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1T J-JE morflifg mis Vs bad flot yet
tuliy lifted fromn the lake. The
sombre shadows betweefl the
great firs had flot yet beer'

chased away byefore the fieet-foated
treamors of tbe dawn. Thraugbout the

vast wllderlOss of lake and rock and

tarest rested the mysteriaus "Ghost-
husb," tbe name given by tbe Algonqinfs
ta the breatbleas silence that grlps the

solitude wbefl night dies and day creeps
up above the border of the world fram
some heyond.

Low down above the firs bung a

canapy of angry cloud threateflifg yet

motioflless as tbe nieedies of tbe giant

plue stretcbing upward ta it. By and

by the white mlsts twisted upward a

little, a breeze swept the featbery
faîtage af the trees, a shaf t of orange

and crimsafl ligbt pierced the torest.

Slowly- day grew up tram the eastern
canapy and witb it came 111e and Sound

Standing on1 the shore of a little, rock

girt lake, head 10w down betweefl ber .
massive shoulders, the great bear
looked towards the lîgbting skies. Be-
tweefl ber forevaws sble held a salmofi

trout just captured tram the warm,

spawiig-shallaws ot the lake. Beside
ber, -round ears lifted enquiringly, Sharp
nose pointedl towards the flsh upon

wblcb ho haped ta feed, staod ber three-

montbs'-old cub. Ho whimpered 110w, j
and with a clumsy paw ecratched bis
motber's shaggy side. She turned and

bestowed a rough careas upon bts wlst-
fuI face, then once more resumed ber
ald attitude. Ho whimpered and

growled a little, wblcb at once brougbt the mother

out of ber pre-occilpation. She brusbed hlm. roughly

asîde wlth ber head, and turning tbe fi sh over on

Its back, cut a long incision down ItV belly with a

Sharp claw, and witb a jerk tbrew its entrails from.

It. Thon se tbrew the disemýbowled salmen to the

euh, wba lost no timne ln setting bis Sharp teeth

inta it.
Now, tbroughofit the forest rang the cries of birds

and the chatter of wee, furrod creatures. Along

the shores tho reed-nesters called and twittered to

oacb other. Hlgb in air a fiock of geese swung on

boomlng wlngs westward tawards the swale lands

of the vast solitude.
Great bond swaylng fram sîde ta side, emall eyos

fiasblng fram trne ta tinie towards tho euh intent

on bis inoal, the big bear stood snitfing the breeze.

Suddeflly she twlsted about, and with a eound that

was bal! grunit, hait growl. gazed lntentiy towards

a thioket of cedars sarne two hundred yards down

the shore. The next instant the surprised and In-

dignant cub was sent sprawling far ainong the dense

pine that llnod the shore, and as the mother bounded
l1. harni(li- him thero rang out the Sharp 'taek» of

c-smeiling forest
)w and agaln ta
wha was vainly
until tbey wero

Mlcy pine woods
ýhe slowed down

iut, looked long
-euh bad quittoti
[air stood ereot,
ýt ber beati, andi
Back thore was
into ber beart
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ber weary cub. She noset 1V teiiderly as It

sprawled' aut on the dank graund, ret tangue,

lolling trom, wide-pen moutb, and breath coming

ln littlepantiilg gasps. She Licked its face and neck,

turning it over iu spite a! its whlng proteste, s0 as

ta wash it tbaraugbly. This completed ta ber satis-

faction she turnod slowly about, sniffing the breezo

tram all directions. The baleful gleali of fury stili

reste in lu er eyes.
The weary cub, consciaus -anly that ho badl beeli

led outslde the danger zone itt the thicet in wbich

ho had flrst looketi an the lght of day tram blue,

watery eyes, stretcbod himsolf eut an the moss andi

tell almost îmmediately asleep. .After a Urne the

great boni' paused ln ber norvous ewayiig and lot

ber bond tall until ber black mnuzzle touched the

ilken bair of the little one. Care!ullY she noseti

hlm froni the base o! bis round ears ta the tips of

bis sott foot, smaotbing each crunipled tuft o! stîkeil

bais down on hie fat, wee bady ln maternai tender-

nese. At length she raiset her beat again and drew

In a long, whistlinig breatb. She was satisfied. The

tbing that cougbed fire had not harmled ber littlo onç.

Once mare she loakot towarte the lake, but the

balotul light that bat blazed tram ber oyos had galle.

That somnetbing, deep withtn ber, wbich bat urgot

lier ta turn back and give battle ta, the thing wbleh

for season atter seasan bat robbed ber o! ber cube,

wns silent. That tury wbleh, s0 transtcrfl' thc

ereatures ot the wild inte death-daliTIg things passes

quiekly. Andi with rage passes alsa ail remembrance

of hurt. To the higbor cresatures anly belangs the

rlgbt ta remomber; the lave o! Venlgeance.

Wbon the big bear moved slowly off amaIig the

treos there was fia anger in ber heart tawards the

trapper wha was ber mortai enomy. ler cub was

sate. She was hungry. Thoro were tender roats ta

bo hat for the gathering an the bIghlailds beyand the

vailey. And so she passed aon, perfectly content,

down across the valley crownod with noble i3a!t-

woods and an ta the slopo whero klngly bard-

no0 wild thing bad a, right to Its lite, and
be had grown to look upon this Par-
ticular bear as bis rigbttul quarry. He

bad pitted bMe man-cunlfiflg agaiflst ber

brute-sagacity, and, tbus far, bad lost.

But bis time would corne yet, and thon,

sacre! but it would be good to see ber

big frame crash down and the jets of

red blood leap tram ber wounds, and

watcb ber great bead sag as she

weakefled. LaRosse bad growfl ta bate

the big bear because sbe had outwitted
bim. Being a man, be differed tramn

the wlld brute In this regard; the bear

did not hate the trapper. She loved ber

Young and ber lite. She saught only to

avoid hlm.

Lacbester and walked slwly dawIi
the shore ta wbere the bears had

vanished in the timber, did flot pause

ta consider tbat ta kill tho great bear

now, in the summer seasan, was ta

simly sacrifice lite rutblessly, tbat the

big pelt, undoubtedly worth many dol-

lars in tbe autufifl, would be next ta0

wortless now. Ho was nt thinking
of monetary gain; bis one0 consumnfg

desire was ta bring the mother bear and
cub 10w.

He paused beforo the ticket and

peered closély at the treos. A white

e thing nad spot on the trunk ot a cedar sbowod
ng whlnlng where bis bullet bad gone high. He

struck the mark, cbildlshly, witb bis

rifle stock. It was tbe Frených blaad lu

hlm that made hlm do this. Hie Indiafi

bload led hlm sottly, like a weasel tol-

Iows the trail at the rabbit'it knows cannat escape

it inta the tîmber where the blue-whlte lghts resteid,

and on tawards the end of ail things as far as he

was concernod.
It was nt easy for the frapper ta find the spor

of the tugitives-thait's wbat they were in bis eyes,

tbings whicb belonged ta, hlm by ail the rigbts of the

Solitudes trying ta escape hlm-wellpractised as hoe

was in the art ot following tracks, whicb ta the un-

nitlatod would be next ta, Invisible. But find t e

did, at last, and the grin on he thn Lps broadefed

and the flr0 In is beady eyee deepened as, wthb 'boU

body andi rifle cocked and ready ho moved saftli

forward.
High Up on the brow of a scraggy bill, standixil

betweeli the llght-greefl sweep of plues and th(

deeper green af the hard-waods, the big bear Wo

contentedly and blinked ber email eyos approcla

tively at, the sunbeasl strainiug thraugh the troee

To ber the wbole worid of the Solitude wae swee

and tranquil. Occaslonally she tbrew ber head iii

and with a quick intake of breatb gazeti dawn towar<é

the cedars, wherO her tired euh lay hldden. Perhap

ber marvelaus Intuition promnpted ber that dango

menaced It.
She had finisbed fooing andi was standing on hlDJ

legs andi reaehiflg blgh up the trunk of a groO'

buttonwod that she migt beave the marks ths

lsser bears would sec andi respect,ý wben ta he

alort oars was borne the Sharp taëk" ot the thull

that spIt death, and with a foerce growl she droppe

n all fours and went crashing down the blll-si 4'

Well she know that the thng had epoken ln th3

codai' tbicket and the golden sunlight turnedti

blood-i'Od maist, and the ury wich bad slumbere

In the sbaggy chest eaped te Lite again anti crie

udestroy."
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