- 
course. pus Housing Service in August andAfter attending York for two 

months, I have found that, contrary 
to the liberal arts spirit extolled by 
Murray Ross on the exterior of the 
Ross Building, there appears to exist 
two styles of courses available to 
students: traditional and alternative.
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Congratulations to the winners of VIA FREE 
Unlimited Travel Passes: mMM

University of Windsoi;!«v.: : " • 
Trlda Frizzell “

lourention University 
(to be announced)

Lakehead University 
Noel Koog 

University of Manitoba 
Coloon Rotors 

University of Winnipeg 
Matt Brown 

Univ. of Saskatchewan 
Bob Chartier 

University of Calgary 
David Francaeur 

Simon Fraser University 
Jamas Glove

University of Ottawa 
Doniolle Foornel 

University of Sherbrooke 
Michelin# Broussoau

University of Quebec in Montréal
Luc Belanger

University of Western Ontario
Margaret Ho

University of B.C.
Laurie Brown 

University of Alberta 
Lisa Sokoluk 

University of Montreal 
Isabel St-Piorre 

Laval University 
Jeon-Guy Gauthier 

Moncton University 
Mario Leonard 

Mr-Allison University 
Alexandrie Too 

University of Québec in Rimouski 
Andre Lévesque 

St-Froncis Xavier University 
Tim McCann 

Acadia University 
Brenda Guptill 

Dalhousie University 
Robert Spelts

St-Mory's University 
Mark Hamilton 

Bishop's University 
Suzanne Muigoti 

Concordia University 
Pol Archer 

McGill University 
Gavin Downing 

Corlelon University 
Tamara Stephens 

Trent University 
Joanne Henrico 

University of Toronto 
Ion Johansson 

Brock University 
Edmund Lee 

Wilfrid Courier University 
David Broad
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At 33% OFF*, VIA is always 
a winner way to travel 
for the student species !
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York University
(to be announced)

Ryerson College 
Jennifer King

Queen's University
David Meabowes

University of Waterloo 
Marie Sedivy 

University of Guelph 
Nancy Veehniy 

McMaster University 
Nlel Levine
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