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Report That General Buller After St

F |ght|ng Has Forced the Passage.

The War Office: Has Accepted a Second Con-
tmgent from Canada.
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,Gm)ldas Offer of-

GE“”

mromwm Prtn

broad
ada’ s

fight Ior cen -and Emplre The
eritical Bnaition of affairs in South
Africa, brought' abeut by recent ize:
¥erses to British arms, ‘was generally
regarded here both on Saturday and
ye:terd&? u"lﬂiely to lead to prompt

oining and this at-
known that

| Wafrid’s stateamau-uke observa.tion
threw the newspaper men off  their
guard and was not borne out by facts, |

for when the ‘councilk adjourned at.

five o’clock the' following official com-
mu.'nica.tion was he.nded out:  ‘“Ihe’
imperia.l government ha.ve ‘sent: 'by
cable their accaptame of the offer of {

war stten'iih

e

|

two batteries. The

a squadron s 150
men, and o( a battery 160, beaides
officers, - Public sentiment is strongly
in favor -of the mounted police being
given a fair representation. They are
recognized to hvt jest  the men: re-!
quired for service in South Afriea.
Smart and active ard splendid -horse-
men, wlth eyes tm.ined to rarging over
vast stretcheés of country, it is re-}.
crcmzed t.‘ne.f will prove themselves.
to be admlra.ble sicolts..  Of police-
men  and ex-pouoeméu between four
and five hundred will be fortheofning.
ot the force today
not be spm‘ed as

v tﬁni

8 { this is t.he tocu Mer iy the North-

h is 750, but. 950 of
Yukon and cannot
'rhere Is, huw-

there will be no. dimou'l:ty, af ny 2650 ot
the present »tm'ce' dra.fted for ser-
vice in South A £ i procuring af
number from torg:er m of the
torce As regards the artillery, the
nmedjor portion will consist of drafts
from A" and B batteries. The ' total
atrength of the regiment was 401 up
.to othe time the first contingent - left,

the Cansddian government made on | yat ! was mdrwced “‘by & number of- men

the 7th. of November Iut o: a second
continzent. AL Qa»bmet coitell wa.a
held this AN and’ instructions.
given tp the: militla  department - to
prepare this second. contirsent Ho go
torwa.rd a.t the gsri’iest votsibt»e mo-
ment. A cable to. thls eﬂect has bpen
sent to the ‘war ‘office’’ .
Immedia.teiy after. the council
broke’ up, ‘Hop. Dr. Bouien proceeded

1o his office and had & lengthy cof-:

ference vith General H\.tton as to
the compwtion of. the foree whlch
gaould be sent. The minister wilt re-
port to his: couemen tomomw on.
the  subject, ‘and-an’ qmdal anzounce-
ment wﬂ! then be mulemtor the mm-
vositlon ot, the: etmment -

1.sam the m@um,‘ this. m and
asked . him “how m‘ttem stood.: +He
replied‘ "Dot{bk!esu you ‘saw in ’the
rewspapers today the war omce an-
nonncement tha,t in, acceptlng ﬁ;e
offérs of the ‘colonies pretemoe avill
be glven to mouated coﬁﬁngenw You

can draw. your m Xpiermce’ from.

e@ed there 18
settled, but. you may expeft an olﬂ‘-
cial anroancement after the enuncﬁ
meeting tomorrow. ‘Even the number
of ‘men’ m'mm which we ‘shall
s:nd has not been determined; but
we shall do Cre 1;9 the eourtry and |
send a body su&cient to be of rea.l
sarvice.”

From other sourcep. howexer, it s
learned trat it is praot{m.y gettled

the ' foree will consist of  cavalty,

mounted  police ' and artillery. THe |
two first named const,lt'uﬁnt > 0
four squadrons of cavalry, and

betux ammbacl for: sérvwe Sbm.e
reuulars x;mqi, ;_expa.in for

fore, the W ma& artillery |
 aétachmeat” will “be take:; from the
';perma.ne-m force somé considero.tion

will be shorwn to t,:he active muma
and Toronte, London, Hamilton, Otta-
wa, Montreal ‘Newcastle, Woodstock
‘and Sydney ba.tteﬂes will "be' called;
upon, The stronger,. and more effec~
tive’ batteries ‘heing 'asked to fumish
the lamger auota,

As regasrds the cavalry arm, the |
Canadian ‘dragoons. similarly will oon—

ksﬁtute the backbone of the delawh

ment. For’ this arm ‘A’ squadron at
'!oronto mu be extensively drawn

" upon; but ‘the ‘first, second, - ‘third,
“fourth, sixth ‘and the eighth regiment

La;md Kings cmmty H.ussa.rs will be.
;c&ﬂﬁd upon, it In thh sway the total
force willibe brought up to the ‘re-
spect&ble ﬁ‘tm'e of 800 or 900,

A aificull question faciog -the ‘de-
pampmth a.s tp trarsportation, not so

oard. M*three weeks i at least a
very serimu matter.. The amount of

! space wanted will be considerable, and

it is felt that two and possibly three

; vessels may be required, depending of

course upon:  the size of thc vessels
that can be sesursd. The minister this
a,ttemoon set the wires in motion en-
quiring of steamship companies as 6

; ‘what t‘hev can do in the way of fur-

! nishing the government with suitable
vessels, .. o0

Ha.lifax will be the point of embark-
@altion. of the tboapa amd uiess fast

vessels can be procured it will be im-
perative upon the transport or trans-
ports calling at Gibraltar to exercise
hcrses, as without some exercise the

five or six weeks’ rest. Jt will not be
possible to get a composite force of
this character away before Jinuary
16th. ; it
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one stops to ask Wheie .. Mr Tarte or
what has become of his prededent. He

was not in town toda.y but look ouz

for squalls tomorfdw 2
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ACROSS m 'ﬂIGlLA.

Report That After & S Fight Buller *&3-""’

Has Crossed the River.

LONDON, Dec. 19.—The Daily Mail
hears from a hnherto reliable corres-

- movement, /hope on . whigh, however, |
avell informed persons huilt liftle.

Other pointsmet mentioned.in Buller's ]

fficial despatch are-that'Hart crossed
the Tugela river, but hed. to return,
jand ‘that Barton. failed in attacking
apother.part;of the :enemy's.position.

The  latest pews from Modder River

is dated Dec. 16. Gen. Methuen’s po-
sition was then unchanged. The Brit-
igh were constructing a ‘number of re-
doubts for the protection of the camp.
The Boers could be s2en improving
their trénches.

A ‘brief report that the Brmlh ‘were

'shelled out offt Vaal Kop by the Boers |
-on Friday, and- that they had: return- {-
“ed 'to Arundel, is all the news in re-

ference to the area where Gens. Gat-

acre ‘and- French are operating: ° Tn- b

est accordingly” mainly centred in
at . Britain’s
reirleve ‘herself.

There’s ' fmportant

significance ‘in the appointments’ of)

Lord 'Roberts and Tond :Kitchener.
The former is the ddol of the army.
He more than any man will be able
to restore the highest morale. Lord
Ritchener, on the other hand, is per-

.gonally unpopular with the troops, but|

“bis great ability as en organizer

commandéer ‘is unguestioned. To him,

undoubtedly, will fall the chief work
of preparing and exscuting a fresh
campaign. Lord Rofbeﬂs headquar-
_ters will be at Cape Town. The daalﬂé
appointmant ‘makes -the
.personal corhbination ithe government
-could have: arrnged. :

Today’s magnificent: response. to the

omcm.l ‘announcement that volunteers |

would be accepted is the -maest inspir-

ing event 'since the war began. ~AlL{.
hea»dqma.rters in  the - country are be- | h

{ ment cowla enroll eoo'ooo Z00d men 10- 1"

morrow: if£it wanted to do so. It has

been wisely -decided to attach a large]

force of irregular sharpshooters ‘to
each division now. in the field in order
to offset the Boars’ methods. Most of
<hese men: will be picked volunteers
from England and- the. colomnies.  In
regard to -yar finances Great Brit-
ain's position is amusingly strong. A
carsful examination was made at the
beginning of. the war, ‘with tlie result
that it was estimated that the country
could ‘spend: £250,000,000 #f necessary
without increasing e present rates
of taxation or addim
debt. The sinking ‘fand ‘will furnish
the bulk of the money. This of course
does not mean that no increased tax
will be levied. The public fully ex-
pects a sharp advance in the income
tax, and it'is not likely that parlia-
ment will disappoint them. :
Gen., Warren's departure for De Aar
‘Function, announced in a Cape Town
despatch as generally guessed o in-
dicate that he will take command of
the fifth division, part of which ar-
rived at Cape T«fwn Saturday and
Sunday, and will aaatnt Gen. Meth-
uen. - The Morning Post's mililary
critic. contends; howev.r, fthat Gen
Warren's division. ought to be i
;Natal, where the danger is most greas-

ing and where a victory would have.

the greatest yesults.’ He does not be-
lieve that: Gen.: Metlmen is “tn irgme-

animals would be practically skin and | di
bone by the dime they arrived at Cape ] #¢*
Town and unfit for work except after|’

is bere anxiois %o

it ‘]eﬁ«ctwy sen. 120,000 -« re| ge
Irewn trom the country; It wes| |
| necessary 1o lookmotaa'ly to Souwth]

preparationd” to'}1’

to the na.tjouo,L

ﬁnmmz x,..mi nobem

dape Town Satumy, He

be reldy to
Jﬂm&ry at the

| LONDON, ﬁec 19 —ﬁmomms ‘to
~ithe Mail's Naawpoort correspondent,

: ‘whi ‘telegraphs ' under m of . Dec.

- § sall immedi&t

ard, ’
%m ed owt: of. otﬁwﬁgg camp .at
‘to force a SPAE of the

murderous
m uotnhhned Nto retirey leaving

n | mé}r” guns and: ammunition’ wagons.
 the probawty of him mukms 2 flank = o i

‘Hildyard's:
to fall back.
to seize lejwa:! Hill, as. in.: intend-
od, ~an@l the éntire force retired.”:

therefm~ ‘also ‘had

(An Associated Press despatch sdys &

Gen. (ﬂery was ine comma.rd)

mmus 'ro voumem. =
r_cwnoﬂ. Da ¢

parade to@ay the cotonel
‘850 ‘men and asked all who
servi

MW }
It s unpderatood that" ‘the. e1
‘@t present intend to ca.ll'
Indian - volunteers; the ‘enroll
sstrength of whem is 36727, all whites

They - congist, of traders, clerks, ar-

tisans, ete.

LONDON, Dec. 19, 430 a. m.—Th
war office has been: lnnmnmunicax!b
with  Gen. Sir W’ll#m

- Lockhart,
comma.nﬁer-inchm in Iudia, with a

difficulties: ol ]
m.attet. and says::

“Besides three generals in the ﬂeld.
réinforced,
there is the rebellion in Cape :Colony
to be. considered. This makes tour :
pressing calls .on the fifth  division.
The trouble is, w‘ho is to dec;de and

all of whom need to Dbe:

on what principle e

PLENTY FOOD, AND AMMUNI-
TION, -

J. B. Robinson, the South A,xrica.n o

millionaire, writes to the Mly Chron-
icle, reasserting that, the
unlimited. auppnu ' am
ample 'Stores of 'food, anﬂ’d

that 'all stateménts to the con ry

should . be"ignored,

. No further news ha.s been recelved
from  Cape Town; but the Cape Ar-

gus has a de-b&teh from' a corres-

pondent describing the battle at the

Tugela river, who says: i/

“Gen. ‘Barton’ catt!ed the. vulase of
Colenso at the: ‘peint of “the' ba?onet

and wnder a rakirg fire’ o i

. The few accounts of the bame that
muvztithn@d; failing to give any

about the , staten
: Mp

5

?cha'

his staﬂ hn.ve st#ﬂ:ed: r De

ks - upo
dedding such a crucialy

o vare

.GATACRE'S GUIDES,

. LONDON, . Dec. 19.—A despatch to
the Daily Ha.ll ‘from , Frere .

says thal the bodies of two of the |
‘guides. who mulod Gerp. Gatacre - at’
Smrmbers vi‘ twm; n the baeme-

; AUSTRALM CONTINGENT

nt of a thou-
_South Africa |
An O.ddlﬂono.l New
eryot mmery is to

NOT LOEING Y«AXY,A‘PIME.

TONDON, ‘Dec. 18.—~General Lord
Roberts and his staff will' sail for
| SBouth Africa on lm Dundttar Cantle
Saturday.
“LCAIRO, Dec. 18 —Gen. Lord K!t—
chener’ will leave Omdurman Tuesday
and wm a.rrivea ‘here’ m. LHo will

MVDLY 'rmas !N DUmN

3 DUBL:I\T.
SEI ahe houomry
conf

nd the Union Jack.

ﬁDON. D
an interview today as

‘mlore ‘upon artillery than anything
" especially at ‘the sie :

. 18.—An "Aus- §

| 18.—A¢ Trimity col-f T

> songs. they se
the collegs green, cheering vociferous-.
1y and-earrying the mya.l stan’dsn! ’

I.gor& Charles 'Bereatord is quoted M |
saying: 3
"'l‘he issue of the war will depend,_

“I am. ma.tly meued to see Gen.

4 Roberts and Gen. Kitchener go to the

al‘d of Gen. Buller.”

MQWS WH

LON‘DON Dec. 18.—11!3 Auocia-tec!
Press has been officially informed ma.t
thu Queéen is in excellent Health.

_The Queen passed a Qquiet day
Windsor. She took an airing in
attermon. It is said Her Ma
. may leave 'Windsor for Obborne. i’sle
of Wight, Dec. 20.

.Hon. A, J. Balfour dirned ‘wlth. the g

‘Qneen thil evening.




