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Provincial .
Parliament

Mainland Politics Occupy Most of
the Time of the Legis-
lators.

gome Significant Questions Re-
garding Porcupine Appoint-
ments by Mr. Stables.

Monday, Aug. 19th.
days of idleness, the weary
~ the province came Very
ir tasks this afternoon, and
sed of the immediate busi-
hem, decided not to sit .in

Vancouver matters receiv-
cclusive attention, the Van-
Westminster bill and the
being further discussed and

After two

:LIH“I;\‘(]\],
Prayers were
Dy,

: 11\"1-:itions were read, the British Amer-

jcan Corporation, Ltd., and the London

and B. O. Gold Fields, Ltd., z}nd o‘ther
companies complaining of f:ertaln legisla-
tion regarding the mining industry. )

VMr. Martin contended that the peti-
tions were out of order, as in OFder to
be admissible they must be d%ﬁn}te. 1t
was impossible to tell what legislation
was referred to. He insisted_ that the
acts to which objection was taken shopld
be specified. The petition mea_nt nothing
and it was trifling with the time of the

House to present it. He contended mt

they were out of order on the ground

that the petitions were vague and ‘mean-
ingless and contained a]te_::at_ionsj v :
Mr. Speaker Booth—*It is’ guite: com-

petent for any ] A

House, and the question as to whether

any relief ‘is granted or the ‘prayer: of

the petition’ considered is a’ matter for
¢he IHouse' to deal: with, :
«On the second point, T think the’prac-

read by Rev. W. Leslie

1““\\( 02 too strictly with regard to ‘altera-
ons,
f.lhj\-«tionuble. 1. will ‘therefore hold the
petitions to be in. order, ar}d leave it to
the House to say-if it wishes :rule 92
o he more strietly enforced in"the fu-
ture.”

\Mr. Martin drew ‘attention to parts of
the petition which had been altered
which was distinctly - contrary to the
rules. The fact that the ‘clerk ‘had over-
jooked such alterations and neglected his
Juty was no- reason why the House
<hould persist in this. error. .He ap-
pealed  from the Speaker’s: ruling, but
fhe chair was sustained.

The petition was reeeived. g

The consideration of. the resolution re-
ported from committee of supply was
hen taken up and the items passed.

" The following bills were introduced:

By Mr. Eberts—To amend the Railway
Assessment Act; to amend the Provin-
cial Blection Aect; to amend the Tram-
way Incorporation Act.

All these were read a first time.

\[r. Stables moved: “That bill.(No. 16)
intituled “Axm act to incorporate the Lake
Bennett Railway Company” be placed
upon the orders of the day for second
reading.

He and Mr. Curtis spoke in support
of the resolution. A vote being taken 't
was lost on the following division:
Yeas—Messrs. McInnes, Gilmour, Sta-
bles, Oliver, Brown, Curtis, R. Smith.
Houston—S8.

Nays—Messrs. Kidd, Neill, Green,
Hall, McPhillips, Helmcken, Turner,
Dunsmuir, Eberts, A. W, Smith, Ellison,
Qlifford, Fulton, Hayward, Garden,
Prentice, Wells, McBride, Pooley, Mur-
phy, Rogers, Hunter, Taylor, Dickiz,
Mounce—25. a
Mr. Kidd asked the Hon, the Chisf
Commissioner of Lands and Works the
following question: Is it the intention
of the government to open for settle-
ment, in small holdings, by lease or
otherwise, to actual settlers, the provin-
cial lands now under reserve in-the mu-
nicipalities of South Vancouver and
Burnaby?

Hon. Mr, Wells replied as follows:
“Up to the present time the government
has not considered the advisability of
apening for settlement, by lease or other-
wise, the provincial lands referred to.”
Mr. Tatlow asked the Hon, the Minister
of Mines, the following question: Is it
the intention of the government to estab-
lish a mining division with a gold com-
missioner resident in the city of Vancou-
ver?

Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows:
“The government is collecting data with
reference to establishment of such min-
ing division.”

A message was received from the
Lieut.-Governor transmitting an ‘“Act
to Amend the Licenses Act,” and recom-
mending its introduction. A similar-
message was received with reference to
the Mineral Act. The bills were intro-
duced and read a first time.

The House went into committee on the
bill to provide for the settlement of dis-
putes in the Porcupine district, with
Mr. Hayward in the chair,

Mr. Stables asked if it was proposed
to impose a fee of $25 before a case could
be considered, as was the case last year?
It had caused hardship in some in-
stances,

Hon, Mr, M?Bride replied that the
matter was receiving the attention of the
government, h

The committee rose and reported the
bill complete without amendment. Tt
was read a third time and finally passed,

The House then went into committse
on the Vancouver and Westminster
Railway Company, with Mr. Kidd in the
chair, LR i) %

Mr. “Helmekpnp y
charge, ‘as&’é'ﬁj %ﬂ »
“wmv«"?ny’s, brageh: lipts: be
exceeding | twe 'v’ngms' LR
stead of six?‘t%%’bf nﬂi‘g G¢ 453

Mr. - Oliver- pratested 1 againsts auch o
step, addihgothdt o reation Al besnad-
vanced for''the power sought, and th:

’\".nb'n:lhel‘s had that very day an illus
" ration of the ways of the road in con-
sideration, they having put In plans fot
;\ road for which others sought a chai-

Er.

_ Mr. Curtis supported Mr. Oliver’s oh-
Jection.  Mr, Martin protested against

|
), 9

person to petitien’ the.

of the House has been not to enforce.

if the petition was otherwise un-.

Paq vrn
hﬁ?“thef’brin.- in

upsetting the decision of the railway
committee unless reasons were given for
the step. All the reasons that had been
advanced were that the company ‘wanted
it.

Mr. Oliver moved an amendment thst
the road follow the north side of the
Fraser river.

Mr. Pooley couldn’t understand Mr.
Oliver’s opposition to a railway in his
own district. :

The leader of the opposition pointed
out that to allow the C.P.R. to build
branch linés twenty miles in length
meant blanketing the whole district and
shutting out competition.

They had a sample of the effect of such
powers in the railway committee in the
morning when the C.P.R., had opposed
the Grand Forks & Kettle River rail-
way with an old charter they had up
their sleve,

Mr, Oliver retorted to Mr, Pooley that
he favored bridges and railways in his
district, but he would oppose a step giv-
ing the C. P. R. power to shut off com-
petition; while Mr. Gilmour pointed out
how the operation of the clause would
kill other railway enterprises.

Mr. Oliver's amendment was
down.

The House then passed to the consider-
ation of ‘the following amendment by
Mr. Helmceken:

“That the' provision 'of the Railway
act as to length of branch lines shall ndt
apply to this section, notwithstanding
anything contained in this act,” and to
add to section 30 the following words:

‘Save and except in the case of any
conflict, inconsistency or repugnancy be-
tween the other clauses of this act and
the clauses or sections ©of the ‘British
Columbia Railway Act,’ so made a part
of this act, ‘the’ 6ther clauses of this act
shall prevail and override any clause or
section of the, ‘British Columbia Railway
Act’ so: incorporated: berewitli: to' the
extent of any such conflict, inconsistency
or repugnancy.’’: . :

voted

The leader of the opposition asked that '

whenever :a clause interfered with the
generalyact it should be so-stated; while
Mr. “Ourtis:“objected to making ' the
‘clatises in thé private act to prévdil ‘when
they were repugnant to the: general. ac

The latter clause should, always prevail.
‘ag /it wis in the interests of the genersl:

publie; 'while the. ‘private one was for a
company. ; :

The secend section alse passed.

A" debate followed on a motion of Mr.
Helmecken to strike out clauses 32" and
34, the first of which declared it a condi-
tion upon which the bill should be- pass-
ed, and binding on bondhoelders, that the
company should ¢arry over its lines all
persons whose transportation would oth-
erwise be a 'charge on the province, and
all members of ‘the legislature. The first
clanse was-struck out.” The last, which
exeluded Mongolians for employment on
the railway, was laid -over until -the La-
bor bill is' introduced. The committee
then rose and reported progress.

‘The House went into*committee on the
amendment to the Vancouver city char-
ter, Mr. Flelméken in the chair. Tt was
decided to make the mumber of wards
two or more. not two or ten, as original-
ly suggested.

The committee rose, reported progress,
and asked leave to sit again.

Mr. Brown asked when he might ex-
pect the return he had asked for.reigard-
ing the number of votes .cast’In each
éonstitiency at the last election.

THe Minister of Mines promised the
retnrn without delay.

The House then rose.

O

Tuesday, Aug. 21st.

The order paper was well cleared this
afternoon, notwithstanding that a num-
ber of matters were up, which awakened
considerable discussion. The Vancouver
charter amendments were finally dispesed
of, to the immense relief of all the mem-
bers. } )

Prayers were read by Rev. W. Leslie
Clay. : )

A petition was presented by A, ‘W,
Smith from S. Gibbs and others in refer-
ence to assessment work on mineral
claims. )

Mr. Kidd moved for a return showing
the last official report on the condition of
the Burnaby Small Holdings. He ex-
plained that he did so because of the in-
terest shown in these holdings. Amny one
who knew the condition of the land be-
fore these holdings were taken would be
surprised to see the progress whic—l} had
been made. He thought it was wise to
make an inspection and thus keep the
holders before the public. He hoped to
see the government extend the system.

The Commissioner of Lands and Works
said such a return was in his depart-
ment and he would present it.

Capt. Tatlow urged the extension of
the system so that wage earners in the
city of Vancouver might have some land
on which they could raise their veget-
ables, ete.

Mr. Brown understood that through the
neglect of a former government, some of
the holders had failed to fulfill the obli-
cations entailed in their lease. He
therefore favored the motion, which
was carried.

The Land Registry Bill was taken up,
when a slight amendment was added at
the suggestion of the ‘Atitorney-General.

The bill was then adopted as amended.

The report of the railway committee
was presented by Mr. Pooley as follows:

“We have considered bill (No, 50) in-
tituled “An Act to Incorporate the Grand
Forks & Kettle River Railway Com-
pany,” and have amended the preamble
by eliminating that portion of the ‘rail-
way between Cascade City and the City
of Grand Forks, at the request of the
promoters; subject to which we report
the preamble proved, and submit the said
bill herewith with amendments.”

The Tramways Act Amendment ;Bill
came up for its second reading. A simi-
lar bill, the Attorney-General said, hafl
been disallowed because of its anti-
Japanese and anti-Chinese clauses. The
present : bill allowed. companies which
had the  building of tramways mentioned
among -their powers to—incorporate un-
fer thE gc‘éti'd 1895, ' The bill was read
a, sepond ‘tim

Tﬁéﬂwu‘; Ajgsessment Aet Amend-
meéntIAct was 4lsd read ‘@ seecond time.

& THY améndsert to thé' Elgetions Act,

as’ explained by the ‘Attorney-General,
reduced the right of appeal from four
weeks to two weeks, The bill passed its
second reading,

The Licenses Act Amendment Bill was
also read a second time.

The amendments to the Mineral Act
were explained by the Hon. Minister of
Mines. * The second ‘session. provided for
the issuance of a'(Crown’ grant to ' the
administrator of the 'deceased owner  of

v ®

a co-owner failed to keep up his assess-
ments his associate might, by advertis-
ing in a mewspaper in the district for
three months, acquire his interest.

The last two clauses in the amending
bill were. as follows:

“Section 127 of the ‘Mineral Act’' as
enacted by section 10 of chapter 33 of
the statutes of 1898, and amended by
section 14 of chapter 45 of the statutes

lowing section substituted therefor:
“The owner of a mineral claim who

in the office of the Mining Recorder in

is situated, a declaration by a provincial
land surveyor, stating that he has sur-
veyed the claim as required by sub-sec-
tion (c.) of section 36 of this act, and
has delivered to the Mining Recorder a
plat of the claim and a copy of the
original field-notes, and delivered two
copies of the plat and one copy of the
field-notes to the owner, then the owner
of such claim shall be entitled to have
the cost of such survey, not to exceed
one hundred dollars, counted as work
done on the claim as required by section
24-of this act.

“The schedule of,fees attached to the
‘Mineral Act,” is hereby amended by
striking out ‘for a Crown grant $10’ at
the end thereof, and by substituting
therefor ‘for a Crown grant $23."’

Hon. Mr. McBride expressed the be-
lief that the advance in the fee would
occasion little opposition, being quite
reasonable.

Mr.: Curtis§ complained that mining

comipanies were unfairly treated. They
were obliged: to pay from $50 to §75
for a license, while an individual miner
paid only $5. Marcus Daly, for instance,
was opening up -2 wonderfully rich pro-
perty_in Keremoes on 'the payment of. a
$5 license, .while many companies were
paying $50 for licenss for opening  up
unrenumerative properties,
There ~'were too  many . safegnards
thrown round the.co-ewner in section 4.
'An individual owner lost his property if
her failed to keep, up:his assessmcnt,
whereas-a bona fide. co-owner had to go
to copsiderable expense to get rid of, the
delinquent co-owner. He ‘should not be
obliged to pay Siuch a sum as was corn-
templated. - It ‘was-a" well known fact
that- the .vast majority of claims. were
valpeless, and .to. impose such a condi-
tion would work hardship. |

With sections 5 and 6 he agreed. But
L'section 7, where the fee for a‘*Crown
grant was raised from $10 to $23, show-
ed that the government: failed to grasp
the situation in regard to mines., The
metalliferous mines were taxed to death.
The great bulk of revenue was derived
from ‘the mines, and it was absurd to
exact a fee of $25 for a Crown grant for
52 acres . of mining land, while-only $10
was charged for a grant for 600 acres of
farming land. - He hoped no additional
harships would. be put on the mining in-
dustry, and that this objectionable
clause would be withdrawn.

Surprise was expressed by the leader
of the opposition that no attention had
been paid by the mianing committee to
the state of the mining industry as in-
dicated in the speech from the throne.
They had found defects in the law. De-
fects were pointed out every season, and
slight changes, none of which affected
the principle of the law, were made.
But such being the case, what became
of i the suggestion that the mining law
wis so bad that a mining commission
would have to be issued? Why attempt
to better the law when it was suggested
that the members were not competent to
deal with the matter, and that a com-
mission was necessary?

He did not coincide either with the
suggestion to count surveys as part of
assessment work. The increase in the
mining license fees he accounted for by
the desire of the government to make up
the revenue lost through their subservi-
ency to the saloon dealers, and to their
amending the License Act so that they
lost from $8,000 to $10,000 in revenue.
Oug prospector was worth a thousand
whiskey sellers. While they deliberately
decreased the whiskey sellers’ fees from
$200 to $75, they increased the miners’
fee from $10 to $25. In other words
it required eight prospectors to make up
for one whiskey seller. If this amount
had to be made up there were other
classes in the community. who could bet-
ter afford to make it up than the poor
and hardy prospector,

The Attorney-General was surprised at
the consistency of the opposition leader,
who lived for the poor man. Such men
when the time came to stand .in the
breach for the poor man were wanting.
His honorable friend objected to count-
ing $100 survey as assessment work, by
which a big-saving was effected to the
‘“poor”’ prospector.

Mr. Curtis pointed out that under the
former act if the assessment work was
done soon enough, the survey was allow-
ed to count, while Mr. Martin added
that his objection lay in allowing the
regulation to ‘become retroactive.

Mr. Curtis also pointed out that-the
prospector didn’t get any surface right,
while the Attorney-General retorted
that they were given the use of the land.
The British Columbia mining law was
the fairest and most generous in the
world.

Mr. Martin—Why- then do you want a
commission to investigate it?

Mr. Green complained of the weari-
some song of the opposition about their
regard for the workingmen. The regu-
lation in regard to co-owners was one
the mining communities had long de-
sired. 'Hé had secured the insertion of
this amendment in the report of the min-
ing committee last year, but it had been
struck out on the suggestion of the then
Attorney-General. He (Mr. Martin)
was not then so anxious about, the poor
prospector. The increase of fee would
occasion no complaint, in view of the
liberal way in which the goveroment
had treated the mining districts in re-
gard to roads and trails,

The bill passed the second reading.

The bill regarding works .under fran-
chises under private acts (Mr; Helmcken)
next came up for its second reading. In
so moving, Mr. Helmcken said it gave
him great pleasure to say that it was ad-
vanzed with the consent of the govern-
ment. It was in line with a policy
which had already been advanced in the
House. It had been fashioned on the
provisions of the commbnwealth bill. Th:
Legislature undoubtedly had the right to
deal ‘with property and civil rights ac-
cording to the B. N, A. Act. - The bill
therefore could pass criticism anywhere,

Mr. McInnes expressed his pleasure
that the bill had been introduced. = He
'himself had attempted to introduce a

!
a claim. Section 11 provided that where

| referred to this.
of 1899, is hereby repealed and the fol- |

has had his claim surveyed and has filed !

the mining division in which the claim |

similar bill in railway committee, but had
| been defeated. He hoped, however, that
. the scope of the bill would be widened.
, He wanted the bill to extend tc firms in-
i corporated under the Companies Act,

The general public must not, however,
be misled. It went a very short distance
,in settling the difficulty aimed at. It re-
i ferred to the future. It didn’t apply to
works already in progress, His own bill
He hoped Mr. Helm-
cken would support it.

The policy of the latter’s bill, the Min-
ister of Mines said, was the policy of the
government. The government favored
Wh.lte labor, and while opposed to revo-
lutionary steps they were prepared to go
far to safeguard that labor. He was
sorry to see the member for North Na-
nain_lo censure his colleagues in the Do-
minion House in regard to their atti-
tude on the Mongolian matter.

Mr. McInnes—When did I do that?

Mr. McBride—The other day.

Mr. McInnes—No, I did not.

Hon. Mr, MecBride withdrew his re-
mark. He asked the House to believe
the government when they promised tc |
work steadily toward ameljorating the
conditions occasioned by competition with
Chinese labor,

M;. Curtis—What is your policy?

Hon. Mr, McBride replied that the
government’s policy was one of bringing
steady representation to bear upon the
Imperial’ government. He complained |
that the government was being fought in |
a dastardly way by the opposition, whp !
were sending typewritten = reports of
what. occurred in committee all over the .
country, seeking to put honorable gen-l
tlemen on the government side in a false
light, |

Mr. Martin—Were there any mistate~i
-ments in these? You're ashamed of the '
facts. '

Hon. Mr. McBride—He owns up to .it. '

Mr, Curtis—Will you tell me what
you're policy is, please?

Hon. Mr. McBride chided the opposi- |
tion leader, with admitting sending these
reports. ) ) )

Mr. Martin repndiated the suggestion. |
What he said was that if there were mis-
statements in. these Jletters.it; was' very
improper, but if they contained faets the
Minister, of -Mines should not ebject ie
their. publication, .

Mr. McBride characterized this method
of warfare as backhanded, y

Mr. Curtis—I ,am interested. to find the
term ' dastardly  is parliamentary, Mr.
Speaker. (Laughter.)

Hon, Mr. MeBride—Well; I withdraw
that. )

Mr. Curtis—It is equally- interesting to
find .that backhanded is ‘parliamentary.

Hon. Mr. McBride—I withdraw that,
too. (Renewed laughter.)

Continuing -Mr. Curtis said the House
was -assured-that the government did in-
tend ‘‘from time to time” to bring down
measures of relief. He would like some-
thing definite. After the discussions
which had taken place he thought the
government should be ready to give some
outline of their policy. It was proposed
to appeal to the Imperial government.
Yet there was one phase that could be
dealt with by the local House which had
not been used by the government. The

fectly satisfactory at Westminster and he
thought the government should be ready
to announce whether they would support
such 4 measure. He loyally supported

2o far enough. He would like to see it
apply to companies which had received

operation might be postponed for two or
three <Yyears so that they could adapt
themselves to the 'changed conditions.
Mr., McPhillips had misgivings as to
the effectiveness of the bill, but being a
supporter of the government which had
adopted it, he would give it his support.

when he was interrupted by the leader of
the opposition, who asked on which side
of the question he was speaking.

Mr. ! McPhillips closed by expressing
the hope that the bill would accomplish

Mi, ‘Brown failed to understand Mr.
McPhillips’s position. He seemed to be
talking against the provisions of the
act and yet supported it.
wished to see the House go just as far
as possible in checking the influx of
Orientals. The great trouble with these
people, was that they did not becom:
citizens of the country -in which they
lived. : ;

The bill dealt with civil rights which
were matters of local concern.

Legislature and he counselled the House
against admitting that the House Jii
not possess these rights. He thought 2
protest should have been entered on the
occasion of the disallowance of the bills
last year. 'The government should take
the position that no infringement of its
rights should be allowed to pass without
protest. (Applause.)

Ralph Smith presumed the bill was an
expression of the government’s policy on
the question. It was well junderstood
that certain restrictions were necessary in
regard to labor in this province, He was
convinped that some members of the
House were not as loyal to the principle
in -the: House as on the hustings. The
junior member for :Victoria, if he were
perfectly candid, would -oppose the prin-
ciple. He considered the House should
assert its authority to the furthest point
and even risk something in order that
something might be accomplished. He
thought the House should go further
than the bill. He agreed with Mr. Cur-
tis that ample time should be given in-
dustries affected by such legislation to
adapt themselves to the conditions. It
did seem to him that the one man who
wanted to see the House do nothing in
regard to this matter was the junior
member for Victoria and he favored the
principle on the hustings. It was most
essential that the House should be unan-
imous on this matter as the dissent of
one member might have am impeortant
bearing on the Dominion House;

. Mr. MePhillips denied the imputation
of Mr. Smith,

Capt., Tatlow thought the introduction
of the measure and the fact that he and
the other Conservative  member ' from
Vancouver were supporting the measare
was an answer to the remarks-of the
member 'for New. Westminster' that they
were inconsistent. The bitl embodied
the principle advanced in,the Conserva-
tive platform,

The motion was carried unanimously.

A message was transmitted from His

L Lbil s s AR

{ which -a, number of amendments were

| NeW Westminstet bill' was read a second

scribe.” .

' ciples some of his.follcwers in the House

| already brought in a general bill (M.

principle of the Natal Act would be per- i

Mr. Helmcken’s motion though it did not
incorporation from the Legislature. , Its

| act.

Mr. McPhillips continued at some length, |

the purpose for which it was designed. !

He himself |

i bill, with Mr. Murphy in the chair.
Thes= |

were entirely within the province of the !

Honor the Lieut.-Governor, recommend-l
ing to the House a bill providing for the
levying of taxes on coal and coke; a bill
to amend the Assessment act; a bill to
amend the Land act, and an act to accel-
erate the incerporation of Phoenix. All
these were read a first time.

Hon. Mr. Prentice presented a return
showing the number of ballot papers
actually issued to voters in each riding
of the province at the general election
held on June 9th, 1900.

His Honor the Lieut.Governor here
entered and assented to an act to make
special provision with regard to the qual-
ifications of the members of the council
of the city of Sandon, and an act to pro-
vide for the settlement of disputes as
to mining claims in the Porcupine dis-
trict of the Bennett Lake mining divi-
sion.

Mr. Helmcken said his bill (No. 42
had been transferred to the name of the
Minister of Mines.

Mr. McInnes asked if this meant that
all the private bills would be slaughtered
and that Mr. Helmcken had taken ad-
vantage of this device to save his
measure. (Laughter.)

The Minister of Mines replied that
there was no such intention on the gov-
ernment’s part.

Mr. MecInnes asked, then why the
change? It looked as though the gov-
ernment had allowed the measure to re-
main in the hands of a private member
until assured that it would meet with
the support of the House, having ascer-
tained which, they had no hesitation,
brave men, as.they were, to undertake
it HLaughter.) . ,

The House then went into committee
ou the Vancouver City Charter Bbill, to

made, the bl being declared 'cot.l'lpieseﬁ‘
The Anglican Synod of the Diocese of

time and committed, with B. C. Smith
in the chair.” Tt'was reported complete
with améndments:

The Roeck Bay ‘and Salmon' River Rail-
way bill' was committed, with Mrl Oliver
in’'thé chair! SRl f Car

Mr¢ Curtis‘meved to addithe following
section: “Notwithstanding: anything
hereinbefore : contaimed, - the. ~company
shall” not. -have ‘the .prighti . ta. purchase,
lease, or use’'aiiy lards-belorging to the
provinee until’it hds entered into a con:
tract swith’ thié!: ppeyinecial: . government
with - regpedtité - such: right, and,' upon
such terms and 'in Such manner as the
Lieut.-Governor 'in Council may pre-

Mr, Curtis said he did this on the ini-
tiative of Mr, Chas. Wilson, whose' prin-

sgemed to be forgetting. He read that
geutlemap's statement on the point.
Mr. Tatlow said the government had

Helmecken’'s) which covered the point,
while Mr. McPhillips gave as his reason
for opposing it that Mr. Martin’s govern-
ment Lad not allowed the then opposition
to even suggest matters of policy. He
held it was out of order, as interfering
with the prerogative of the crown. The
chairman ruled this objection out, when
an appeal was taken to the Speaker.
The point-was being debated when that
gentleman saw six o’clock.

EVENING SESSION.

The Speaker having ruled Mr. Curtis’s
amendment in order, the member for
Rossland sought to have the section
added' as a new section.

Hon. Mr. Turner said the same ground
was already covered in the bill brought
in earlier in the day by Mr. Helmcken,
while Mr. Hunter characterized the mo-
tion as a useless one, the ground being
already covered by the general railway

Mr. Garden moved for the insertion at
the end of clause 33 of a saving clause
that where any clause of the act was
repugnant to the general act the former
should prevail. On a vote being taken
a number of honorable gentlemen did not
vote, and the chairman, after taking a
show of hands, declared the amendment
lost. The ‘government members insisted
upon reconsideration, although Mr. Qur-
tis pointed out that such a rule might
lead to indefinite re-consideration, and
that if members. did not take sufficient
interest in the proceedings to vote, they
must take the consequences. ‘Lhe
amendment was re-considered and car-
ried.

The bill- was passed without further
amendment, and was reported complete
with amendments.

The House then went into committee
on the Western Telephone and Telegraph

Mr. Brown moved the following
amendment: )

“Any duly incorporated municipality
shall at any time, upon giving one year's
notice to the company, have the right

to purchase, and the company shall be |

compelled to sell, any of the works and
property of the company situate, lying
and being within the corporate limits
of the said municipality, on such terms
as may be agreed upon by arbitration or
otherwise, together with such rights,
privileges, and franchises in connection
with such works as the company may
have acquired under the powers of this
act; and upon the completion of such
purchase the municipality shall have
power to maintain and operate Sl}ch
works, and to hold, exercise and enjoy
all the rights, privileges, and franchises
which the company held, exercised or
enjoyed in connection therewith.” )

Mr. Brown urged the incorporatx?q of
the amendment, stating that municipal
ownership of franchises was becoming a
common thing. .

The promoter of the bill, Mr. Ellison,
said it was already provided for in the
bill in section 8, sub-section b.

Mr. Brown drew  attention to the fact
that the provision referred to by Mr. El-
lison merely provided that the company
shyuld not come into competition thh
existing lines ‘owned by municipalities.
He quoted from the amendment to the
B. C. Southérn Railway Act for-a pre-
cedent for his amendment. He ridiculed
the idea that such'an amendmepnt as he
proposed would discoutrage capital. It
was better to'insert such a claiise in the
original charter and avoid trouble in fu-
ture.

A long debate followed with the result,
however, that the amendment wds vot-
ed down, .

The remainder of the sections passed
without opposition -and the bill was, re-
ported complete.

The House resumed in committee on
the Vancouver Northern & Yukon Rail-
way Bill, with Mr. Munro in the chair,

Mr, McPhillips moved that sections
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37, 38 and 39 be repealed. The first for~
bade the employment of Chinese and
Japanese on the railway and this was
already met with by the bill passed in
the afternoon. It exposed the bill to dis-
allowance, )

Mr. MclInnes said the section had al-
ready been in force for ‘a year. It was
past the stage of disallowance, and it
would be most absurd, after passing such
a resolution as carried in the afternoon,
for the House to revoke their action by
revoking that action,

Mr. McPhillips, however, was not to
be abashed. He was not going to play
to the galleries, etec.

Mr, Curtis held that the vote on thig
section would give a clear illustration of
the real wishes of the members.

Mr. Green “defined his position very
clearly, This legislation had stood the
test. Why then throw it out now? He
would . oppose such  a. clause in new
legislation. The attempt of Mr. Mea-
Phillips was defeated, the following only
votinx for it: Messrs, Prentice, Pooley,
Hunter, Hayward, Clifford. A. W,
Smith, McPhillips, Rogers and Hall. Of
the remainder Mr: Turner voted with tho
opposition. Premier DunSmuir, Ebects
and Mr, Murphy did not vote at all,

Those who opposed striking out the
anti-Chinese clause were as follows:

Messrs. Turner, Garden, Taylor,
Dickie, Mounce, Helmcken, Kidd,
Green, Ralph Smith, Oliver, Neill, Gil-
mour, Stables, Brown, Curtis and Me-
Innss, Messrs. McBride, Martin  and
Ellison were absent.

The bill was reported complete,

The Vancouver &, Westminster Rail-
way Bill referred back on motion of Mr.
Helmcken to strike out section 81, exclud-
ing Chinese from employment, as ba
claimed his own bill covered this ground.

Mr. Curtis said there was no assurance
that Mr, Helmcken’s bill would be ear-
ried through by the government. Untii
that assurance was given he did not pro-
pose to consent to the clause being
struck out,

On the suggestion of Ralph Smith Hon,
Mr. McBride gave this assurance,

The motion then carried.

The bill was reported complete as amt-
ended. f

The Crow’s Nest Pass Light & Power
Bill was read a second time, and the
Vancouver & Lulu Islandgrailway came
up for second reading. Mr. Rrown sug-
gested the six monthg’ hoist because he
believed it incumbent upon him to give
some honorable gentlemen who had de-
clared their belief 'in the principle of gov-
erpment ownership ‘of railways where
practicablé an’opportunity of putting
their opinions” into praetice, This' was
a ‘local, independent road’' not dependent
on any otheer road for suecess, and was
to ‘be built' to''meet‘a demand. < It ‘was

“adniirably’ addpteéd to test the principle

of ‘governmient' ownership. ' It ‘would be
cheaply built.” Nene: of the objéctions to
governmeiit ‘otwnership applied here. Ha .
wanteq to'see it opsdated’as a good road.

Capt. Tatlow said $§0¥00C‘ bad ‘already
been expendéd 'in' building the road.” It

| would be “d ‘breach’ of faith to enforce

governmient ownership.
i Mr., Gﬂxﬁbtir, sald he wouldn't support

"the six months’ hoist unless the govern-

‘ent guaranteed to build it.
- Mr. ‘Brown  said” that he was not op-
posed, to building the road at all.

The Attorney-General rallied the mem-
ber for-New Westminster on opposing &




