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under the Canada Water Act, which allows
the federal government to provide for the
quality management of waters that are a
matter of national concern, Since only the
federal government can enact laws
{)ertaining to natives and their rights, this
aw could protect their interests in the
water systems of the area.
If enforced, the Canada Water Act would
require federal-provincial consultation and
eement for com ensive water basin
planning, and the establishment of
commissions to conduct multipurpose
water resource management programs.
Such action may save the rest of the James
Bay region, but the La Grande project is far
that kind of planning now.
Negouations which had ceased in 1972
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project is futile at this point,

have indicated that they

continue trapping, fishing

can't they work like the rest of us?”’

McGill professor of anthropology John
Spence has said, “‘Existing levels of cash
earni and transfer ments are
can be kept to
a.minimum and diet kept to a high quality

hunting..."” t that ‘‘..once
subsistence hun :3 is let go, the northern
ved in the ard spiral
of y, with wages in the north
never catching up with the built-in inflation
of prices in area.” One aspect of this
controversy is the never-ending debate on
the ability of welfare to keep up with
inflation, and I will not delve into it here. Its
implications are %ust as political as they are -
or the time being it is

tolerable while costs for

ople are invol

economic, and
clearly a rhetorical question.

The other aspect, that of the worki
Indian or Eskimo, can perhaps be treat

more objectively. Two questions arise: 1)
rtunities in this

area for native geople? 2) Is this kind of life
le with their culture and

What are employment

at all compati
their way of thinking?

Question one: Cree Indians in northern and
central Quebec work mainly as labourers
p and paper
companies. They have found discrimination
in both their jobs and their social status
within a white community. When Indians
complained of getting inferior stands to cut
over from the pulp companies, the foremen
exlained that the French Canadian worker
had a larger family, needed a bigger
income, didn’t get everything handed to him
from the government like Indians did, and
so forth. An even more surprising view —
the myth of the wonderful savage has so
permeated the white man’s thinking that it
is automatically assumed the Indian will
know everything there is to know about
working in the woods. For this strange
reason the Indian is never trained — he is

. simply assigned to. a .cutting crew. The ..

¢ untrained Iadian:would be. doing.the sameé

for the mining and

2 to
t

the
since
- construction has reached a “no turning
back now’’ stage. Yei some changes can
still be made, and fair compensation can
still be bargained for. The native people
will cede the land
in exchange for full health services, good
schools and guarantees that they can
_ ‘ _ and hunting.
Chief Billy Diamond, interviewed by CBC,
said it was not money they were after, since
they have a lot more than money to lose.
Many people are scornful of the claim for
fishing and hunting rights, feeling that ‘‘all
natives are on welfare anyway, and why

job twenty years later as he was doing when
he first signed on, if he stayed with the
company. As it stands now, a large
ercentage of Indians over 18 continue to
ive by hunting and trapping. Those Indians
who are employed usually wor" for several
months, hunt and trap for several months,
then find another job. They are a source of
casual, short-term, unskilled labour and it
seems they are being kept that way.

Cree Indians of Fort George fish and
whitefish of La Grande, hunt geese and
ducks during their migrations, trap rabbit,
beaver, otter and fox for additional
revenue, and hunt caribou, bear and seal to
supplement their diet, The use of trapping
as a revenue source seems to be increasing
recently. Albeit oniy a half dozen families
from Fort George went to their winter
trapping grounds this year, a trend towards
returning to the old ways has been- noted
among the natives who have gone
white schools, especially the younger 3
who have rejected their jobs in
industrial south and have returned to the
land. About two-thirds of the band at

‘Mistasini for example were at their

trapping grounds this year. Yet as flooding
drives off the otter, beaver and rabbit, more
families will be.forced to look for casual
low-paying jobs, or go on welfare. And as
the migration patterns of caribou and bear
are altered by roads and railways, and the
fhghtofducksand eese altered by
increased air traffic, and diet of the natives
will correspondingly decrease in quantity
and quality. The fate of the whitefish fishery
is even more drastic, since the first of the
La Grande dams is to be built over the
spawning grounds.

The benefits of the La Grande complex and
Bourassa’s 100,000 jobs do not seem to have
reached Fort George. About 200 Cree are
registered at the local Canada Manpower
Centre, while only 3 to 35 Cree were working
on construction gangs over the past year.
The Indian in charge of the manpower
centre has travelled throughout the project,
trying to get the foremen to hire native
workers. But all of the hiring is done in
southern Quebec at the employment offices
of the firms holding contracts on the
project. The Indians have also shown a
reluctance to participate in the JBDC's
small industries; and are hostile to the
Feople trying to promete job opportunities
or them. This is understandable, since Fort
George has come a typical catalogue of the
ills inflicted on a native community in direct
and clashing contact with white society.
Alcoholism, rape and illegal use of drugs.
seen as a result of work gangs in the area,
have become problems of such major
proportions that Fort George has been
declared off-limits to all employees of the
JBDC. No water services are available to
the people, e%arbag’e litters the roadsides,
and raw effluent from upstream con-
struction sites floats down La Grande
past the town. This will be a miserable
contrast to the modern town planned for the
permanent emplcyees, technicians and
scientists of the complex.

Perhaps it would be wise to look at other
dreas ‘where the lure of large-scale
development has brought white into contact
with native. The Mackenzie Delta Research
Group studied the effects of such contact
among the Eskimos of Inuvik, and their
findings are by no means pleasant. Most
whites revealed not only a lack of
knowledge concerning the Eskimo culture,
but an indifference towards the Eskimos’
attempts to adapt. Attitudes ranged from
“sympathy and respect’ to “‘bigotry and
contempt’’, with the more educated whites
not necessarily being the more understand-
ing.

This study revealed that the attitude and
behaviour of the Eskimo women were
maior forces in the disintegration of their
society. Under the old way, the female was

the property, of , the  yoale, completely
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