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THE SIN 0F ANAN lAS.YOU may have noticed that an Atlantic CityCouncillor, who was lately proven guîlty of"grafting," gave bis reasons for yielding ta
temptation.' The most significant was that

he "only did what practically everybody else in the
Counicil did at one time or another." That is, it
was the usual thing. This is a statement which it
is well worth our wbile ta consider. If we permit
a sort of concealed public opinion ta grow up inl
aur representative bodies, that ail politicians are
more or less corrupt, and that "every man has bis
price," we may be very sure that, sooner or later,
the majarity of chosen legislatars will faîl in liue.
It is bard for a man ta be honest when he sees men
aIl about him, packeting disbonest profits on the very
"4gaods" hie possesses; and sees, further, that tbis
dishonesty, so far froin losing them the respect of
their fellows, appears ta augment it. Wbere a
memnber of Parliament, or a municipal Councillor
or any ather man in a position of trust, "gets ricb
quick" axnidst a sbower of winks and innuendoes,
and still holds his position and the rigbt ta speak
for the people, other men came ta tbink tbemselves
fools ta remain pon, honest and-despised for lack
of cleverness.

WYJHAT the people of this continent-especially-
Yr' ust do is absolutely ta kilI and bury the

corrosive, cynical, insanely talerant theory that we
cannot expect aur public representatives ta serve
the nation with a single mmnd. This is a false
toleration wbich lowers aur standards of public
marais and degýrades public life and opens the door
ta the grossest embezzlements and rabberies. The
public man is precîsely the man whom we must not
Permit ta step an inch aside fnom the- straigbt path
of bonest-dealing and sensitive honour. Where we
send a sneak-tbief ta jail for a year, we shauld
send a public representative, guilty of a similar
crime, ta prison for if e. The private thief has
taken onlv aur oronertv- the n1ihhir thief hee lun

give it quite ail ta the Church. They kept sorne
of it for themselves. And they bad the vanity ta
pretend that they gave up the whole price. That
was their "lie." If you happened ta be building a
churcb in youn district, and one of your fellow
worshippers did that, wauld yeu tbink hîm worthy
of death? Certainly not. You would want ta put
in a stained-g-lass window ta bis honour, deeming
it quite prudent in bim that he kept back some of
his "possessions." As for not mentioning it, that
would surely be a trivial weakness in so generous
a man.

BUT~ Ananias and Sapphira died for it. Why?
Turn back a cbapter or two, and read-"And

ahl that believed were together, and had all things
in common; and sold their possessions and goods
and parted themn ta ail men, as every man had need."
And, again, "Neither was there any among them
that lacked; for as many as were possessors of
lands or bouses sold them, and brought the prices
of the things that were sold, and laid them down
at tbe Apostles' feet; and distribution was made
uinte every man according as be bad need."

HERE was a forn of cammunisma established;Hand it rested upon the complete good faith o
the members of the young church. If any one of
them pretended ta sell aIl that be had and put it
in the comman fund, out of whicb he would draw
as be had need, but kept back a part of his pos-
sessions for bis private use, and this act of bad
faith becarne known, the whole communistic struc-
ture would be undermined. He would have ta be
dealt with summarily and sevenely ta prevent othen
members from, taking the saine canny precaution.
If men were going ta came on the common f und,
wbile holding out a little purse of their own, tbe
whole Apostolic plan would fali ta tbe graund like
a bouse of cards. Thus the sin of Ananias and
Sappbira was not a "white lie," or even stealinjz a

- appnira surterea -capital punishment- ton a
"ýwhite lie"? You must have been consciaus of
the fact that you tell bigger lies yaurself every day;
and yet Divine justice does not demand your if e.
Cansiden wbat it was that these two people did.
Tbey sold "a possession"-the presumption is tbat
it was ail tiiey had-and gave by f ar the langer rnart
of it ta the Chiurch. Wauldn't yau tiixtk that an
exceedinghy generous act? Do such things happen
often in youn nleigbbourhood? But they did not
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for a member of Parliament wbo takes a bribe in
any form is the Penitentiary; and public opinion
should make the very suspicion of betrayal of trust
finally fatal to a public mai.

Wy HAT we want to escape f romn is the era of
V' cynicism regarding our elected representa-

tîves. it is the worst possible spirit we could permit
to exist regarding them. Instead of expecting littie
and being agreeably disappointed wben .we get
more, we ought to expeet everytbing and act like
astounded and mightily indignant people when we
get less. A "poli ti cian"-so far from being a term
of mild opprobrium-shouîd be a badge- of bigh
hionour; and no one suffers more from the fact
that it is nothing of the kind than the foolish
people who shrug their shoulders and think it
"knowing" and clever to assume that aIl "politicians"
are "on the make." THE MONOCLE MAN.

The High Cost of Living
Editor, CANADIAN COURIER:

Sir,-To the convinced f ree trader who is also
convinced that free trade is out of the question,
the answer is still to seek. A glance at the gyround
plan of this Dominion might convince even the
unwilling that, "the great first cause, least under-
stood," of the high cost of living, is the idie holding
of land by private or corporate owners.

Does society, wbich gives and protects the title,
grant absolute and unconditional ownership ta the
individual? Or what does the grantee on bis part
undertake to do in return? Clearly the essence
of the agreement is that hie shahl utilize the land
to approximately the saine extent that the surround-
ing land is utilized. And what then?

Why, then, it remains that society wake up and
provid>e statutes to guide the land owner in carry-
îng out bis obligations under the contract.

From the reflections of a reader,
HANO VER.

C.P.A. at the Chateau Laurier
T HE Canadian Press Association was re-engagedJ. last week on its occasional business of redis-
covering Canada. The convention of the C. P. A.
this year was held in the Chateau Laurier, Ottawa.
Now the Cbateau was apened to t he public only
about a week befare the Association arrived.

A few years ago the C. P. A. took a pre-railroad
trip ta Temiskamning before Cobalt was discovered
or Porcupine dreamed of. Somie yearp before that
tbey explored the Canadian West before the Sas-
katchewan Valley was known ta many but fur-
traders and mounted police. ,They bavýe jaunted
tbrough Quebec and the Maritime Provinces; see-
ing Canada wherever railroads or rivers run, and
at the same time transacting business of great in-
terest ta the Association. On this recent trip to
tbe Capital the C. P. A. toured Ottawa, visited Hull,
inspected the great match-works of the Eddy Co.,
attended theatre parties and garden parties, and in-
spected Parliament Hill, aIl this being in addition ta
transacting business.


