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“®the price of easier communication and

easier relationships in the future, then I
guess it's worth it. Just try and intitiate
more interaction. After you've met three
blind people you will be very comfortable
meeting_ the fourth.

A few years ago, the student advisor
on this campus made an appeal to the

disabled students on this campus to come -

together and form a steering committee
and discuss objectives as a group. They
directed a lot of their attention to doing
away with physical barriers at that time,
but something that ‘came out of it was that
after they had completed their objectives as
a group, they wanted to disband and start a
“Epaper to serve as a forum. They didn’t want
to be associate as a group, and I guess that

that was a poignant statement, because

integration is the ideal.

Gateway: What do we have to wo k on first
- the physical barriers or the attitudinal
barriers, or do they go hand in hand?
Nicely: A good part of the job of this office
is to accomodate students through or past
any physical barriers that there might be.
They.might have to get into special rooms
that have a special key, or they might be

~

stuck ‘outside an elevator that's frozen,
which has happened at Tory. It's been
really bad in this past week - incidents with
DATS - students stuck for two hours
waiting for a bus, or classes that have been
very carefully planned to meet schedules
which have been moved.

Gateway: What are some of the other
things that happen on campus that no one
hears about?

Nicely: For a blind person certainly there
are many obstacles to getting an education.
Imagine sitting in a class, especially a math
class, and someone is writing on the
blackboard and saying “this plus this will
give you this.” - or something more
complex. You're at a little bit of a loss if
you're plodding along taking notes in
Braille. So for that purpose students look
for someone to take notes for them. We
need notetakers. I should mention that we

‘have a really good corps of volunteers, but
it's small compared to what we need

because timetables don't often fit. We have
about forty, but one student in the course of
the week may rieed attention from up to
five volunteers, whereas another may need
help only in registering.
Gateway: How many gifferent things are
there for volunteers to do?
Nicely: Making tapes, going over notes
with blind persons, just helping to review,
helping wheelchairs get from one class to
another. A lot of wheelchairs now are
motorized so it's not.as much of a problem,
but students walking with a cane may need
help getting books from the library and so
on. '

Professors seem to try and make

things easy. If a student is blind, someone-

else at exam time can read the exam and
write out the answers for them. We recruit
volunteers to do that, to provide’ that
service. :

Most students rely on taped material,
and again the professors might say “"OK,
you can tape my class.” '

At the beginning of each term
registration is often a lotof extra work, and
so the registrars office cooperates with us »
gives us registration forms on behalf of
the students as a short cut through registra-
tion. :

I think that the university is ap-
preciative of the needs of disabled students,
we've been getting a lot of referrals from
otherdepartments who are becoming more
aware that if the service were cut it could
fall to individual departments, and just
make it that much more difficult to
coordinate effective solutions to problems.
Gateway: You spoke briefly before about
the International Year of the Disabled - do
you have any other comments on it? Has it
been a success?

Nicely: If you read some of the various
publications like The Spokesman, (An
Alberta Handicapped Committee Pubiica-
tion)you’ll get a lot of debate on that. There
is a lot of concern that projects initiated at
various levels of government that year may
not be completed. And building standards
or any laws or amendments that were made
were minimal.

Gateway: How would somebody in a
wheelchair get from the Tory Building to
the Students’ Union Building?

Nicely: When a student in a wheelchair
has to get from one class to another, he
doesn’t go as the crow flies, not by any

s to human contact:
led student

means. And in order to keep warm, there
are indoor routes which may be very far out
of the way; it involves a lotof extra time
and energy - energy that some of them may
not have to spare. That's why students who
may be able to managé a manual
wheelchair may go on to the electric for the
purposes of getting around campus.

With the Tory Building there are no
underground connections. In order to get
to a class in the basement they have to take
an outside elevator into the building, then
to the inside elevator for whichthey are
issued a key from this department,to get

‘down to the basement. Now when the class

is over, and let's assume that they want to
get up to the third floor - ten minutes,
right? They have a key that will call that
elevator down to the basment, but that

_elevator is usually full of people, who are

not likely to get out- and so the only way
that person can get to the third floor is to

wait until the rush is over.

And then to Fe‘t to SUB they would .
1

have to pretty well take an outdoor route.
They could cut across to the Dentistry-
Pharmacy building to the north facing
entrance and follow that route all the way

over to CAB to the west facing entrance,

and go outside from there.

And to get into a library, there are
special doors to get in and out. If they want
to get into the Rutherford ground entrance
there is a special buzzer there, and someone
from the library will come down and let
them in. So what they are doing is drawing
attention to themselves no matter how
much independence they are able to get.
The special needs that have to be met will
always draw attention to the disability.

Gateway: What sort of displays are
planned for "Awareness Days™?
Nicely: As part of the displays, one will
have a booth put up by CNIB, and the
mobility instructor will bring along some
white canes and some blind-folds and give
people a chance to try that out. I did that
last year and it was quite an experience... |
suddenly wondered ‘where the heckamI?’
You hear all these voices, and there is one
person beside you who is supposedly with
you and you can't pick that voice out from
the rest. That was a very good experience.
As far as wheelchairs, I haven't

Marion Niceiy, Coordinator of Disabled Students’ Services.

thought of a gimmick to get people to do

* that-something like a scavenger hunt. I'm

going to try and get three wheelchairs and
try and get people to find their way from
point A to point B and to try and make a
phone call.

I talked to the fire marshall because
we're concerned about whathappens when
there is a fire alarm in the Tory Building
and there is someone in a class who.is ina
otherwise impaired. ‘ e

People may say well, I want to help,
what can I do? There is a general procedure
that should be followed, so I've asked the
fire marshall to speak to those willing to
listen. Evidently what they do is ask
disabled people to get to the nearest
elevator, and within four minutes the Fire

‘wheelchair, or someone who is blind or

' Department, the campus wing, will be

there to help them. .
There was analarm lastyear - agirlina

wheelchair who was also able to walk -
that's another ‘thing, we assume that if
someone is in a wheelchair that they can’t
walk and we're surprised if they do.
Anyway, these two or three Eeople took it
upon themselves to carry her down the
steps in her chair, which is extremely heavy,
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and she kept saying, “put me down I can
walk,” and they wouldn't listen to her and
they carried her all the way out. And when
they learned that it was just a fire drill they
were very disappointed, and also ex-
hausted, and she was mad at them because
they wouldn't listen to her. You assume
that the person doesn't have any respon-
sibility for themself. You want to be
helpful, and that is a very positive
characteristic, but sometimes we go over-
board. i

Géteway: What haven’t we talked about
that we should talk about?

Nicely: I was going to mention something
about the energy level of students who have'
their mobility impaired but again I don't
want to generalize because there are
students who are as stron or stronger than
you or I. Again when a person comes here
they are admitting that they need help and
that is a hard thing to do, even if you tro. I
have students come in here who need
nothing more than a key, and I may never
see them again all year and they are very
happy. (el

We try and encourage and support
their independence as ruch as possible.
We'd like everyone to know that these
services are available because we might just
make something a little less difficult.




