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7,000 men, women, and children, and have thus proved beyond contradiction
that ini this district, at Ieast, the Protestantpopulation are entirely opposed to a
chanige whichýthey believe will have the effect' of placirig the governing power
absolutely"in the hands of the Roman-eatholics.

5. In forming the comniittee care was taken, as I am informed, ta exclude
niembers of the Counèil and oflikers of the Government, in order to avoid all
shadow of reason for the assertions uhich the Roman-catholic leaders have before
so unreservedly Tnade, tlhat these classes, fron interested motives alone opposed
tieir vicws; and for a like reason the signatures to the petition were procured
entirelv without the co-operation or assistance of the parties referred te. The
only exception % as in the case of the acting Solicitor-general, who, as Member
for Fortune Bay for years before he was connected with the Government, inva-
riably opposed the '2nqualified concession of the change of system in question.

6. The petitions from the outports cannot be expected in St. John's for some
months, in consequence of the difficulties of communication at this season of the
year, and of the delay that will be occasionéd by the absence of the .people at
the seat fiishery ; but there can be little doubt, so far as I am informed and
believe, jhat, making areasonuble'allowance for the difference between a district
like St. Johnst where ,the inhabitants are collected within a small compass, and
the outport districts where they. are scattered<,over a large extent of coast, tie
outport- petitionls:gillishow a likeresultawiththe,one fromi St. John's..

7. p am"nÙntio t"è 'e articuai'è'éàûse thepriîyer of. this petition to
the Queen, delivered to me by a deputation of rèspectable inihabitants of this
town, fôtsùiiàkiðh"So"yr Gracè, before'th'e ricîPt by me of yonr despatch
Nb. 4 9f the Ef' Of Fébiary, i "foi.tehefulhlnet 'Ôf the tmost important t
the conditions %vfiIihrlace considèÎessential to justice, and iequisite to
the satisfactory working of the new systen of government.

J have, &c.
(signe d) Ker B. Hlamilton.

Enclosure in No. 6. Enclosure in No. C.

Sir, St. JTohn's, 6 «iNlareli 1854.
You are doubtless awvare that for some ycars past, the Roiiinri-catholic inajority of the

bouse of Asseimbly have been unceasing in their effoits te obtitin the establislîîxtiît in this
colony of ivhiht is termèd reàiponsible g6vdr\unent;ý a 'hnnige ivliil flid thF otestttnt ininority
have steadily oppiosed, from the conviction that the introducti<)n of that system, withioit a
subdivision of t.c "more populouis. diqtrkèts- and; anincr.e.se of' r-epesenttivos, fiairly appor-
tioned anmong all clisses, wvould';,e Mxgly dangerous te our civil aîxd religions liberties, as
under the presentuà-fair sçaIleofrep;rcieçatioîî, the Romati-catholie inino-it-y of' the popula-
tion have ài majority:in thue Asènbly, &âxd the practical[ operation of responsible governinent

woul bete ~si jt te Romýan-catËolic ,eergy whose influence sûch mnnjorfty are electcd,
the whoe e hat eâdd t~ ~er fdelelGvne

wo 11

Yeu *vi1 also hâve' er~d 1~uf h l5cal pM ) tilat ivitlî the, dbject, doubtless, of

beratively resolvedto discontiniu dl legislative' ýaction under oui' preseit form of governý-
ment;, and have earried their resolution. into effect by adjourning tintil the 2Otlî instanlt.

R is- w~dl neésr oosre hd hétep',%villý prýhably obligre, thé Irperial! Govoru-
ment, cihr ea~d o hi ihs rte maire such' alterationis iV ,the con8tituti0fli 115; will
plaice,-it ýbéyond îthe~ ,poverý of',wifmw ý ndviduaW, to-preyent its harmionious y~orking; niand
that, ne effort may. be,ýpiredonthe part of thea ProtestUut Population;! to *aveirt frein this
colàny bhtwl,,obtcs iuu iousalike to its -moral, so.dal,, and 1politicl. condition and
presp)eets ; dniteenýu~got~'nerin a been forre(ne uSt. Johîn's, f6r the
purpose ofIadoptiîigý sucli mniss aswill.ùnite, -theýProtestêtitpopullation-t i î cebined
appeal to thîe Jrinperial Governinent, in tlxp hope thàt a truop representation of' tlixir'senti-
mient 1s on tlîis suljeet niay influence th ,e <Jov rînt ini tsdci

nieitsoU vhch tïii1 ,ioIý in. fd1l doufirnec, oi~ a ase 'of the %vhiolc
1vVih Lh~ vi~,' fîe dmintte~ hi~e ~repded ptitins e Qûcenl ana botl 'Rotlîses f

PaFliameënt, xi~te~ie~ti~ iaiét f~Iasntigt~o~wt ieîct tt
should.you ilconcur iiiý opinien wvithi them, yen Nvih1 furtbeï the commron cause L'Y proinotinig
the,e0,tablislhnxenit of, a loexdrcolîurnittec in .. ,and by procuring to t S
petitions the signatures of!vr;i1irts~x inhdstit ho, having arrived at years
of ciscretion, nind' havingtr'ue eft'eet -and' objeet, of' the pe'titions explained to thein, will
coneur, in -thieir, prayer..

Yen wilI observe, that lafarig hseptitions, aIl reference te- any grounld of ob)jection
te responsible gnvernîtnein otixer than the nain euec above referred to, lias bjeen avoidd; lis
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