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I inean a patriotisin tliat is broad and enliglitened, and tliat clares
look the future iii the face ; while I call tliat Liberalisui temperate

whicli lias shaken off all the hyperbolisins and utopiaii dreailis
in whicli it is often wrapped iii sonie of the couiitries of E urope.

Laurier sees far, because Ilis standpoitit is a lofty onc. For the
saine reason, lie perceives niany tliiii-s at mie glance, and Ilis eye is
the better able to Lake iii the wliole situation. To this fact Nve imay

probably attribute tliat unit), of thonglit in Iiiiii, wliicli, if I illay
use the siinile, gives the impression of ]lis beiiig carved, like a

marble statue, out of a single block. For, pliant and supple ts is
Laurier's eloquence, nothing is more rigid than Iiis mental attitude
upoii a question of principle. Like Iafoiitaiiie's oak, it iliay break,
but will iiever bend.

May it iiot be owing to the saine cause tliat one is inclined
to regard liiiii as soinewliat of a fatalist ? lie is no more dislieart-

ened by a reverse than lie is carried away by success, and greets
tlieili botli -vitli a siiiile. His deféat iii 1877 was a terrifie blow,

dealt Iiiiii full iii the face. Iýo liave the ground Élus give Nvay
beneatli Iiis feet was so unexpected as it iiiiglit possibly prove fatal

to all.his liopes, I was one of a group of friends wlio were with
Iiiiii on that iiieinorable eveiling; and we all felt cruslied and over-

wlielnieçl by the iiews. Not by so iiiiicli as a liair's breadtli, liow-
ever, did his sereiie good temper vary froin its liabitual caliii; iior

was tliere the suspicion of a treinor in Ilis liand as lie raised
Iiis glass to propose the liealtli of " better days to coule."

Iii the face of filets like this, 1 find iiiyself nientally querying
wlietlier, iii the calculatiotis of a iiiiiid of so profouiiclly pliilosoplii-

cal a cast as Ilis,-good and evil fortunes are not entered up, lilze
the (lebits and credits iii a casliier's books, as items i i an accouiit
tliat lie recogiiiies to be liecessary elenients iii the grand total.

As 1 liave already said, Laurier is a patriot ; but a patriot of Iiis
owii day, and-odd as the expression may appear-of his own

country. "I'liere ma), be otliers ailloli- us -%vlio are more Frencli iii
spirit than lie is; tliat is to say, more entlitisiastic in tlieir devotion
to, Frelicli institutions; but there does not exist a truer Canadian.

Canada-not the Province of Quebec alone-is Iiis fatlierland. It
is upon Canada as a wliole tliat Iiis patriotic thouglits and liopes


