
CIIRISTIAN OBSERVEr

known te the British authorities, it ivas
eurc to provoke their resentment wheti
severities were <irccted against them,
instead of against the more guilty par-
tics. Ia June, 1840, an attempt ivas
made to b urn thc British Flee t by meaus
of tire rafts, and subsequently large re-
wards ivere offered for the destruction
of Englishmnen or of any coloured men
in their employment.

Notwithistanding the cdict requiring
the everhasting cessation of amity -%ith,
Englishimen, the great seal cf England
was aflixed to a treaty of peace and
commercial intercourse, on the 3lst of
December, 1842, which the Emperor of
China bcad assented to on the 8tb of
September of that year. The ratifica-
tions were excbangcd the following
July in 1843, and varions benefits were
expected to accrue therefrom. That
these have been partialhy realizud may
be safchy alleged, for from that period
enlarged efforts have been made for the
evangehization cf that country; the
British and Foreign Bible Society being
foremost in a laudable enterprise te dif-.
fuse the Holy Seriptures in various parts
cf the miglity empire. Missionary So-
cieties, our own among the rest, sent
forth sehf-denying labourers whio have
instrumentalhy effected mucli good;
more than is yet publîcly visible.

Faithlessness and treachiery are promi-
rient cbaracteristics cf the Chines.-
Treaties with foreigners are against the
first princples of their government, nnd
therefore thcy nla.Y be disregarded and
trampled on witbout any violation cf
the moral sense cf the people or politi-
cal notions cf thecir rulers. The univer-
sal supremacy cf the Emperor over the
whole world, and total indifféerence te
the rigbts cf European civilization, are
the main roots cf past aggressions. The
t.reaty cf 1842-3 was just so mucb wastc
parchment and nothing more, and there
remained the ohd hostihity onhy aggra-
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vated by the patience and submission
of foreigners. The treaty «we bave
referred t(> tas violated. Into particu-
lars wve cannot enter, but the British
flag was insulted-aFrench àlissionary
was murdered, and various aggressions
were committcd whichi called for the
interference of the British and Frenchi
authorities. Lord Elgin went forth
armed with full powers. Another treaty
is made, and in a very unexpectedly
short period we have fresh proof of
faithlessness and treachery. The blood
shed at Peihio must bc avenged, and the
allies are ag-ain in China. The question
is to be solved, shall the European in-
truder enter Pekin, and not only nego-
tiate conditions of peace, but provide
for the enforcement of future treaties,
with the brother of the Sun ? There is
no time for trifling Captain Brabazon
lias been beheaded, and the Abbe de
Lue bas fallen, by the saine process.
Other cruelties have been committed,
and treachery is rampant But now
cornes the intelligence, the summer
palace of the Emperor is burnied te the
ground ; temples and pagodas ahi de-
stroyed. The Chinese are brought to
terms. Lord Elgin and Sir Hope Grant
enter Pekin, and the political walh of
partition, stronger than the ancient
wvall of thc empire, is broken down.
Great Britain wvi1l have her well sup-
ported plenipotentiary in the metropolis
of the Celestial, Empire. This is obvi-
ously a necessity and ilh be enforced.

The issue of Lord Ehgin's second tri-
umnph in China is of great politiccl im-
portance, but we view it in the light of
Christian progress. Missionaries have
hitherto skirted the coasts cf China ;
the interior bas scarcehy been touched.
But wbile engaged at the outposLs a
great and glorious work bas been ac-
complisbed. The whole Bible bas been
translated. The language bas been ac..
quired. Fifty years ago only two or


