
Foreword
The Government believes that its policies
must lead to the full, free and non-
discriminatory participation of the Indian
people in Canadian society. Such a goal
requires a break with the past. It requires
that the Indian people's role of dependence
be replaced by a role of equal status, op-
portunity and responsibility, a role they
can share with atl other Canadians.

This proposal is a recognition of the
necessity made plain in a year's intensive
discussions with Indian people throughout
Canada. The Government believes that
to continue its past course of action would
not serve the interests of either the Indian
people or their fellow Canadians.

The policies proposed recognize the
simple reality that the separate legal status
of Indians and the policies which have
flowed from it have kept the Indian people
apart from and behind other Canadians.
The Indian people have not been full
citizens of the communities and provinces
in which they live and have not enjoyed
the equality and benefits that such participa-
tion offers.

The treatment resulting from their
different status has been often worse, some-
times equal and occasionally better
than that accorded to their fellow citizens.
What matters is that it has been different.

Many Indians, both in isolated com-
munities and in cities, suffer from poverty.
The discrimination which affects the poor,
Indian and non-Indian alike, when com-
pounded with a legal status that sets the
Indian apart, provides dangerously fertile
ground for social and cultural discrimin-
ation.

In recent years there has been a rapid
increase in the Indian population. Their
health and education levels have improved.
There has been a corresponding rise in
expectations that the structure of separate
treatment cannot meet.

A forceful and articulate Indian leader-
ship has developed to express the aspira-
tions and needs of the Indian community.
Given the opportunity, the Indian people
can realize an immense human and cultural
potential that will enhance their own well-

being, that of the regions in which they
live and of Canada as a whole. Faced with
a continuation of past policies, they wilt
unite only in a common frustration.

The Government does not wish to per-
petuate policies which carry with them the
seeds of disharmony and disunity, policies
which prevent Canadians from fulfilling
themsetves and contributing to their
society. It seeks a partnership to achieve
a better goal. The partners in this search
are the Indian people, the governments
of the provinces, the Canadian community
as a whole and the Government of Canada.
As atl partnerships do, this will require
consultation, negotiation, give and take, and
co-operation if it is to succeed.

Many years wilt be needed. Some efforts
may fail, but learning comes from failure
and from what is learned success may
follow. Atl the partners have to learn;
all will have to change many attitudes.

Governments can set examples, but they
cannot change the hearts of men. Canadians,
Indians and non-Indians alike stand at the
crossroads. For Canadian society the issue
is whether a growing element of its popu-
lation will become full participants contri-
buting in a positive way to the general well-
being or whether, conversely, the present
social and economic gap will lead to their
increasing frustration and isolation, a threat
to the general wetl-being of society. For
many Indian people, one road does exist,
the only road that has existed since Con-
federation and before, the road of different
status, a road which has led to a blind alley
of deprivation and frustration. This road,
because it is a separate road, cannot lead to
full participation, to equality in practice as
well as in theory. In the pages which follow,
the Government has outlined a number of
measures and a policy which it is convinced
will offer another road for Indians, a road
that would lead gradually away from differ-
ent status to full social, economic and
political participation in Canadian life. This
is the choice.

Indian people must be persuaded,
must persuade themselves, that this path
will lead them to a fuller and richer life.

Canadian society as a whole wili have to
recognize the need for changed attitudes and
a truly open society. Canadians should
recognize the dangers of failing to strike
down the barriers which frustrate Indian
people. If indian people are to become full
members of Canadian society they must be
warmly welcomed by that society.

The Government commends this policy
for the consideration of atl Canadians,
Indians and non-Indians, and ail govern-
ments in Canada.


