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Thf prlms of fuïe.bua dvaneed extraordiuarlly
la reestyarsA good iliverfox skin nowv brings

from,*UOto £00in London.. The resuit of the in-
ewu~g-'4maudfor furs, and the stoadily decreas-

lng pL>y le, esen in the ingenuity with wbieh fur-
rini u)fs the skias of the, muskrat and the kunk
toelmdtte Moro e eensive furs. A writer in the
Clumdian Gazette, of London, notes the large quan-
titis of. furs which the H Fudson' s Bay Company
exporte, sud enumerateès, among the rsst, "the
musukrt,. very cieveriy sheared ta haîf the length
of the -fur, and, thea dysd ta the eolor of sealekin.»
la t".fori it les very much used for long eoati3,
,whlch'have the appearance of sealskin, and are half
the wtight. The klun of the skuuk lin"used In its
inituril- dark brown colon for a toles, muifis ani trim-
miagu!' The writer omits tae tate that it le always
MMdu~o anothr namne, but dose make note of the
art "-7"makingerartificial silven Tex by inserting
white'- badger haire juta the fur of the red'fox dyed
smoky brou'n."1 The buyer of some fure nowadavi
neu net unreaeouabiy bc amailed byr the thauglut
that ho la purchaaing hie ou'n lameuîted tabb"y cat
b"ad v« n jto eomethiug mise.

HOLDING LIPE CHEAP.
D>,. .&ndneu D. White, fornerly President of Cor-

»sIl University, aud later United States Ambassador
at Delin, -saye:- "It is mafer lun'the United States
te km sa man than ta kill a deer out of season."
Thefe le &a close sesson for deer, but noue for men,1

*Teeare many causes for the cheapnese u'ith.wbich
f,'eregarded'lu parte of the United States, and we

have ueed ta be careful that smnt of thent do nlot
froduce similar reeults iu Canada. One cause lies
m the fact that in a country that le being filled up
wlth immigrante of diverse nationalities, tltere is not
always ta be fouud that senne. of responibiity feit
by esch and every pereon for. every ather
persan that ie feit in aid sud settled coin.-
munities. Another cause ie the sensational
treatmeut .af crime and cininale by uews-

ppere, surrounding murder witb a sort of romance.
in tnen of the thinga that we have just reason ta

be preud -of lu Canada, that under aur lau' and the
procedure of aur courtes. crime meets with juet pull-
lshaient mare certainly sud spee dily than in the
United States; and that fact, in itself bas doue
mueh ta prevent the senational exploitation of
murderers b y Canadian newspapers.- Another cause
of the frequency of murders in the United States is
the practice of going jrmed. It is necessany in this
cauntry, as' it is in the United States, that mare
effectiie. stepe be taken ta prevent the carnying of
revolvers. Murderone u'eapone are aitogether too
eaeily- pracurable. Their sale should be surrounded
by at iesst some of the safeguard'au'hich are con-

idered necessary in the case Qf deadly paisone.

Eu3T TEE PARLIAXENTARY TRUNK.
Who eau say that the spirit of praglrese doese not

make itself. felt at Ottawa? The Parliamentary
Trunk is ha be abolished. And surçly It ie bigh
tirne it was ablOislied. WVhy should the people af
Canada bc taxcd ta provide the members of the
flouse of Cbntiîîions anîd of the Senate u'ith trunks?
The truîîks, iîeediess ho say, have been ieather
trunks of the best sort procurabie. The Parliamnen-
tary truîik lis eeîî an institution hedged arouud
by tlîiek accretions of antiquity (so far as antiquity
eau be spakeîî of in conniec4ioîî with thils Canada of
ours) and <of authîority and privilege. IHow rarely
are men fouîîd ini publie life îith the necessary
courage aud initiative ta attack a moss g-own in-
stitution! The Parliamentary truîmk] lias biecu anc
of the tiiings tiîat a"-ist to niake the Dioniffio'î
eslator- feel like a ppcîmsie- îîpon the publie

boiînt.y. 1h liasi iuit leeîî a îîaYîieîît foi- services
nqndered; it lias iîtei a îoîîîsipaymnent, gotiged
bf au ungrateful nation by legislators who feel1 that

-the nation ought ta be grateful. It eau certainly
flot be regarded au a thing conducive ta the self -
respect -of the honorable gentlemen in Parliamenz.
There in another rather mare seriaus institution
of somewhat 'the samne kind, which, let us hope,
will before lon g be reiegated into oblivian, in the
*ake of the 1aliarentary trunk. TMds is the
mileage alawance, which persists in spite of the
fact that the railway companies are cornpeiled, by
legilation passed a feu' years ago, ta carry the
legisiators of both Houses ta and frorn Ottawa free.
It may, perhape, bc argued that thene is ta bie ad-
ivanced- lu justification af it, the fact that the ment-
ber 'of -Parliament wha goee ta Ottawa front, say,
'Vancouver is entitled ta iýxre remuneration thau the
member; whose home and business are in Ottawa or

-in Moutreal, or Toronto. But there can bc no justi-
fication of it in its piresent form. It is a thing as
Unjustifiable as the Parliarnentary trunk.

TEE CA*MDIÂK'COINAGE.
An Indianapolis newepaper bas made the "«si:-

prising and significazt" discovery that the only gold
coinage in Canada is that of the United States,
and aima that gald fromn the Yukon and other
Canadian gold-producing regions can only be dis-
posed.of by seuding it ta the United States mints.
As a matter of faet, the British sovereigu, according
ta the Currency Act, is the standard of vaine in
the Ganadi1an currency eystern, although as a matter
of convenience the goTd of the United States passes
current in tbis country as legal tender, Canada and
the United States having the decimal systern of
dollars and cents in comman, ta which systent the
British1 pounds, shillings and pence are not readily
adjustable In everyday use. The sovereign, though
it le the standard.of value in aur systern, is prac-
tically not in circulation in this country at ail.

- The Indianapolis neu'spaper is incorrect in stating
that Canadian gold bas ta bc sent ta the United
States mints ta be coined. Anyone can take gold
in any quantity ta the Canadian mint and have it
coined, at a merely nominal coat, into British sov-
ereiglie, ideutical u'ith the British rnould except for'
the smail "C,"which indicates the coins as of Can-
'adian minting. In a short tirne Canadian gold pieces
u'ill be turned out fron the Canadian mint, and as
soan as these are available for ail Canada, they w'il
naturally supersede the United States gold coins.

* SCOTCH MARRAGE LAW.
The report, u'hich was widely circuiated in the

uewspapers, that Abbotsford, the famous residen< e
of Sir Walter Scott, had been bought by Frank J.
Oouild, of New York, bas turned out ta be untru..
The truth je tbat Mn. Gould bas leased Abbotsford,
which lhe je now occupying with bis uewiy-married
bride, who is bis second wife, bis firet adventure
in matnimouy having ended in divorce. He and the
ptesent Mrs. Gould took advautage of a peculiar
feature of the forai of marniage of Scotland, wbich
bas for mare than a century furnisbed matenial for
the satiriet in literatune and fon the piaywrigbt
seeking striking surprises for bis"plot. For example,
Sir W. S. Gilbet-he of the farnous partnership
with Sir Arthur Sullivan in the production of tune-
fui and witty oper ~-makes the whale story of lis
play "iEugaged" biah upan the complications re-
suiting frorn a marniage that took place on the
border betu'een England and Scotland. Nor- have
the satirise and camedy witers stretched tiein-
terpretatian of the aid Scottisb marriage at
ail. Here is the synopsis of it in the Encyciopedia
Brittaunica: "A marniage mnay be constituted by
declanations made by the man and the woman f liat
they ' presently do take each other for busband uii'il
wife.' These declaratians 'miay bie emitted on anx'
day, at an y tirne, and without the preseuce of wit-
nesees,' and eitber by writing, or orally, or by sigus,
and in any forn wbich is clearly expx-essiî-e of in-
tention. Such a marriage is as effectual toalal in-
tents and purposes as a public marriage. Theecl)ii-
dren of it would be legitiniate, and the parties ta
it would bave ail the rights iu the property of eacli
other given by the law of Scotland ta husband and
wife." It appears that at the Couid mnarriage,. un-
der a relatively modern procedutre, th 9hri u
twvo othen witnesses were present. te lrifad

THE APPEAL TO, CAESAR.
Could anytiîiugilustrate witil 1more strikiîîgpi(,-

turesqueness anti force thle contra:st betweei fli
conditions of life on this coutinet îit lthil tî]w
t ions in regions of thie colît ilieiit of Eî'î'îp freîi
nîmic i man' imîuigraîît. oiîet o t1îi.,iiiiv i
the account given by tii,' Vi1 'uî1îa c4)f-niiieu I
t lie London Timies. of uiuî'letwiîîljî1 1 i.î'
wliie t1e Austrian Enipcror wa 'reunig01enl -

illEr rpeetitivyfroni s'coîîbî'uîn t lus l, ,e ,iii Vieiiiio
.Six est. dre'"ePd in Slav co-it nm, wci' <a t
him. kneeling in the roadway. iimmd lldiimgluiili

hands to him in supplication. When the Ernperor's
carriage approached one of them endeavored ta
throw a petition juta it. The men were arrested.
They proved ta be the representatives of Borne 50,000
peagants. living on the frantier of Croatia, descen&ed
from the milrtary coloniBts who were settied there
long ago to form a barrier againat Servian raids.ý
When, smre forty years ago, that borderland wits

'united with Croatia, the inhabitants were Prornîsed
the ownership of the Bail they had oecupied on a
sort of feudal tenure, on the payment of a number
of instalments of purchase maney. The payments
were coMnpieted by the peasants many years agi',
but the big landlôrde and the local authorities re-
tained the awnership of the-land, and the peasants
had recourBe ta ]4w. In 1908, the highest Hungèrian
court decided in the peasants' favor, but the peas-
ants had been unable ta get the adminstrative auth-
orities ta carry out the judgment. Hence their
reBart ta the primitive rnethad of sending represen-
tativeB to waylay the Emperar near hie chief
palace in the capital of the empire, attended by a
giittering rnounted mocrt. Is it possible for a per-
son born an this continent ta realize what it means
ta a peasant who hias grown up under such a syetem
on the continent of Europe, ta find himmelf on a
hornestead of bis own here in Western Canada? And
do not the thoughts suggested by this queBtion
prompt reflections in regard ta the serious p rab-
lems presented to the mind of every thaughtful
Canadian citizen in connection with the assimilation
of the foreign-born settlers and the develapment of
the Canadian citizenship of the years ta came?

A TÂRIFF LESSON FROM RUSSIA.

In the development of a policy of tariff protection,
Russia bas encauntened the inevitable conlict be-
twveen the interests of the protected and those of
the people at whose expense that protection is pro-
vided. The contending forces have made an issue
of the duties on agriculturai implements, the manu-
facturers wanting the tariff maintained at a high
rate, and the farming interests-which, in Russia,
are concentrated by reason of the existence of a
wealthy class of owners of great areas of land-
oppasing that demand. The aid delusion about the
foreigner pa.,ing the cluty, which bas- iived langer
and shown more vitality in its aid age In the United,
States than anywhere else, bas not been brought
into the controversy. It is perfectly plain and
manifest ta the landed interests that no duty on
agricultural implements wouid be paid by anyone
under the proposais of the manufacturers-that is,
no duty, as such. The chief taxation would be paid,
not into the Government's treasury, but into the
pockets of the manufacturers, whose idea is, of
course, ta take advantage of the prohibitive duty
by keeping their prices up ta the limit made pas-
sible by the tariff, the purchasers not paying duty
on imported implements, for there would be no
implements imported, but paying "protection" ta
the Russian manufacturers. 0f course, there bas
figured in the controversy the familiar aid story
about the increased profits enabling the manufac-
turers ta pay more wages ta their employees, and
enabiing them also ta go into business on a larger
scale, thus creating a home market for the farmers'
produce. This well-worn protectionist version of
the myth of the inhabitants of the South Sea
islands who ail made comfortable livings by taking
in one another's washing, does not appeal ta the
landed interests in Russ la. In no other country in
the world, probably, does the simpiicity of the social
organization make the hioliowness of that favorite
argument of the protectionists woe obviaus. It
is quite apparent ta the land owners in Russia that
the incereased piei@e eaiis the lessening of the
calpacitY of the farmners ta buy, which means the
lcssening of the demand for workmen ta manufac-
tuire imoplemnents fromn increasing, as it must, under
a system more equitable ail round. This feature

ofa protective svstem1 is often obscured by complex
iiidtustial cond(itions. Where there are idie men

secin cnplyrnntit often gives the advocates
of protec(tionisî groun"d foi'the' plausible assump-
tion that difficulties ilmposed by high tariff legis-
lotion uipon the satisfaction of wants will îîot only
niake work, but iake.s- wagcs ta pay for it. It is
argeldthiat goods (ail b(-'e xcluded froin the country
atid variotis industries put ta los, and inconvenience

lib1re i)artie'llariv, of core* the agricultural iii-
iistry, upon whose lîaik iii verN1 land that lias a

l igh1 tariff. is ioaded thle iiîo j iii shre of the burden-
%%'itiioult Iseigtledeliiîl for -labor. Where.

U iiRissia, tii(' igoîi/tiîîîî of industry
-'idl (onlere e eitst lie &nro\vtihof confusing
t Ifilorii's. the fallacies of ti lîiOmse oîf protectionist

ar~c e iletected. Aliîd Nýv1ierî'the igricultural iii-
i er'st aieorgn ized a .111l 1ive to tiieir righits, the

'lt ,.() oOtigr)usvi oiilte imposit ion
hu4! iilli il soiid iîej1 iitimii5 iiî0,11tîie thie hasit'

îîoiulstiY. for thelio sPt tiift 111dmdlLvantage of
o i ilit rrests.
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