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PARIS, July 17.—The various péss—
ing phases of trade unionism in France,
as coupled with revolutionary projects,
form a stock theme for writers of all
sorts of opinions on the subject, from
the dreamer who catches in one or an-
other of the attendant circumstances, a
promise of the fulfillment of his ideal
state, to the cynical newspaper man
who sees in the continuoys performance
of the contesting leaders an endless
supply of “copy.” There is always
something new to chronicle, something
fresh to be offered in comment. I can-
not, of course, offer in this letter the
confident conclusions to which one
might arrive after an exhaustive in-
quiry into the present ,phase, but my
opportunities during the last week have
been unusually good for seeing some
of the governing facts in this situa-
tion.

I have been in touch with the leading
characters in the French labor move-
ment, in and out of office, have spoken
at an important meeting where repre-
sentatives of all sides were present,
and free to ask me questions, and have
been interviewed by a swarm of news-
paper men who waited at my hotel to
make articles out of me, to earn their
‘honest living and who in turn I have

intervievred,

My short trip to France now over,!

with many events occurring daily that
had some relation with my. mission, I
feel called upon first-to say that the
cordiality with which I was treated on
aj]l occasions, most gratifying it was,
left me with the feeling that the orga-
nized French workmen recognize the
significance to themselves of the Ame—
rican labor movement and wish to
learn the principles which have béen
the cause of our advancement. While
in my talks, in public and private, I
was called upon to explain our me-
thods, at times to that necessary ex-
tent which embodied the oriticism of
the sort of politics that hamper the
French labor movement, I was listen-
ed to in evey instance with attention
and respect. There was shown very lit-
¢le of that spirit of wrangling and de-
monstration that has unfortunately
characterized those leaders of social-
ism in America who without sound
reason pretend to thimk that they are
promoting the same cause as the sO-

! |
govarnment’s attitude on the labor | both o: the French spirit of hospitali-
question. Not so.. Mu:h attention giv- | ty towards America and of the inten-
: ing the disturbers by the press in gen- | tion of the leaders and followers of

the various groups in the C. G. T. to
show that they were willing to hear
explain, my. mission, that in “La

' eral because of politics and not as a |
result of real gravity in the situation. |
France, in general, was at peace in- | me
dustrially., The unions were quietly, '
but pérsistently pursuing their work of ' date, M. Georges Yvetot, another
organizing and promoting the wel- E Union printer, who is an Anarchist,
fare of their members; the scenes of | and M. Niel's antagonist, also  wel-
outbreaks were only in Paris and oc- ! comed me warmly and in his letter
casionally in a few other industrial ;
centres. The government had been | pefore the C. G. T. would be ‘“‘salutory

more sympathetic in its efforts on be- i instruction for all various reasons.”
half of the working classes than any : I may add that during my stay in |

. preceding government in France. The Paris, M. Niel and M. Yvetot were
| establishment of this department, NOW . amongst those who were indefatigable
! in the third vear of its existence, earn- jn showing me and my friends all
estly striving to be of service to 1abOr possible hospitality. And when they
and of the country, is one of the beSt met in the presence of us Americans
proofs of my statements. The cabinél {ney syere not only respectful to us
' will continue its present course d€-| it also to each other.

pernding upon the common .sense nat v
only of the Frerch people -generably,i
but of the working people of France  which I had been invited, 1 found
particuiarly for support.” : from the newspapers and otherwise
i I confess that I had ‘heard officials | wa5 attracting ;enl}ora.l a&gng;};’rf\:):
even in the United States and else-| 5y that part of ‘Paris which has an
where glibly make statements of & ' jnierest in social problems. What was
similar character,. but M. Viviani real-| going to téico-place? What would the
ly impressed me with his sincerity. I! yggjcals present ray or do? Friday
differ with him strorzly as to theright | ¢he evening set for the occasion, L
! ot the working people in any employ- went to the hiall of I'Egalitaire, Rue
| ment whether private or public, 0 gampre-et-Meuse, © accomparied by
cease work. The right to cease WOrK paje 5 dogen A,'merican friends and
distinguishes the free men from the g4, v committees representing vari-
slave who must work regardless of the ¢ ¢hades of French working class
conditions imposed upon him by hiS opinjon.  Whon the meecting was
employer, whet#ter that empioyer be 80 ,n0ned about 500 parsons were present,
individual, a firm, a corporation or the ;o' pon being packed, with many
| state, but in France asin many COUD™ ganding, I was afterwards told that
 tries, the pernicious tendency is to ne‘ most of the trade union and many So-
{ man to his worlvt. 4 x cialists and Anarchist leaders of Paris
| At M. Viviani’s mention of the gehi-' w.re present. M. Thuiller, secretary
! erally stable character of the unions In ' ¢ the Paris Central Labor Union
, France outside of the few industrial yrion De Scyndicats), presided, with
centres I recalled my visit to Calals, nr youhaux, M. Ndel's’successor' to the
: with its many pleasant features. When o....taruship of the C. G. T. was vice
| with my little party I landed, on COM- . progigent | M. Yvetot introduced me,
| ing from Dover accompanied by Secre-, nis gdjress being cordial and well ad-
tary Appelton, of the General Feder- | yic.3 in every sentence. He asked and
ation of Trades of Great Britaln, We [ o 10003 for a fair heal"ing' for me and
were met by a score of delegates of the | o pestly said that all no doubt had
Lace Makers' Union, which is SUrong { o oihing to learn from the great and
;nnct:earrl::irtzgiisosf g]’;a;;"em--e? :—r;f-):a;—f successful American labor movement.
the very best type of wage workers. | N0 SPFISnse BRECE B M
Thelr union, they explained to me, had during more than an hour wifﬁ per-
been modelled on the English system, haps not a score of persons in the

The “méebink “of' the C. G. T., to

voix du peuple’’ of .  about the same |

. said that the occasion of my address !
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and they had mainly followed through

audlenge - who understood me, a re-

| trade union methods in increasing
The reader may at once get a point { wages and otherwise improving their

f observation which whether entirely ; conditions as workers. Their wage
! scale now compares well with that o2

cialists of Europe.

spectful and a patient attitude was
] maintained ,evidently the audience
knew or imagined that I had some-
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gorrect or not, will enable him to sur-

(¥ey the situation as a whole if I begin

—By stating the views of M. Rene Vivi-
ani, Minister of Labor and Member of
the French Cabinet, as he gave them to
me in an interview on-Thursday, the

morning after the national celebration
of the fall of the Bastile, July 15th.
His are, of course ,the

here, government of France. 1 was
presented to M. Viyiani formally in
his office by M. Barrat, one of the in-
vestigators of the department,to whom
the usual courtesies to strangers had
been extended by me last year at the
American Federation of Labhor head-
duarters in Washington.

M. Vivani is an enthusiastic admirer
of American trade unionism. After
the greetings, I asked M. Viviani what
grounds there were for the statements
1 had frequently heard Dbefore and
since coming to France, that his gov-
ernment wag opposed to working class
organizations to such an extent that
on the occurrence of a strike of any
character the authorities might be ex-
pected to order the intervention cf the
army or provide a supply of sirikg
preakers. M, Viviani replied that the
charge was baseless. Never had the
present government interfered .n any
occasion, when the strike was between

—g private employer and his men, ex-
cept when actual violence had staken
place, with attacks upon persons and
destruction of property. It was then
only when government employes had
gone on strike, cndangering the publie
safety, that soldiers were sent to the
scene or men hired to take the place
¢® the strikers. ‘In these cases,” said
he, “the nation being the employer,
tre suspension of an essential pukblic
business and the stability of society
wers threatened. A strike of govern-
wart functionaries could not be tol-
erated. The work of postmen and
goverament telegraph operators,
for example, must go on uninterrupt-
edly if a country is to maintain order,
peace, ccmmunication from place to
place, - ity of current events and
those ions of commerce in which
above all other ciasses the masses of
working men have a vital interest.
The present government found it ne-
cessary to put an end to the strike of

: e postmen and telegraphers and then
wade its explanations to parliament
and. had been sustained in the action,
and now promises to continue the pol-
icy that had thus far been followed.
The malcontents were led by politicians
holding extreme, impractical and in-
coreistent views. They were trying to
mislead the working classes while of-
ten promoting their own political for-
tunes. As to the “C. G. T.” (‘Confed-
eration Generale du Tracail” General
Federation of Labor), it by no meana
represented the majority of the or-
ganized industrial svorkers of the
eountr;. Dy an unfair gystem of vot-
tzg ot its delegate sessions, a com-
pare.ively siaall number of extremists
camtralled its actions. The large and
sdopee naticmal unions, such as the
Typagraphieal, tne Metal Workers, the
Pcliromd Men, the Miners were thus
cutvoted by dGelegates representing, in
cesns, but a few hundred members of
the C. (. T, ropresented only about
core-third of the "union members of
*rance.”

“The uninformed readers of certain

Frensll  daily newspapers,” he con-
taued; ‘might he led to believe that
Me country wak in a constant gtate of
gwotart anl (lsorder s=iaing from the

views of the
present administration—or,as they say

the English workmen of the same
trade. At Caudry, especially, w}zere
the industry has grown considerably

in recent years, the union has at the
At

same time developed strength.
! present employers and employed are
! both doing well. The mayor of Calalis,
! who was present, and some of the
: councilmen, are union members. They
! have helped in the improvement of
the municipality sufficiently well, in
, fact, to be re-elected to office. Some
! of these councilmen call themselves so-
| cialists, in which case the name .does
! about as much good, or about as much
{ harm, as it does in the case of the vol-
. untary co-operative soclety of Calais,
'whlch also goes by the title of sO-
clalist. In either case work is done for
the present day, beneficial in charac-
ter. There have been strikes in Calais
‘at times; but neither unionism nor
i the public welfare have thereby suf-
fered seriously. On the contrary they
have abolished grievances and brought
about improved conditions. Incidenti-
ally to such few strikes which have
occurred, agitation has been lively
and some friction with the police has
occurred, but neither unionism nor
the ‘public welfare have thereby suf-
fered seriously. France could and will
very well get along and progress with
such a character of }r&de unionism
as practiced by the Lace 'Makers at
Calais and the practical trade unions,
which obtain in many trades.
The morning I reached Paris “Le

who had just resigned as secretary of
cision by its delegates ¢ontrary to his
convictions, and because of which -he
deemed it obligatory upon himself to
resign his office, M. Niel described the
“C.G.T. in his letter, as ruled by poli-
tics. While admitting that he was a
socialist, he denied that he ever per-
mitted his political opinfons to in-
fluence his trade Unionism. The An-
Carchists now in full power in the cen-
tral organization, asserted that ‘“their
Unionism was but Anarchism under
another name.” ‘Politics,” wrote M.
Niel, “has always been a poison to
trade Unionism.” “Never was trade
Unionism (in France) so invested
with politics as today.” *“In 1906 ,the
C.G.T.at the Congress of Amiens had
solemnly interdicted all Unionists from
introducing in the organization poli-
tics of any kind whatever.” But while
this interdiction still remained in the
text of the rules, the fact in practice
was otherwise. ‘‘Unionism has closed
the front door to the socialistic Virus,
to open the back door to the Anarch-
istic poison.” And now, the more
solid Unions were about to try to re-
generate the labor movement. The
miners, railroad men, printers, textile
workers, commercial employees and
others were about to organize a cen-
tral Union Committee
trade Unionism without party pocli-
tics.

M. Niel, who is a Union printer and
a Socialist, had written a letter pub-
lighed in M. Jean Jarures’ paper,
“L’Humanite,” on July 6th, in which
he spokc:of my coming visit and de-
scribed the work of American Trade

tical than ideal;
than revolutionary. He expressed a
welcome to me to France as the repre-
sentative of the American Federation
of Labor. Now it is quite significent

Matin’ contained a letter from L.Niel,.{

the “€.G.T.” in. consequence of a deni

to promote ®

Unionism. He said it was more prac- ;
more conservative |

members and that they wanted to
hear. When I had finished a fofmer
member of the American Ladies’

of Boston, who had taken long hand
notes, rapidly translated my entire

present, who understood both langu-
ages, say that the performance of his
task was remarkably well done—
though, as it turned cut, he made one
or two slips that were, instantly
pounced upon:by -critics among the so-
called “intellectuals,” on hand with
pencils and note books. As Mr. Mikol
proceeded in an animated manner ap-
platise became frequent. I could per-
ceive that while cegtain groups wWere
approving those expressions which
were broad enough to gratify, all
whose hopes in mankind contemplate
a higher and higher plan for labor,
other groups were reserving manifest-
atlons of sympathy for the passages
in which - I stood up for true trade
Unionism. Very hearty applause came
with the close of Mr. Mikel's tansta~
tion. r

When his critics got from him his ex-
planation that: in -hfs almost instan-
taneous interpretation of sentence by
sentence he had, as they pointed out,
employed a phase or two .mot wholly
warranted by a letter perfect adher-
ence to the original, they trained their
guns upon me, shotted with the stal:
shibboleths and theories of an explode?
socialism. What had I to say abou-
the “suppression” (abolision) of the
¥ the wawe systém? What about the
zeneral strike? ~Flow as to anti-militar-
ism and anti-patriotism? Did not the
trusts in America simply-raise prices
when the ‘Union raised wages? ete. Tn
brief I replied that I was not sure I
wanted the wage system abholished; 1T
should like first to see closer some of
the possible results ot the project of
abolishing, the undertakings, enterprisc
and management of a higher developed
industrial system of our time. As to
the general strike its utility was ques-
tionable, but in any event, in the pres
ent state of labor orgenization in
France, the comparatively few organ-
jzed working people of France, were
doing little or nothing but talk abou!
it. As a matter of fact the continua
talk of g general strike had the tend-
enc yto keep work:u.nn away from, in-
stead of being attracted to the unions.
In any event it would be necessary to
organize first for material improvement
and to be enabled to conduct lessel
strikes to a successful result befor:
making the subject of a general strike
the chief issue of labor. The questions
of anti-militarism, anti-patriotism, and
the like, were not questions in which
the American working men had been
interested, but 1 was certain that if T
were a Frenchman I would uphold my
country and not have it placed at the
merecy of others. I would not insist
} that my country should disarm while
{ other countries were arming to the
teeth, but I would ever earneistly strive
i for general disarmament and interna-
tional peace. I showed that though
misery obtains in all countries; that the
organization of our Trade Unions and
our Federations arc a standing pro
against these great human wrongs, ye:
it is a fact incontrovertible, that mis-
ery iz less and the conditions of the
workers best in those countries wher>
wages are highest and hours of labor
least—that is where a normal work
day obtains. I closed my part in the
evening proceedings by urging all to

gt

thing to say and was saying it to its

Garment Workers’ Union, Mr. D.Mikol

address into,French. Several persofs

rxnmlon‘ng' classtand -the abolision of;
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roase their cross purpose, to leave par-
tisan politics to its field outside the
“labor. orzanizations and to come to-
gether for the clearly refined purpose
of trade Unionism; for the material,
socjal and moral uplift of all the work-
ers—af-all the people. - -
When the meeting broke up none of
the leaders among my hearers seemed
disposed to quarrel with me, nearly all
e):prysse(l pleasure, congratulated me,
and shook hands with me. M. August
Feufer; for a quarter of a century the
most . prominent man in:the Typo-
graphical Union of France, was de-
lighted. Pataud, of the Electrical
Workers, wanted the address which
had been taken down stenographical-
ly, to be printed in full to study its
points, Niel and his adherents saw
much to learn from American trade
unionism. Yvetot, the ruling spirit of
the C. G. T., became even Imore cordial
in his friendly attentions. Thuiller and
others accompanied our little Ameri-
can group homeward.
The accounts of the meeting which

French press, wers published in the
various newspapers in a straggling
way in the course of several days),
where so far as Isay them sympathe-
tic; the writers recognized that I had
endeavored to state facts and lay them
before the French workmen in the
light of experience and for the lessons
they might teach. They saw that Am-
erica really has something great to
show France and other countries in
trade unionism.

EU
"MGHT's Df
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(following the usual practice of the ! . i
‘ ments in acvancing

Such conservative papers as the ‘“Le
Temps” besides describing the meeting
in several columns gave it leading and
sober editorials. “Le Temps,” in sum-
ming up its conclusions sald: “will
the French trade umionists some day
understand the beneficient role the
unions can play in the economic and
sccial organization? The trade union
ought to be a part in the organization
of society, not a ward machine direct-
ed against it. It ocught to help in
regulating the relationg between the
catogorie of production, the employers
! afd the employed. It could be the
agent of a beneficent collaboration, a
source Of common prosperity, instead
lof a cause of division between men
and of a industrial paralysis.

Revolutionary, liberal and conserva-
' tive sh2sts alike, cited the "principal

points of my there. The failures in the
early attempts to mingle party politi-
cal creeds with trade Unionism; the
simplicity. anl unlimited scope of our
! organizations ard federation; its
plain and practical objects; its great-
ness and development; its achieve-
wages, redueing
the nours of ~he work day, prntecting‘
women and children, obtaining the co |
operation of the National and -State
Labor Departments, improving condi-
tions in the workshop, factory and
mine, and perform the duties of great
benefit societies .

In bidding au rzvoir to Paris--for 1!
expect to be there again at the énd of |
August to eitend the International
Trade Union Congress —1I look back
over my brief visit to the beautiful
city with genuine satisfaction ,in spite
of hard work whch occupied nearly my
entire time. Aside from the excepntions
partly to be expected in certain forms
of business, devoted to cornering or!
gotting at any cost the casthi of tour-
ists, the people of Paris seem to me to ;
be good-na.tur(“d, obliging, sincerely
polite, of a fine intelligence, ever ready
with a sympathetic word and smile, |
The committecemen, who acted as may |
hosts, anticipated every wish of the
little party with which I travel My |
short visit has shown me a wonderful
city—a hard working city, as a back
ground to the city of pleasure seen by |
the stranger who looks no deeper than
the surface; a city in the main of
earnest » peonle, characterized by a |

commendable pride in their personal |
appearance, by the expression ot |

1

many sentiments that add happiness
t6 life and in general to a charm of
manner that must at bottom spring
from a goodness of heart and kindly

! intentiong toward their meighbor who-

ever for the passing hour may be that
neighbor.
SAMUEL GOMPERS.

Teacher—Johnny, what ig the mean<
ing of the word ‘“procrastinate?" S

Pupil—To put off. : =

Teacher—Right. Use it.4n an orige
inal sense, \

Pupil-The brakeman procrastinai
ed the tramp from the train.
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