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peares,' freed froru the deadl iveight of note or
comment, many printing and publishing flrmns
have given us already, and any that like may
gise. Who pleases may print, as who nis
rnày read. But a Shilling Bible with an un-
nDoted text oniy the Oxford and Cambridge Uni-
versity Presses and the Queen's Printers are
privileged to put forth.

ilIf other printers print the book, it must be
wibh notes. This seemns to Puch a thing that
Mr. Gladstone. mîght have muade a note of, tu
more purpose than the littie bit of bookbinding
claptrap by %Yhich a hundred copies of this very
book, 'set tip' at leisure at one of these privi-
icged presses, had been printed off by a multi-
plication of machines, and put thraugh ail the
processes of dryingr, folding, cutting, giltsedging.
and binding, between midnight of the 29th and
micIday of the 3oth of june.

"There are scores of firrus that could have
done as mnuch; and the feat had no bearing
xbatever on the Prînter's Art, instead of being,
às Mr. Gladstone called it, its Ilclimax and con-'
sum ation.' If itw~as a "climax and consuru-
mation' of any art, iL was of the bookbînder's,
Dot the book-printer's, and, as such, this littie
'bit of business' strikes one as rather a theatri-
cal intrusion on an occasion which in no -way
callcd for it, considering, moreover, that the
pnintîng of this hook, is stili the one printer's
monopoly surviving ia Enland, and thrat this
copy came fromn one of three presses to .ývhich
dat solitary monopoly is conflned."

On the particular subject of Mr. Gladstones
boast at the Caxton celebruction, founided on the
fict that the press wvork, froru stercotype plates,
and binding of one hundred copies of the Ox-
fird Bible w'ere executed in sixteen hours, the
Peati Ml»onthly recalîs a much more reruarkable
iastarice of rapid printing, about w'hichi no
qecial noise wvas muade. Mie whole of the first
two volumes of the cheap edition of Macaulay's
lfistory of England ivas pud in type by the corn-
poitors, proofs read, corrected, reviscd, the
Çonos stereotyped, and an entîre edition printed
ad ready within forty-eight hours after thre
slcets of the Englisir edition renchied thre Ameni-
cm publisber's bands. Ilhis was a real achieve-
'Mnt of quick book-printing, that which Mr.
Girostone lauded so, highly being but the sein-
Mlaceconfined topresswork, and binding. Half
a dozen Amer.can publishing bouses bave sur-

pedit a dozen times. Many daily newvspa-

THE PRINTER'S MJSCELLANY.

pers perform feats of printing every day- that
outdo tuiy of them, except that there is no
hookbinding to do.

Relief Socleties.

"A Subseriber," wvhose letter appeared in the
February number of the Alfzellat:j, requested
that we shouild "11suggest some good scireme for
the formation of such a society."1 There is no
trouble Lu suggest a seheme, for there are manty
good ones that are quite practicable, but the
trouble is to find printers enough to take hold of
thre matter and push it to a suecessful issue. It
is a thing that will not grow of-itself-it must
have at its head as good, intelligent, business
men as the craft can turn out. TÉhere are many
that we know of wvho wvould be just the men,
but they already have about as ruuch to do as
they can attend to, and their time is fully occu-
pied ivith, other, and, perhaps, to thern, more
important %vork. Howveyer, ive wvould suggest
to "A Subscriber" that hie break thd matter to
those îvhomn he may have reason to think would
be favorable to the movement; get their ideas
of it, and in turn have tliem mention tire miatter
to others. In the meantîme, communicate wvith
Mr. H. R. Danforth, of the Franklin Society of
Boston, or with, W. J. Quinn, of the Ikrald
Benefit Association of the sanie city, and, no
d1oubt, either of these gentlemen wvill be most
happy to heip their brother typos w*vith ail the
information necessary for the organization of a
society to accomplisir tire ohjects aimied at.

«\'Je ivould just add licre, that froru our prescrit
I<nowvledge, %ve %vould suggest a society stiila.r
to the Franklin Societies of Boston and New
York. 1-Iovever, our idens are not very decided
in any direction, but ive stand prepared ta aid
the scheme nu rnîattcr whiat direction it may
talie, only stipulating that iL shall ie of the
genrieal nature spoken of by our correspondent.

There is one point in connection %vith tire or-
ganization of the Franklin Society named above
,.vlich catis for special mention, thirt is tire point
wherc employer anid employé are brought ito
intimiatc contact outsicle of thre %vork sliop. We-
aire of those who believe that if bath parties
knewv more of each other, socially, their actions
wvould bc more harnîonious aond a mutual feeling
of confidence, good-will and esteeno would pre-
s-ail %vhich %vould tend tu Iightcn as %well as
quicloen the labors of thre workmen.

WVe have lookcd forward for many years to

221


