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PREFACE.

s

This publication is not so complete as could have been desired in con-
sequence of the loss of a large number of Mr. Pirie's poetical writings.
This may have been partly due to the fact that the idea of their publica-
tion in this form was never contemplated untilsometime after Mr. Pirie's

death.

The following sketch of Mr. Pirie's life is taken from the ScoiiisA
American Journal:
" John Ramsfcy and George Plrie were both Aberdonians/ although the former happened todraw hiflttrat breath in the city of London. Both were bom in the last year of the Iwt cen-

tury, and both died in the present year-the one closing his eyes in his own, although not his
native city, on the 4th of June ; the other, who first saw llgk there, sinking to rest in hia
adopted land on the 23rd of July.

*

Both were journalists. Mr. Ramsay, however, terminated his connection with the press the
vejy year Mr. Pine commenced hin Both were vigorous witcrs and independent thinkers •

both were possessed of no despicabi- poetical talent ; both were in some measure like others of
,toeirk»nd-«li8appointedmen. The one. however, from the necessities of a lurge family and
,6th?r causes, never aucciunbed to the tqrtiires of bodily weakness, but warked heroicallv al-
taiost to the very last, at his ordinary vocation ; and in it occasionally rose out of and abova
BBfto hindrances, and »Urred up others by his words. The oftier, without family U^, neveri»viDg fonned any, \«M obliged by failing health (and was able at the same time) to quit artive

I^?±*K.lffW^^V earFy date, althongh had encouragement smUed on his aspiSn? hejjight have forked on fn a sphere In vhlch a pecuTiar talent seemed to promise ^c<»88 ItWW otherwise oiidaiped.
>.uv««w. ^i,

.fc.ItoBay appears to have been in figure and appearance a singular contrast to Mr Piriejpefonner, a short, stout, determined individual, bavring, aa he fondly imagined, a strikiiiffjfWeroblance to the first NMK>leoh-fltted to command, indisposed to yfeldTfte hotter *iwf
SS'liwl,^ Sr*^'"'^yv^\*^***"*t^ ^ a^remarfcable cfe,?ree, with a shrill, weak'volw!^ all the appearance of oYie between whom and death there was but a step

Activity ana change characterized the career of the one as well as of the other, but the con-teast l»eio, too. waa great, thou-h not inexplicable. Literary pursuits from tie Sni mSoaaed
^iJt^^^ attcntfon. Originally occupying the place of tutor in different famlUe^TS
^**fei^vf.^;^'^?- 1-?"?i'^'''''"ri1''"^^^

Hospitaf, Aberdeen
; twice .ontesting the 'h^^"

,

•SSf^fI^v?/' «»?,V"\*'*'^"<'? ;
tonduating m succession two local periodicals of some tempor-tey oelebrtty, ana for the last fourteen years of his public lite acting as sub-editor of the Aber-

te Joua^Al., ttie oldeM apwsjjapcr in Ihe north of Scotland, only appearing again as a «»i.di-

ffuSvefe
""^ "'^^ *^^ "^^ *™*"'^ Chk^inltoischal cSjege

.^^'i^'^;^°
thp other hand, without thoughts gf literaiy labor, started early in life for hlm-^If; got some acquaintance with business iu. London; came to Canada in &esame co^-

'E°^iHt^**«"*H!'''^'^,f^*^.^^'^'f thereafter became his life-long coraZionTre-
,
t^m^i to his natl,ve city ; mad$ an almost boyish marriage ; carried on busSsss thire for i>me
•|^?S„*i^«*^?»f^'^*J"'"=.^^=

flmOlmurnca toCana^^T; settled and worHed onaCh 6^,&r ten MMft ; t&enj;4ye It up ; iparrled a second time ; and for the last twenty-two years ofhisate conducted tl^e Quelph Heram as editor and proprietor
"

J, towperwice vi,mi, whj,cli were for many years exemplified and advocated by llr Plria.oth were benoVole^t, feuVwrth t^ieir dlffereht opportunities giving effect to ttt»>ait diverse
.-^8. It coi^ not be otherwUe. Mr. yirle was not in eircuiista^ces to j^aMTa^rtwiT!?cure even anlndependenoe that Wuld sanction retirement. He had to ke^at4%oA andd keen at it »a,\iyt^^ he <^id4. What l^s co^ld do In a beneficent Zy he^had foK'm
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