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the country and for the cause of bunian progresi, wben

every licensed teacher in the Province or the Dominion

shall be of necessity a thorougbly educated and cultivated

man or woman, as well as one of the highest intellectual

and moral character.

PROBLEMJ9 0F GREATER BR!TAIN- 1.

T IIE very important book wbich Sir Charles Dilke lias

Lpublisbied under the above title is a comnplete encyclo-

pedia of the colonial empire of Great Britain. To revicw

such a book,in the sense of giving any approximate summary

of the contents, is impossible. We have had enougb and to

spare of impressions of travel and of statistical abstracts,

but there bas not been, and is not now, any other work

which places the reader in a position of such vantage f rom

whenice to obtain a general survey cf the dominant charac-

teristics of the widely diversified dependencies of the

British Empire. The salient questions of eacb colony

stand out above the mists of local politics and of Etiglish

prejudices and may be seen in truc perspective ; wbile, in

separate chapters, the reader may enter into the political

life of each. He may follow with intelligent interest Sir

John Macdonald, Sir Henry Parkes, Sir (ralham Berry,

Sir Thomas Mc[lwraitb, Sir Robert Stout, Sir Gordon

Sprigg, and other knigbts innumerable, as thbey career in

devions course upen, the political chess-boards of Greater

Britain. We are wont to complain of outside) ignorance

concerning Canada, but there is probably truth in Sir

Charles Dilke's remark that IlCanadian statesmen are in

a state of blank'ignorance about Anstralia," a reînark

which it would be safe in Canada to extend mnucb more

widely, and yet those progressive comaiunities of the

Southern hemisphere are inding original and satisfactory

sontions to soute very ditficult social problemts. In Vic-

toria we ind that place of the wbole world where the

average of wealtlî is greatest per bead o! the population.

Sncb a place is worthy o! stiidy. The volume is large-

over 750 pages of close print--but the "prolîleitts" are varied

and nuierous, and it is not padded ont witb unimportant

details o! social attentions paid to the writer. lHe bas

gatberëd bis information fromt ail classes and we maiy

learn from im coucerning the hopes, the prejudies, the

fears, the political and social views, and thîe mode cf life

of that ruting class wbicb in couintries so deniocratic

dictates to its leaders the poticy they shaîl pursne.

Empecially is this book useful now, because questions of

great moment, sucb as Independence and Imperial Federa-

tion, are being discussed with more or lems intelligence

and soute o! us in Canada, who think with the late Presi-

dent 1lÂncoln that "lit is tinte onough to cross a river wben

you ,eone to it," are being drivexi to a decision lîy the

assertion that our present position is intolerable -a nmelan-

chcly condition, it woul'i seeum, which we h4 lnot snspected

to exist. By a careful perusal of this volume we may

learn how much or bow little iuterest Canada bas in the

French convict settlement at New Caledonia, ini the (ler-

man annexation o! New Guinea, or in the dlaimis of tbe

Boers of the Transvaal upen Swaziland, and we may

argue froin that hiow inuch, or lîow little indignation

the French aggressions on the Newfonndland shore

may aro,îse in Anstralia. In Canada, hitherto, Jmiperial

Fo'deration bias be.en discussed too înucb as leading up to

differerîtial dluties in favour of colonial prodncts, wbile ini

England any practical treatment of the snbject bas dwelt

upon the necessary extension of free trade in Eng-lish,

manufactures. Sir Chartes I)ilke says witb trutlî that the

tariti is the crux of the wbote question ; which real

nîcans that eaclb party is cbiefly concerned with what it is

going to make. Lntil people talk less about their righits

and more about their duties, Imperial Confederation wil

neyer l)ecomie a serieus question. llnckstering never

built up great empires. The prevailing teiidenci(y seemis on

the contrary to be centrifngial. At pretient the federa-

tion of the Australasian Colonies is ait that ie practicable or

even deirable. The Southern Colonies are far mon(

separatist than are the North American. Leading journalk

in Australia openly advocate separatien, and leading states.

men, even premiers, are incliried to it. Youn-gAustralii

inclines to look upon an imperialist statesman as a fossil,

English statesmen are languid about non-Enropean ques

tiens, excepting when they concern Igidia, wbile Caiadiai

sentiment is Profourîdly miodified by the pressure o! thi

UJnited States. The individnalisai o! the AngloSaxet
. race causes it to grow more by ission than by organiza

tion extending fron the centre, and aU that seems pro

bable in the future is aggregation into gronps and a defen

sive alliance grewing out c! the use o! tbe saine language

The general accuracy cf Sir Chartes' staternents cor

cerning Canada gives great weight te bis statement

concerning other colonies, and makes Bs bock an indih

pensable manuat for the political stadent. Sight inac

curacies there are, as for instance when he says thi'

Ildirect relations hetween the Australian Colonies an

the Canadian Dominion bave heen begnn by the missioi

cf tbe leader cf the Senate te Anstralia." But then w

ourselves were misled-even in Canada-se positive Wa

the anneancement. Somte little over-statement therei

cencerning Quebec. The atatement that "lsentencesc

excommnunicationi are published in somte cf the Lower 'J'ar

adian journals, with the rintmes of the offenders, almosti

the way in which hankruptcieti are gazetted in commun

ties less ecles3iastical ." And another, Ilthat it bas bee

seriously suggested by somte of the Protestants cf Mon

-1al ihat tfhey would gzladly see the goverrument cf ti

TUIE WEEK.

Province ef Quehec absolutely in the Cardinal's hands."

The vivîdness incidentai te transatlantic speech bas probably

misled Sir Charles. Sentences cf excommunication hy name

are by no means common in Qaeeec.1 do not remember

ever te bave seen one gazetted. The editors cf the clerical

papers are aIl the time excommunicating somehody or

other, but they are net serions persons. Then, again,

although ne one can doubt but that Cardinal Taschereau

could and would govern this Province infinitely more

justly and economnically than our lay rulers cf late years,

any Protestants who serionsly suggested it must have

spokeîî uîder strong excitement. Perhaps tbe gorgeons

cotumne o! our Premnier at St. Hyacinthe, described at

p. 47-l'white breeches trimmed with red, a green satin

vest, a red mantle, a bat with white feathers and a breast-

plate set in briltiants "-may have unsettled their Protest-

ant principles. Prohably what Sir Charles' much-tried

informiants had in their mind was that, if we must bave

clerical governmlent, it would be better te have it in its

best formi, under a pretate and according te canon taw,

rather than under unknown and irresponsible ecctesiastics,
pulling the strings cf politicians and watching te set the

Pope right when lie gets astray.
IlPn-obtems cf Greater Britain " bas stood the ordeal cf

criticim very snccessfutly. The assertion that Canadian

Confederation is a success bas, bowever, been chattenged,

but snrely without reason. Tbe author may bave gene a

tittie far in saying that it bas transformed a Ilbackward

colony " into a great power-fer the Colonies were in the

fuît tide o!fniaterial prosperity when Confederation was

completed-bat it lias prevented them from drifting inte

antagonism; it broke down their isolation, it entarged the

views o! the people, it rendered possible great enterprises,

it put an end te those incessant deadlocks whicb imperitted

the pene cf Olci Canada, and it prevented the inceptien o!

a war o! tariffs stncb as exists in Austratia. We are told

cf a dispute now going on hetween New Soutb Wales

and Victoria fer the water o! tbe Murray River, wbicb

divi les the two colonies. Tt is badly needed for

irrigationi, but while the water in the river bed lîelongs to

New South Wales, it is drained for the most paît

from Victorian territcry. In the absence o! a central

antbority witlî local knewtedge sncb disputes moigbt lead

to serions trouble, Tt is truc that what we cati national-

ismn is toc often enily provincialism, but men with the

responzsil)ilitit<5 o! power are compelled te adopt broader

views, and, when we consider how long it teck after tbe

revolution te achieve a real union o! the revotted Colonies,

we are disposed te be thank!ul for the measure of suceesm

we have attained. Sir Chartes Dilke is a irni believer in

the principle cf federation. Net in Canada onty, but in

Switzerland, where the French, German and Itatian Ian.

guages, and the Roman, Lutheran and Calvinist religions'

are united, he sees evidence that the federal systemn caîî

selve almnost every politicat dithicnlty. Hie is, however,

evidently sceptical as te the feasibility o! Imperial Feder.

ation, and, witb the exception, perbaps, cf New Zealand,

ail the Austratasian Colonies seem opposed to it. He finds

thiat wbile Colonial statesmen will talk about it in ait

abstract and general way, they witl net commit themnselvei'

te any definite opin)ion. The separate fqderation e! the

Southern Colonies bie considers te be on the eve of

accoînpishinent.
'leuîpting though a discussion cf Sir Charles Dilkes'

account cf Canadian, and especially o! Quehec, politics

riay lie, there is net space for it here ; nor can [ even

* glance at tbe myriad interesting peints suggested cr

treated cf in this valuable volume. Hie devotes ioach
space ta the defences cf the Empire, and while lie inforni;

asu that excellent provision bas been muade in tha Southeri
9 Colonies, lie pints out that none wbatever exists in the Dc-

s minion. The question is very simple in Australia. The ex-

1 panse cf ocean is the best defence. In Canada we do net
r* appear te contemplate the possibility cf a war between Etig-

riland and tbe iUnited States,and we seem te have determined

te risk it rather than ramn ourselves in advance by
,r preparatiens. Tt is net very noble, but perhaps it is

wise. The methods o! warfare and the relative conditiom

18 cf the two countries have changed se profoundty sinc(
3- 1812 that notling can he concluded from what occurred

ýa then. There is ne excuse, hewever, for the defencelesi

1. state e! our Pacific coast, and it is te be hoped thal

8- peace înay be preserved witb aIl tbe world until eti

il Governînent and that cf Great Britain get tbroagb witl
kC their correspondence and settle as te whose duty it is ti

n attend to the inatter. Another point cf centrast betweet

a- the Australians and Canadians bas attracted car author'

notice. Tt is a certain inood cf pessimism te which th,
hlatter are subject. To borrow bis own words-"l therei
e.a wide-spread feeling in the Dominion that althongb thi

r-new nation seems vigorous and bealthy, it is somewlbî

tg 'eout o! sorts.' Notbing is hopelessly wrong with Canada
hs T lias the vitality cf a young country, and the undevelopiq

c-power that lies in its territeries is immense ; hi
atCanadians tbink (little as they bave spent or borroe

id as compared witb prosperous Australia) that they bar
)n borrowed and spent a great deal o! meney cf late years an,
re that tbe resalttaof the expenditure are not yet sufficientl

as apparent." Sir Charles does net tell us in sufficient deti
is of Sir Julius Vogel and New Zeatand deht, bat gees ont

Of enumerate the varions tonics wbicb are recommended fo
1- our aiting condition, altbough bis own private opinio

in~ seems te be that we are a little hypochondriac. Re

l- would prohably be the best thing. We get a good dealc
en Iltarif" every year and a goed deal of!Ilchurcb " se ths

we scarcely ever steady our nerves hefore we are treatE
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wbich 1 trust te consider in a fotlowing paper ; but the
consoling tboaght tbat we shah be happier wben we
borrow More and that we still have a large margin te
draw upon induces a pause for meditation.

S. E. DÂwsoi.

Ari Jenny !tbougb lif e is net ever,
The weetness cf living is pat;

No longer we walk througb the clover
And watcli the white ctouds saiting fast

For a darkness bas newly arisen
To spread and te spoil onr fair sky,

Al car days must be spent in a prison
And the black cloud shaîl neyer pass by.

Ah! Jenny ! though hright the scales glitter,
In thie midst of the coil larks a fang,

And the fruit e! the alinond is bitter
Tbongh the htossoms are fair wbile they bang

And the rose bas a canker within it,
And somte day tbe lark will net sing,

And the year that flew hy as a minute
Shaît bear heavy on Love's broken wing.

Ali! Jenny ! car play-hook lies broken
Behind ns ;-before is the page

liermetic ;-and se fer a token
Te cbarmi away grief in our age

Rememl)er the words cf Creation,
Our Il Let there he Love," wben Love's fire

Througb our lips like a sacred libation
Drencbed car seuls with the wine cf desire.

Ah ! Jenny ! we joarneyed together
Life's î-oad for a year and a day,

Bright stiuler bas been ail our weattier,
Fair blossoms have strewn al enr way

And shiall we now part at the corner
O! cross-roads and nmeet neverniiere,

Because the world leers like a scorner
And nîocks wben we pass by its (10cr?

Al i! Jenny ! the band that 1 gave yeni
That nliglit when r. promnised te keep

Your heart--le! 1 stretch ont te sîve yon,
And to save nîy ewn seul frein lel's deep

Let thie wortd say its worst ;--we shait never
l ar its voice or sec anghît e! its gloem),

For in L ove-land the hirds sing ferever
And the roses are always in blooni.

GRlM TRUTJJ."

SSPENT a pleasant bal! heur the ether day reading a
tnew short stery hy a yeung Canadian writer. Tite

name o! the story wvas "'Grim r1ruth," and that of the
write (Miss) Alexia Agnes Vial. Miss Vial resides at

,fQnehec, and if bier boek bas a local flaveur it is probahly
te lie fennd in the quiet scîf-restraint e! the style, iin bar-

î)mony witb the general character cf the best English
socîety cf the ancient capital.

aThoe story is founded upon alittle play ef theimagin-

Ilbreaks ont and at once becomes epidemic. The strickt-n
18person, man or womnan, finds ail at once tbat bie or site

ft must speak the real truth -" grim truthb" if necessary- in
repty to every question asked. Tite question niay bcput

in jest, as when the servant-maid asked the înilkman how

)t mach water he lîad put into thei nitk that morning ; but
the answer must ceme in dead earnest, as when the mitk-
man replied, II About bal! and bal!." The terrors cf such a

d.situation in any wetl organized society, beld tegether îiy

Ys the nsuial conventienalities o! speech and action, are

es bvieus. Miss Vial introdaces ns te a garden party that
bad assemhted on the very day on whicb the epidenîic

dstruck the town. It was an ordinary party compesed o!
3d ordinary people, but, as soon as tbey began te talk ta one
it another, and the trath wcuid slip out instead cf the asîmal
iar smoedandydiploatic speeehes, there was war. Tite bos-

tliat everythîing wasgoinl, wrong. There were frowng for

Bilsmiesatigry coltoqaies in lieu o! potite interchanges of
civilities, people mevinîg away front one another in evident

lean ger, in a word ail the signs o! the presence o! somie(lis-
uptive force. The guests hegan te leave, assuring the

ie astonisbed hestess as they did se that tbey bad neyer been

atin sncb singular cornpany or passed such an unpleasant

a. time in their lives. 1 do net repreduce any of tbe dialogue,

cd wbicb is very lively, hecause te do so would bardhy bc fair,

ut the wbole stery heing se short; it ought te be read in the

cd book itsetf.
ve For severat days the disease continues te rage with

id great violence tbrongb the town. The fashienabte dector,
îyattending a fashionable lady patient, tellsslher that there
Ly is positively nothing the matter with ber. The clergyman

tel is ohliged te check bimself as he is about te utter the
or words I dearty betoved bretbren "; for the first time in

bo is life bie realizes that bie does net love the bretbren in
on question se much after ail. Young ladies are ohiged te

cf answelr their ardent swains witb a real declaration of their

at feelings, until tbey feel like hiting their own beads off and

td sending the swains te kingdem conte, Everybedy in fact
8, bl as te make a dlean breast of whatever secret he is hiding,

--ire


