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be rendered a whit sonndor or more uceurate by
tho subscription of the most influential name in
Manitoba. Conversely, weak logic, contradic-
tions which disprove nothiog, and uncalled for
invective do mnot carry any more weight nor ef-
fect any purpose the better for being supported
by tho prestige of a name oven as formidable as
Me. Van Allen’s. Had my communication con-
tained any charge or any porsonal referonce I
should have felt bound to accompny it with
my nam:. It did not, however. I leave your
readers, sir, to jadgo the disputo onits merits,
not on the names of the disputants. Mr, Van
Allen's reason for fuviting me to disclose my
identity is so obviously flimsy that although
having no {fasuperable objection to signing my
name, I do not feel that it is at all necessary,
and bug to subscribe inyself again.
Maxitona Mercuast,

Mining by Electricity.

The Free Press, published at Nauaimo, B. C,,
tells as follows of how coal mining is done at
the Union mines, Vancouver Island,by electric-
ity : —

A Free Press vepreseatative called on A. Dick
Government Inspector of coal mines, on his re.
turn yesterday from am offizial visit to the
Uaion Colliery at Comox. Mr. Dick then gave
a description of the electric m«chine—the first
of the kind he had scen—as wonderful and doiug
its work with the utmost ease and the precision
of clock-work. He time.d the machias while at
work aad fouad that it “minel” ¢ feet bv 39
inches, and four inches deep in five minutes, [t
also took five minutes from the tin e f finishing
cut, until it commenced work on the next. To
move it from one still to another takes about
half-an-hour. Mr. Dick expressed the opinion
that it will greatly faciliate the mining of coal,
and also that the coal will come out in a more
merchantable condition. In fact Mr. Little,
manager, aod Mr. Russell, overman, said the
refuse from the machine was not half that by
the ordinary mode of mining.

D. N. Osyor, electrician of the Jeffery Elec-
trical Compaoy, of Columbus, Ohin, is at pres-
ent at Union placing the machinery in order,
and instructing the operators. Mr. Joha Eid,
is in charge of the cutting machine, having one
helper, who with an engineer in charge of the
dynamo, is the eotire working force. The
steam i9 supplied from the colliery boilers.

Mr., Osyor expects to romain at Union about
two weeks longer, and says that in the long
wall system of coal mining the machine can do
a much greater per centage of work thaa in the
small stall syste.n. The machine simply does
the under-mining, then the miaer has to come
along, drill the holes, fire the shots, and load
away the coal.

Following is a brief technical fescription of
the machine as given by the manufacturer :

Tie machin: consists of a bed frame ozcupy-
ing a space of 2 feet wide, by 8 feet G inches
lung, composed of two steel chaanel bars firmly
braced, the top plates on each forming racks
with their teeth dowaward, iuto which tha feed
wheels of the sliding frame eagage. Mounted
upon and engaging with this bed frame, is a
sliding frame, similarly braced, coasistiog
manly of two steel bars, upon which are mount-
ed at the rear ends, the electric mtor, from
which power is transmitted through straight
gear and worm whee: to the rack, by means of

which tho sliding frame is fed forward. Upon
tho front end of this sliding frame is mouated
tho outter bar, hield firmly by two solid steol
shoes, with saitable brass boxes. Tho cutter-
bar contiins bits, mile of tool atbel, held in
plaso by sot scrowa. When the cutter-bar is
rovolved, theose cutters or bits, cover its outire
face. The cutter-bar is rovolved by an end-
loss curved liok steel chain from the deiving
shaft, and as it {s rovolved, is advaiaced by the
above mechaniam into the coal or gther material
to bo undercut to the desired depsh.

The clectric motor ocenpies a space of about
20 inches square, is built in the most workmaa.
like manner, both mechanically and electrically.
The current required 50 amperos at o prossure
of 220 volts ; the motor is wound to develop
fully 15 H. P., though frequently in somo voius
of coal tha machin=» oaly uses 30 ampores or 74
H. P. in makiog cuts The machine is started
by means of a switch located oa a suitable re-
sistanco box, oun the rear end of the motor, the
same beiog arranged with battons ; the current
is gradually turned on by aimply passing the
lever over these buttons. The armatute of the
motar i3 caleulated to run at a speed of §,000
revolutions per minute, from which the speed
is reduced 80 A= to run the cutter-bar 20) revo-
lutions per winate. The momentum of thg ar-
matare is such, that ordinary obstructions met
by the cutter-bar in the coal are not percopti-
ble, causing the machise to run steadily and
comparatively quiet.
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British Columbia.

T. E. Peck, East Wellington hotel, is dend.

McKianell & Cole have opened a wholesale
liquor establishment at Nanaimo.

William Kirkup, hardware dealer, of Rovel
stoke, will open a branch at Nelson,

James Wilcox, of the firm of Sabiston & Wil.
cox, Commercial hotel, Nanaimo, is dead.

McDounald & Hohbs have commanced business
as wholesale wine and liquor merchants, at
Nanaimo.

The members of the Vancouver Early Cosing
Association hive decided to abandon the Wed-
uvesday half-holiday, on account of the opposi-
tion of some merchants.

Jas. McDonald & Co., of Revolstoke, have
secured the contract for building the stations,
storehouses, sheds, e:c., tor the Columbia sod
Kootenay railway at Sprost and Nelsoa,

The first shipment of this season’s sealskins
for the London market his been made from
Victoria by M. J Duvis representiag Joseph
Ullmaa. He gent a full carload via the C.P.R.
and New York,

A chinge has occurred in the personnel of
the legal firm of Corbould, McColl, Forin &
Campbell, of Vancouver and New Westminster,
Fotin and Morrison retire from the firm and
Charles Wilson of Victoria, becomes a member
of it.

Nelson Miner : As a result of the transfer
of the Wheeler interests fn Hot Springs district
to W. L. Hoge of Anacinda, Msutana, samp-
ling and conventrating works will shortly be
erected at some poiat in the district—probably
at Ainsworth,

Tho electors of Richmond municipality have
voted on the by-law for raising $10,000 for im-
proviog and muking roads.  The result of the

¢« poll was that the by-law was carried by the

majority of 43.  Out of 119 votes, 81 were for
the by-law, and 38 against.

The Vernon Newes and Qkanugan Farm ant
Live Stock Jeurnad is the latest addition to the
powspaper list of Rritish Columbia. It isan
eight-pago paper, and isgot up very creditibly,
The News is to bo run on independent princj
ples, with the Okanagan country as its spacial
charge,  We wish the new arrival cvery
success.

The Victoria Timee says: “A dreadful dis.
aster occurred on tho sealing schooner Juanita
threo days ago, while the vessel was sealing off
Vauocouver Island shore. Qac of the crew was
ongagod in loading cartridge shells in the cabin,
when one of them went off and ignited a cask
of powder. In the oxplosion that foliowed the
capwain was seriously injured. Seven of the
crew, all but one abord, were badly hurt, and
all were blinded by the explosion. Theschooner
entered port to-day in charge of two men frum
another schooner, with her injured crew lying
in the hold, The cabin was complet-ly des-
troyed. The quantity of powder exploded was
over 25 pounds.”

Vancouver News: The Vancouver Ship.
building, Sealing and Trading Compauy has
launched, from their shipyard on False Creck,
Vancouver, the firat of their sealing scheoncre
whivh is as staunch a ship of 90 tons, as any
that has been seat north to Behring Sea. The
company has pushed forward to compl tion
this vessel under trying circumstances, as
skilled labor 10or this class of work has been
nearly impossible to obtain.

Nelson Miner: At Ainsworth D:. Henry of
Spokane, is buitding a drug store ; Roderick
McLeod, a 23x100 foot addition to his hotel ;
Olson & Williamsons a 30:60 2 story hotel;
Wilson & Perdue, a 20x30 14-story meat mar
ket ; and the Spokane Mercantile Company are
making preparations to build a atore. At Nel-
son work is being carricd on on the later-
national hotsl, R. E. Lemon’s hardware store,
the Clark & Malono building, the Nelson hotel,
the Tolson building, G. Q. Buchanan’s 2 resi-
dences, the Huston & Ink bleck, und on several
small additions to stores and hotels. About 60
mechanics are employed in all in the two
towns, ’

Columbiun :  Last fall, while digging a ditch
at Steveston, a small vein of natural gis was
struck, but at tho time nothing was thought of
it. It was noticed, however, a short time ago
that the stream of gas was icreasing, and last
night W. H. Stevers determined to see what
sort of a blaze it would make. He placeda
barrel over the sticum, and allowing only a
small hole for tho gas to escape, set fire to i,
with the result that a flame four feet high shot
into the air, burning Mr. Steves’ rather se-
riously before he could withdeaw them The
flame gradually subsided to about ton iuches in
height, which burned all night, and was stiil
burniog when Mr. Stevers loft home yesterday
morning. When the news spread that a vein
of natural gas had been discove-ed, there was
considerable excicement at Stoveston, sud peo-
ple gathered fron all parts of the neighborhood
to see thc blaze. It is uoderstood thas Mr.
Steves and & number of other geutiemen will
form a company and take immediate steps to
develop the vein, which they are cenfident will
sesult in a big strike of natural gas. It is
to be hoped their expectations will be realized.



