
THE MISSION 0F NORTH AMERICA
By THE HONOURABLE W. A. WEI R*

THE developinent of two demnocratic peopes
on th is par-t of the North American conti-
nient, living side by side in perfect peace
and harmonv, is a matter of the greatest

interest. We Canadians are happy to read of and
watch thic marvellous growvth of our friends and

cousins across the
international bound-
arv and to take note
of their expansion to
imperial greatniess.
We wish te themn
and their chiidren
in the most hearty
and fraternal man-
n er t he fuiiest
measure of success
in ail their high
aims, and the happy
achievement of a
magnificent destiny.
We feel that the
best interests of the
two peopies are in-
dissolubly linked to-
gether; that the
problems of goveru-
nient which you

Hon. W. A. Weir. may be caiied upon
to solve must, in

the process, be of invaluiabie help to us; that the
achievement by yeu of social reformns and intel-
lectuai developmient cannot but have a preponderat-
ing influence upon our own destinies.

Fromi this point of view, sir, I may be allowed,
wvith al] due humiitv, to refer to some conditions
ini thic development of the United States and Canada
of ineiir and yet considerabie importance.

Fuindameutaliy, the growth of a people depends
far less uipon its material wealth than upon its sin-
cere adhierence to ideals. Carlyle pointed eut the
notabl fact that the Arabs, once they had sincereiy
adopted the message of Mahomet, changed froni
the insig-nificance of wandering tribes te a race of
conquering berces, whose power spread within a
century fromt Spain to Delhi. Their subsequent
decadence is undoubtediy due, in a large measure,
to the diminution of their devotion te the ideals that
once governed theni. Lt is, sir, perhaps nlot im-
pertinent to say that every sincere American and
Canadian should occasionaily pause in the great
struiggies of modert life for wealth or honour or
happiness and ask himfself this question: Is my
country remnaining sineerely attached te tfie noblest
ideais? For true is the saying'of hnly writ that
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miany shall not live by bread alune, and thi', apphies
to nations as xxell as t'o individuals.

In one respect, at least, the United States lias
earned the applause of all thoughtful students of
hîstory, viz., in regard te the maintenance of its
public sehools and institutions of learning. Vast
sums of money have been expended thereon, for
the peuple have realised that in the education of
their children was one of the strong safeguards of
liberty and good government.

And yet even in regard te our schools, certain
dangers exist. For example, do we teach istory
of the broadest and most uubiased sort? I fear that
in iiany instances what is called history in ur
schoois frequently inculcates in the inids of cur
children the genms of national and even personal
prejudice. This state of thiugs could and shotîld
bc promptly remedied.

Again, do wc give to the status of teacher aIl
the importance it deserves? What is there of more
grave irnl)crt to the future cf the world than the
qualîties and character of the teachers cf chiidren?
Bulwer Lytton has weil said that the youth of a
nation are the trustees of posterity, for a nation
lives in its children. And yet we wili pay far mocre
remuneration te the curator of an insolvent estate
than tc thuse who formi the minds cf the children
that arc scon to control the destinies of the state!
One result cf this is that the teaching profession is
shunned 1w many who are best qualified for it. Men
who devote their talents te this work arc becoming
scarcer and scareer. The work is faliing more antI
mure intu thec bauds ef young wemeun, who in spite
of ail the aptitudes lack some of the qualities that
are requisite for the education of the boys cf a
nation. The Scotch dominie during the iast three
centuries lias been a great source cf the develop-
ment cf Scotîand and Scotehmen. Iu Canada, the
dominie lias disappvared, f rom cur rural sehools and
te my mmiid w-e have thereby lest an important fac-
tom ini the production cf moral and mental force ini
the rising generations.

The sanctity cf famiiy lîfe must ever be a strcng
factor in the growth cf a nation, It is attacked in
our days mcst fundamentaiiy by our leose laws cf
divorce. Herein sureiy is matter enougli for con-
sideration by ail good citizens.

Have our newspapers deveioped aicng heaithy
hunes? Lu inany instanice!s it seemis te nme that the
moral force cf the n sppris contrclled by the
ccuntiug-house and circulation depamtment. The
people want news cf crime and rapine, of scandaI
and wrouig-doing, and many papers whon aimt at large
circulation yieid te the desire, Is there net in this
aise, matter for ýconsidemaition in reference te the
ideais and tenuncy cf the( age?

The gmowth cf corporati1ons is a marked featuire
cf the iast and pre-sent cenitury. Our miiînes, our
mantufactures of e-very sort and kind, our trans-

portation facilities. whether by land or sea, are
practically ail under the control of corporations, te
whorn extravagant pcwers are soînetimes given by
or legisiatures. Immense xvealth is thus controlled

by a few men. Ccrporations are sonlless and their
actions often prove it. Men wiil (I(o things for a
corporation that they wouid scorui tc do for thein-
selves.

WVill anyone maintain, for example, that the rela-
tien cf corporations te or legisiatures through their
eminent counsel and friends wihl miert the appreval
cf the future historian cf otur times? Have or
legisiatuires gained thereby in public esteem? Do
our best men now, as a mIle, find public life inviting?
1 fancy that a consideration of these questions wili
bring conviction te many minds that flie moral toue
and public spirit of this continent is stilî susceptible
cf imiproveneut. Whiat we sow, that shiah we aise
reap, is a lesson ever applicable te peopies as wvell
as te indîviduals. A nation cannot afford te be
cart!iess in the preservation cf its ideals.

But 1 do nlot want yeu te think that I am entire-
ly a pessimist. I yieid te noue in my appreciation
cf the work accomplished by the manhood and the
wonîanhocd cf this continent in deveioping its
resources and building up its comimunities.

The inagnificent temples cf worship, the splendid
institutîins cf charity and phiianthropv ail through
otîr vast territories prove flic existence cf sttîrdy
moral elements.

We have taught and are teaching te the world
by cur demecratic custonis and institutions the best
iesscns cf iiberty, fraternity and equaiity.

The streng adhereuce te the policy cf peace that
is characteristic cf thc United States and Canada
shows aise the broad humanity cf our countries.
The growing influence cf this continent wilI ever
be, I ami conifident, hoth dipiomiaticaliy and in every
other way, exercised te prevent the hormers cf
international war.

Lt is cir glonos privîlege te work for the
dissipation cf prejtîdice, hate, discord, racial grced
and spoilation and fer the recegnition cf the mnitttiai
rights and obligations cf ail classes cf the chiidren
of mnen who live tilnder the saine broad canopy cf
the eternai skies. It is possible fer us te place iess
< n iess fimportanice uipon the pureiy local or
national interest and te act and lez-islate se as te
advance the conîmon, cosmepolitan and fraternai
eod cf humanity. Iu this way eau the people of

the American continent becomne more truiy great
and thus shaîl we do our part in ushering in the
gîad timie foreseen by the pct Tennyson:

"Whien the war druni beats ne longer
Anid the battie flags are furied

lut the parlianieuit cf the nations,
In the federation cf the world,"
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