" and Ben:amin, and the priests and the Le~
. -.vites -and .all'the choicest men: from among"
- the’daptivés gladly ‘rose. at' the ¢all ‘of: the’

- Lord through Cyrus.andset out for -their.. € :
“own’land with hope and praise.’ . About fifty &

iHousand returned . at . this :time, forty-two

LESSON IX —AUGUST an.

" Retarning From Captw:ty
“Bzra i, 1-11. Memory verses, -4.
Ezra. u ™ 104 -70. T

Golden Text.

S ‘The ‘Lord hath done great things for us,
' whereof we are.glad.'—Psa. cxxvi, 3. .

Home Readm«rs.

" M. Ezra i. Returning from Captivity. -
. 7. Eazraii, 1 and 64-70. Returning ca.ptives
. "W, Jer. xxix.; 10-14. - The word 'of Jeremiah.
-, Isa. xliv., 21-28. Prophecy of return.

T, Isa. Ixi. Proclamation of liberty.

8. Isa. 1., 9-16. Joy of redemption.

‘S. Psalm cvii., 1-15. Pra.ise for deliverance.

Lesson Text

_ Supt—1. Now in therﬁrst year of cy’ Tus
king of Per'sia, that the word of the “Lord
by the mouth of Jer-e-mi’ah might be ful-

filled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cy’-

" rus king of Per’sia, that he made a proclam-
ation throughout all his kingdom, and put
it also in wrlting, saying,

. School.—2. Thus saith Cy’rus king of Pel -
sia, The Lord God of heaven-hath given me
all.the lfmgdoms of the earth; and he hath

charged me to build him an house at Je-ru-_'

sa-lem; which is in Ju’dah.
.. 3. 'Who is there among.you of all -his peo-

ple? his God be with him, and let him go up .

‘to Je-rw'sa-lem; which is ‘in Ju'dah, and
"build the house.of the Lord God of Is’ ra-el
_(he'is the God,) which is in Je-ru'salem.

4, And whosoever remaineth in any place

" where he sojourneth, let the men ‘6f his

place "help him' with- silver, -and with gold,

and with goods, and with beasts, beside the -
" freewill offering: for the house of God that

1s in Je-ru sa:-lem

5. Then rose up.the chief” of thé fathers.of -
' Fu-dah- and Ben’ja-min, and.the priests, and:

the Le-v1tes, with'all them whose spirit God

had raised, to go up to build ‘the: house of

‘the Lord- whlch is in Je-ru’sa-lem.’ .
6. And all they that were  about
strengtliened their hands with vessels of sil-
ver, with gold, with.goods, and with beasts,
and wilh precious things, beside all that wag
willingly offered.

7. Aleo Cy’rus the king brought forth the

vessels of the house,of the Lord, which Neb-
. u-chadnez'zar had brought fo-vth out of Je-
ru'ga-lem, and had put rthem in the house of
his gods ;

'8. Even thoss did Cy’rus king of “Persia -

bring fcrth by the hand of Mith’re-dath the
treasurer, and numbered them unto Shesh-
baz’zar, the prince of Ju’'dah.

_ 9.-And this is the number of them: thirty
chargers of gold, a’' thousand chargers of sil-
ver, nine and twenty knives.”

. 10. Thirty basons of gold, silver basons of
a2 second sort four hundred .and ten, and
other vessels a thousand.

11. All the vesgels of gold and of silver
were five thousand and four hundred.: All
these did Shesh-baz’zar bring up with.them
of the captivity that were brought up frorm
Bzvh’y-lon unto Je-ru’'sa-lem.

Suggestlons.

Tho p’mphcmes which we have been study-
ing, .the promises of the return of the exiles
to their cwn land, began to be fulfilled. in
the first year of Cyrus king of Persia. About
this time Danisl, in studying the prophecies
of Jercmiah understood ‘that  the seventy
years of captivity (Jer.-xxv., 12), were al--
most at an end (Dan. x., 2).°

So Daniel prayed and fasted before God,
confessing the sins of his pcople and plead-
ing because of God’s great mercy, the ful-

- filment of the prophecies.- Probably Daniel
also shewed to Cyrus the werd ‘spoken of

 him by Isaiah some two hundred years be-.
} Cyrus de- -
- clared plainly tha.t the Lord God had spoken .

" fore (Isa. xliv., 28; xiv., 1-7, 13).

it him bidding him build 2 temple at Jeru-

salem- for the worship and glory of Jehovah,’

- . For-this reason he made a proclamation
through all his doinains bidding the true-
" hearted -meun of Jsrael return to their own
", country and build at Jerusalem the house of
“their God. ~-Also bidding the people among

" the return. of the exiles to their homes. -

.. thon§and, three¢ hundred and’ sxxty freemen,
"~ and . over seven hundred sérvants..: The peo-.

Read”

: nothmg ‘else could have done. "

them '

- vii., 23-25; viil.,

“whom they had dwelt to assist in every . way a
' Then the ‘chief of the fathers of «Judah -

‘ple.-of the "land’ helped.them with money,

~horses,: mules -and  camels . and" precious .

'u'ings - With. them. went’ the Tirshatha or,
‘governor,. Jerubba.bel -who seems  to: have
B been the same as- Sheshba.zar KR

: The sacred” vessels' belongm~ to the'Tem;

>. ple which Nebuchadnezzar had brought from :
~. Jerusalem at the time of the second captiv-
- ity had been preaerved through .the long.

-years, and were now givén to the. governor
to carry back to the temple. -

" It has been pomred out that the caprtmty
and exile: of the -Jews~in Chaldea was the
means of: 51ft1ng and refining the nation as
God allowed
~them to-be taken.captive because of. their
disobedience to.him, but he made the pun-
ishment a blessing to .them.  The Chaldean
.culture and learnihg was an education to the
Jews. who- had hved so. exclusively in- their
-owa land;* Their sympathies were broaden-
‘ed by the contact: with men of other’
thoughts,. The. captivity- gave to the Jews a
. longmg for their own God. and his worship,
it taught them the need of- -praying and study-
ing the Scriptures as they would not-have
learned . it had they remained unpunished by

God in their own land. "Some. of the most
noble and beautiful books of prophecy and
praise were ‘written in this period.

. “‘Bzra’ was a Jewish scribe, a Levite, and
descendant ‘of Aaron.’ He-was born about

" B.C. 495, and lived seventy or eighty years.

He brou"ht -another:-band of the exiles home-
about elgh ty years later thon the return des-
cnbed in the first chapter of his book. '

Lesson van

On the mountzun S top appearm
Lo, the sacred herald stands,
Welcome news to-Zion bearing, -
‘ Zion long in hostile Jands :
.Mourning eaptive .. - o .o
God hxmselt shall loose thy ba.n 1. .

Has thy mght ‘been, long and mournful ?
" "Have thy friends’ unfaithful proved? -
‘Have thy foes been proud and sccrnful,
By thy sighs and tears unmoved ?
... Cease thy mourning,
. Zion still is well beloved

Peace and joy sha.ll now attend thee :
Al thy warfare now is past;
God thy Saviour will: defend thee s
Vlctory is thine at last : .
All thy conflicts
‘End in everlasting rest.

—T. Kelly.
The Bible Class.

‘The captivity of sin’—Rom. vi., 16, 20
20-22. John viii., 3"-36

C. E Topic,

Aug, 27.—Green pa.sturea the Chrlstmns
plea.sures —Ps. xxxiii., 1-6.

‘Junior C. E

Aug. 27.—God sees us: howshould we live?
Prov. xv., 3, 8, 9 18 26 29

She wa.s o  discouraged Sunda.y-school
teacher. Ter class did not flourish to her
satisfaction, The fault: was not due to lack
of preparation, for she spent hours each ‘week
over the Jesson. To be sure she - received
respectful -attention, but somehow the truths
she tried to interpret and enforce did not
.seem to be getting a gup lon the hearts and
consciences of her pupils. The other Sun-
day she came home quite in despair, and
though ‘a woman of large intellectual re-
sources and of warm spiritual life she was

ready fo conclude that she was not designed . -

‘for -a Sunday-school teacher.  That ‘very
evening one of the men -in ‘the class, quite

independent in his thinking iand never par-

ticularly responsive before to her appeals, -
camé to her and said that he apd his wife
were intending to join the church -at the next-
.communion. - This iturned the tide. - Here at
least was. fraoit fromi“months of patient ‘ef-.
fort. To have led one soul to take a step.
that marked definite progress'in the spirit-
ual life filled her with .high hope and- new

where, ' You know not how: lsoon you may -
rw»ch the goal Ocmden't.’ :

enthisiasm. "Toil on, faithful teachers every-

o »"Tobacco batechlsm..
(By Dr R H McDonald of Sa.n Francisco) e

CHAPTER XII —MISCELLANEOUS
BFFECTS. " :

N Q—-Whé.t does -Dr. Rlc.hardson say. (Ot'_..h

the disturbances .caused- by -using .tobaeco ? -
A.~That smoking disturbsthe 'blood, t.he_

.srtomach the [mucous ‘membrane of the mouth,
‘the hea.rt, the organs o'fse'nse the brain, and

the' netves.
2, Q—W.hat did-a celebra.ted medma.l Pro-
feseor say of the above? -~ .
A.—That. this did nct leave very “much m’. a

.Ima.n but his hair and bones.

3. Q-——Wha.t does [Dr. Glbbons say of to-
bacco and alecohol as medlcma.l agents? -
- A—'First: both tobacco and aleohol being

'a,ctwe medicinal agents ‘must -be mJunous

to the healthy body.. .

Second: ‘Neither of them can be usefu.l as
a medicine to-persons accusLomed to them
in health. For the abstainer, and ifor him
alone have they any healing vn'tue in sxck-
ness.”

C 4, Q——Gwe an example of- ex:cessive smok-
ing

A.—Torenzo and Sirg- Delmomco the fam-

"ous New York ca:terens, are among those who

have died from the use of tobacco. Dr. Wood
says of the latter, ¥'T have lmown Lim to
smoke one hundred cigars a day.’” “. U
5. Q—How has hfe nepeated]y been des-
troyed ?
. A.—By drinkinga. tea of.from .twenty to
thirty grains of tobacco for relieving spasms.
6. Q—What celebrated . French poet came
to |his death-through tobacco? ' ‘
A —Santeuil.  He died: from drml\mg a
glass of wine in- which some snuff lm.d been _

mixed. | R

1 Q-—How can you prove that the use ot
tobacco does.not aid- digestion ? .
A.—After. laying aside the habitual use of

" tobacco, most people experience-an increase

of appetlte and of digestive energ'y, and gain

flesh,

8. Q——Hnrw can you prove that tobacco

"using does not prevent infectious and epid-

emic diseases?
A—In Havanna, in 1833, one-eight of the
popuidation, whlch was one hundred and

A,twenty thousand, was killed by chohem in a

Jew weeks,

Dr. Moore, of Yucatan, Mexmo sta.te-s that
the.jcity of Campe'achy lost the f.ourth of its
imhabitants in thirty days. The people of
both these plac% are inveterate users of to-
bacco. .

9. Q—Are the worst etfects of tobacoo us-
ing seen 1mmed1mtely ?

A.—To [one using tobacco they are not,
Like small-pox and hydrophobia, tobacco
mingles with the bleod, and circulates with
it for some time, before the effect.s are per-
ceived or developed.

10. Q.—How does the habit affect a man's
sense of proprxety ?

A.—He is cautious at first, ,but gTaduale
loses that nice sense of  propriety which
marks-the true gentleman in ,all the rela.tions :
of life.

- 11. Q—What ef[cet does toba.cco ‘have jon
the energy of the user?

A—It weakens the energy, #causes a love
for indolence, and deadens the voice of -con-

. science.

12. Q—What eifect does its use have upon
the disposition? -

A.~It makes a man selfish, so that he ldoes
pot care whoether he annoys others or not.
He |will often rudely puff tobacco smoke'in
the face of.ladies with entire .indifference.

13. Q—Would people be likely'to use to-
bacco as, they [do if- they could see how and
_where it is' manufactured?

A.—If people could. see the loathsme
places in jwhich much of the tobacco they
use is mamnufactured, they would. recoil, ere
befouling themselves with matter thus pre-
pared by fiithy jhands, in ﬁlthier dens by a
most- filthy process. -

.14; Q—What. modé of using tobaceo is -
said to Jpe’ purely an American custom? .

A.—That of chewing, and foreigners are
qu.ick t;o notiee this ﬁlbhy :habit Among .



