6

“Jlis Britannic Majesty [urther agrees that the vessels of the United
States, bona fide engaged in such fishery, shall have liberty to enter the |
bays and harbors of any of 1lis Britannic Majesty’s dominions in North
America, for the purpose of shelter, or of repairing damages therein, and !
of purchasing wood and obtaining water, and for no other purpose; and
all vessels so resorting o the said bays and harbors shall be under such
restrictions as may be necessary to prevent their taking, drying, or cur-
ing {ish therein.

“ It is further well understood that the liberty of taking, drying and
curing fish, granted in the preceding part of this article, shall not be
construed to extend to any privilege of carrying on irade with any of
His Dritannic Majesty's subjects, residing within the lnits hercinbefore
assigned for the use of the fishermen ol'the United States, for any of the
purposes aforesaid.

“ And in order the more effectually lo guard against smuggling, it
shall not be lawful for the vessels of the United States, engaged in the
said fishery, to have on board any goods, wares, or merchandise, what-
ever, except such as may be necessary for the prosecution of the fishery,
or the support of the fishermen whilst engaged therein, or in the prosccu-
tion of their voyages to and from the said fishing grounds. And any
vessel of the United States which shall contravene this regulation may
be svized, condemned, and conliscated, together with her cargo.”

The following is the reply of the American Plenipotentiaries :—

“The American Plenipotentiaries are not authorized by their in-
structiong to assent to any article on that subject which shall not secure
to the inhabitants of the United States the liberty of taking fish of every
kind on the southern coast of Newloundland, from Cape Ray to the
Ramean Islands, and on the coasts, bays, harbors and creeks from Mount
Joli on the southern coast of Labrador, to and through the Straits of
Belleis.e, and thence northwardly indefinitely along the coast, and also
the liberty of drying and curing [ish in any of the unsettled bays,
harbors and creecks of Labrador, and ef the southern coast of Newfound-
land, as above described, with the proviso respecting such of the said
bays, harbors and creeks as may be settled.

*The liberty of taking fish within rivers is not asked. A positive
clause to except them is unnecessary, unless it is intended to compre-
hend under that name waters which might otherwise be considered as
bays or creeks. Whatever extent of fishing ground may be secured to
American fishermen, the American plenipotentiaries are not prepared to
accept it on a tenure, or on conditions, difterent from those on which the
wholé has heretofore been held.  Their instructions did not anticipate
that any unew terms or restrictions would be annexed, as none were
suggested in the proposals made by Mr. Bagot to the American Govern-
ment. The clanses forbidding the spreading of nets, and making vessels
liable to confiscation in case any articles not wanted for carrying on the
fishery should be found on board are of that description, and would
expose the fishermen to endless vexations.”

The DBritish Tlenipotentiaries finally proposed the following
article :— ‘

‘ Whereas, Diflerences have arisen respecting ihe liberty claimed by
the United States for the inhabitants thereof to take, dry, and cure fish
on certain coasts, bays, harbors and creeks of His Britannic Majesty's
dominions in Ameriva, it is agreed between the high contracting parties
that

“ ArTicLE I.—The inhabitants of the United States shall have for-
ever, in common with the subjects of His Britannic Majesty, the liberty
to take fish ol every kind on that part of the southern coast of Newfound-
land which extends from Cape Ray to the Ramean Islands, on the wes-
tern and southern coasts of Newfoundland from the said Cape Ray to the
Quirpon Islands, on the shores of the Magdalen Islands, and also on the
coasts, bays, hurbors, and creeks from Mount Joli on the southern coast
of Labrador, to and through the Straits of Belleisle, and thence north-
wardly indefinitely along the coast, without prejudice, however, to any
of the exclusive rights of the Iudson Bay Company; and that the




