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CHAPTER I

INDUSTRIAL AMERICA AT THE END OF THE CIVIL WAR

A COMPREHENSIVE suFvey of the United States, at

the end of the Civil War, would reveal a state of

society which bears Uttle resemblance to that of

today. Almost all those commonplace fundamen-

tals of existence, the things that contribute to

our bodily comfort while they vex us with economic

and political problems, had not yet made their

appearance. The America of Civil War days

was a country without transcontinental railroads,

without telephones, without European cables, or

wireless stations, or automobiles, or electric lights,

or sky-scrapers, or million-dollar hotels, or trolley

cars, or a thousand other contrivances that today

supply the conveniences and comforts of what we

call our American civilization. The cities of that
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