
The Green Market of Daughters
Presenting !low Malrimuny for Gain is Related la the Prevailing Demand for Divorces

By MARY JOSEPIîINE TROTTE.R

JUN1E once mior-and the bloomning ýbride. Andwhat mutst we do-for the whole wvorld loves
a lover, does it not ?-but make again the per-

ennial choice 'twîxt ffie berry-spoon (you have
heard of it), and the fish-fork? "The bloomning
bride!"' My profane f riend pronouinces the phrase
%vith equivocal stress on the "blooming."

However you view it, the bloomning bride, by the
gardenful, is amnong us. Thiere are gardens and
gardens, of course, as the tedious brornide lias it.
Tlie more sulplidtic "Jean Paul" hints, there are
also, incidentally, -nîarket-gardens. In "The Green
Markcet of Daugliters," he says :-"Every owner of
a very beautiful or very icli daugliter keeps, as it
were, a Pitt Diamond under his roof, Wliici ýto
himnself is of no further service and wliich he must
put to its first use, aiter it lias long lain idle, by
selling it to a Regent'>

,Certainly the h4nnourist was writing as a Ger-
man. And of Teutonic marriages a lecturer on
the nation once made an observation in my hear-

"the prevention of marriages which, because Vhey
are iniadvisedly made, make subsequent divorce ad-
visable." A step in this direction is the mnovement
in Chicago to revive the old custom of pub'lishing
the banns for a reasonable period preceding a wed-
ding. It is not to be thought that Uncle Sam
monopolizes this problemr. A similar step in Can-
ada was the passing, recently, of the Marriage, Act
arnendmnents. Whiich, however, is by the way.

A RE niercenary moarriages among the "inadvised"'
Swhich are likely to end in divorce, or at least

separation? The author of "The Green Market of
Daugliters" inclined to the positive answer. Here
is his opinion on the subject:-"It is a commion
objection of so-called sensitive hearts that this sort
of transaction very mucli constrains, or in fact
crushes love; wthereas notinrg perhaps makes, so
good a preparation for it as this very thing. For
wlien the bargain is once concluded and entered
by the book-keeper (the parson) in his ledger,
then does the time truly coine on when the daughter
can consider and provide -for lier heart-namely,
the fair season after marriage which is uiniversally
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saving disgust, tliank fortune, arises at an act like
the sordid act of the Wellesley students-if it liap-
pened. And the feeling should lie as tlioroughly,
as formîdably, in order at the mercenary intentions
which are none the less disgusting because they lack
tlie courage to lie avowed.

For mny part, I rather regret that the love lyric
lias vanislied and that few among the present-day
women would rue wliat the bride of Burleigli re-
gretted-to find that lier homne was the castle in
place of the cottage; that mnodemn air casties, in
nthpr wnrwiQ hivp numpfhitio about the-m thnti'a n1-


