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Biographv reveals pride, Ionelihess

Joplin struggled to be recognized as artist

By STEVE HAIN

“The cultural situation of the six-
ties, Janis’ environment and par-
ticularly the destructive elements of
that environment were all factors
that she used to validate her
problems.

“Her environment was such that
she was shaking off oppressions to
reinforce her behaviour on one hand
and then having her audience
applaud her lifestyle on the other. So
she became what the environment
wanted her to become.”

These were some of the insights
into Janis Joplin given by Myra
Friedman in a recent Toronto inter-
view.

Friedman was one of Joplin’s
closest companions from the time
she started singing with Big Brother
until the time of her death in Oc-
tober, 1970.

Janis Joplin

Friedman majored in music at
Northwestern University, worked
with Decca Records and then spent
five years with Columbia records as
a writer. In 1968 she went to work
for Joplin’s manager, Albert
Grossman until Janis’s death.

Friedman is currently recovering
from writing a biography of Joplin
called Buried Alive and doing
freelance magazine pieces.

In Friedman'’s estimation it was a
combination of Joplin’s immensely
talented voice and the process of
“historical accident” that made
Joplin the dynamic stage personality
that she was.

. Her performances were ‘‘great
outbursts of emotion’ that drew on
her dim view of life, that loneliness
and tremendous ‘down energy’ that
was an integral part of her perfor-
mances. But no matter how good,
Janis was never totally satisfied with
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her show until her questions of ‘“‘was
I good, was I really good” were
answered.

Although a dressed Joplin
resembled a peacock’s plumage her
dedication to her music was as
sincere as any artist’s. She was
always very conscious of the way her
voice sounded and towards the end it
was more noticeable that her
screams were used as emphasis
rather than explosions.

The need for permanence, to be
recognized as an artist, was constant-
ly gnawing at Joplin’s insides. As
Friedman put it, “‘she wanted to be
known as a real artist, and not as
some scraggly image from Haight
Ashbury.”

Coupled with her quest for per-
manence was her need to remain in
the spotlight. When Jimi Hendrix
died, Janis was naturally upset, but
in discussion with Friedman she
would view it as a start of a competi-
tion. It was as if “‘it was stealing her
thunder”, and Janis would wonder
“if I'll get as much publicity when I
die.”

SEX A PAIN

Her sexual exploits were not all
what they were made out to be.

No sugar tonight

LONDON, England (CUPI) -
Dockers have refused to load a con-
signment of sugar here for export to
Saudi Arabia.

Due to a drastic sugar shortage in
England, the dockers have ordered
the government to divert the 80-ton
shipment to the local market. The
sugar is now stored in a dock shed,
waiting further developments.

Other supplies of sugar, which
have been redirected to different
ports, are also expected to be halted
by the dockers, in their attempt to
end the national shortage.

Want ads are accepted in Room Ill, Central Square, and have to be prepaid. Up to
20 words cost $1.00, additional words are 5 cents each, up. to a total of 30 wor-

ds: Deadline is Tuesdays 12 noon.

TYPING DONE IN MY HOME, IBM execu-
tive Typewriter, Bathurst-Steeles location,
call anytime, Mrs. Logan, 223-1325.

TYPING-TERM PAPERS, essays, theses,
etc. Phone Mrs. Douglas, 491-1086.

TYPING ON CAMPUS - essays, theses, memo- |.-

DRAFTING OR ARTIST TABLE, chair, and

Ilght All adjustable. Best Offer. 694-4438.

FINCH-WESTON ROAD six room de-

tached bungalow featuring family room
with walkout, fireplace, two baths, and lots
of space. For details call 742-8572.

randa of law, expertly done, reasonable 2:'

rates. 661-3019 after 5 P.M., or all day on
weekends.

TYPING SERVICES
All | ask for is 45¢ per page. All you need
ask for is Richard. 633-0612.

- fast, accurate, neat. '

EXCELLENT TYPIST available to do work
at home, specializing in reports, essays,
theses, etc. Call 889-8456 anytime.

HELP-WANTED - ROOTS SHOE STORE
needs Part-time and Full-time salespeople.
Good environment and people. Steady
work. Good Pay. 781-3574.

BOOKSWANTED: Philosophy 306, Social
Science 289, Political Science 201, 210
Cash. Jeffery 633-0222.

'72 TOYOTA CORONA, deluxe, 4 door,
standard, rust proofed, certified, must sell
for fees, call evgs. 967-1209.

BRANCHING OUT, Canadian magazine
for women. Fall issue features interview
with SFU president Pauline Jewett, chil-
dren's literature, dance photographs, art,
poetry, fiction, book and record reviews.
Single copies $1.00, subscriptions $5.00
for one year (six issues) or $9.50 for two
years. Back issues available. Write to Box
4098, Edmonton, Alberta T6E 4T1.

USED RECORDS & BOOKS, (new and
used including “religion”, philosophy,

| science fiction, crafts, survival, and litera-

ture). Around Again, 18 Baldwin Street

1 (Bring your used records).

PART-TIME SECRETARY for Radio York
CKRY-FM. Call Pete Desrochers-station
manager or come to Rm. 258 Vanier
College.

USED FUR COATS & JACKETS $10.00 &
up. New $99.00 & up. Excellent selection,
trade ins accepted. We buy used furs. Paul
Magder Furs, 202 Spadina Ave., Toronto
MS5T 2C2, Tel. 363-6077. Between Queen &
Dundas Streets. Mon, Tues, Wed, & Sat, 9
am - 6 pm. Thurs & Fri till 9 p.m.

A FEW STUDENTS REQUIRED, various
times during the day to assist with home
therapy. No special training required.
Would suit psychology student, phys. ed.,
teaching etc. 221-7272.

SKI MONT STE ANNE Dec. 23-30 or Dec

29 to Jan. 5. Hotel, bus, tows, meals, etc.,
7 days. Only $165.

NASSAU $219 - Acapuico, Bahamas, etc.
We haye space available including Xmas
and reading week. Conquest Travel Ser-
vices - Robbie 221-1112,

900 USED
FUR COATS
& JACKETS

Top Quality
From $19.00

Many like new, all types of furs.
Also new coats from $99.00

FURS BY SHAPIRO

3364 Yonge Street
481-9690

MEN'S GROOMING CENTRE “Central
Square” - We carry complete line of Red-
ken - RK products. Mon-Thurs. 9-7pm, Fri.
9-6 pm. Closed weekends. 66

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING for Ca-

nadian National Organization for Non-
Parents, October 1, 7:30 p.m., Room 432
Ramsey Wright Zoological Labs, (U of T
Campus), 25 Harbord Street. All Welcome.
Further Enquiries: 928-6404 (Answering
Service)

FEMALE LOOKING FOR SAME to rent a
2-bedroom apartment - St. Clair area.
633-9694.

=SERVICES:

YOUR UNIVERSITY
OPTOMETRIC SERVICES

By Appointment
'S. Salsberg, O.D.
M.L. Gross, B.Sc., O0.D.

Central Square
667-3700

HARBINGER

-unplanned pregnancy counselling

| -contraception and v.d. information

-legal and medical referral

214 Vanier Residence
667-3509
Monday-Friday 9 AM - 6 PM

ABLE OPTICAL

| Glasses the same day — We fill doc-

tor's prescriptions, repair and replace
broken glasses expertly. Large selec-
tion of modern frames at reasonable

«iprices. Located in the Jane-Finch Mall

YORK UNIVERSITY
DENTAL SERVICE

Now in Founders Residence
Rm 114
By Appointment

Tel. 667-6327 749- 6631

+*Jopp. Food City.

Cary Quail,
Optician. 638-2020

CLASSIFIED
ADS

Deadline:
Tuesday 12:00 noon.
(must be prepaid)

WOMEN

The Women'’s Workshop is for
all women - students, faculty
and staff. We offer reading
material, coffee and a place to
meet and talk as well as asser-
tive training and awareness
groups. Stop by anytime bet-
ween 12:00 to 4:00 PM on
Tuesdays or Wednesdays in
Rm. 148 B.S.B.

>

While on the surface they sometimes
appeared fulfilling, inside they were
““making her wretched.”

“It was a pain thing, something
she didn’t enjoy, and was a means by
which her loneliness and lack of self
esteem expanded.”

For all her hype, Joplin was not as
totally wild as everyone thinks.
When I asked Friedman if Janis had
any interest in the occult, she laugh-
ed and made a point of saying that
she was a very ‘“down to earth per-
son, totally unmystical.”

“If someone was discussing it she
would be very polite, not saying
anything, and would later dismiss it
by saying that ‘it’s not in the stars,
it’s in us.””’

Janis was not consciously
“screwed” by the record industry.
Although some elements of her
audience and entourage led to her
psychological exploitation, she was
not financially exploited.

When she died, the people at
Columbia were shaken, “‘they’re not
machines”’, and were placed in a
strange position. She had just laid
down the tracks to the album Pearl,
which was ‘“‘the best album she had
ever made and nobody had heard
it.”

ETHICS?

This put Columbia in a “damned if
they did and damned if they didn’t”
position. They were divided between
ethics and the feeling of ‘““how terri-
ble it would be not to release it,”
with musical achievement winning
out.

It was also unfortunate that her
death had such a devastating effect
on her last band, Full Tilt Boogie. A
Canadian band, Full Tilt has since
dropped two if its original five
members and are now playing with
King Biscuit Boy. They were a band
with whom Joplin had ‘“really felt
she had found herself,”” and with
whom hopes were held to outdo her
previous releases.

At this time there is not much in
the way of unreleased material.
There are only two or three cuts
available and therefore not enough
to warrant the release of a new
album. A documentary is scheduled
for release and will feature a few
short interviews with Joplin and
some excellent performance footage.

As I was leaving I was given one
more insight to toy with. ‘“Janis was
self-destructive; no—suicidal is
closer to it. She was driving herself
towards an early death by commiting
suicide every day of her life.”

Strike three

OTTAWA (CUP) - Canadian
labour unrest may break all records
this year.

Already 5.2 million days have been
lost to work stoppages in the first six
months of 1974, due largely to strikes
by unions wanting contracts re-
opened to provide escalatory cost-of-
living clauses.

The record for days lost was set in
1972 when 7.8 million days were lost
over the twelve month period.

Several of this year’s strikes have
caused serious difficulties for the
government, especially the strike by
Vancouver grain-handlers which
limited Canada’s vital shipments of
wheat.

But there is no relief in sight
throughout the rest of 1974. In fact,
on December 31, present contracts
simultaneously end for almost 150,-
000 workers, including nearly 100,000
railway employees, 35,000 postal
workers, 6,800 longshoremen in
British Columbia and on the St.
Lawrence River, and 2,300
grainhandlers in Thunder Bay and
Montreal.

Unions in all cases will be taking
tough stances to win substantial pay
increases for their members.




