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YESTERDAY’S MEETINGS.

The one compelling issue in. the
present political campaign was presented
with grave earnestness in St. John yes- |
terday by Sir Robert Borden and Hon.
F. B. Carvell. The Canadian divisions
at the front must be reinforced. Flowi
can it be done? There are not at present
available enough reserves to keep the
ranks filled beyond the end of March.
If we do our very best under the mili-
tary service act -there is likely to be a
period when there will not be enough
men to keep the divisions up to full

- strength. They must nevertheless hold

their portion of the line. We know what
that means. There will be no rest, but
constant fighting without the relief a
proper reserve would make possible. The
mother who votes against union gov-
ernment will be voting to make her son’s
lot harder at the front. If we wait for
& referendum no men will be available
for at least a year, and our divisions
at the front will be abandoned—left to
sée their ranks thinned from day to day
and no relief from home,

That is the burden of the very solemn
message given to three great audiences
in this city by the prime minister and
Hon. Mr. Carvell yesterday. Mr. Car-
vell would not say that Canada will
provide the hundred thousand men who
will finally turn the scale, but some hun-
dred thousand will do it; and how will
Canada face her sons who return if she
fails them now? And if for the lack of a
hundred thousand men we should lose
the war, those who voted against send-
ing reinforcements would have to_bear
the awful responsibility. .

It was necessary to hold meetings in
both the Imperial and the Opera House
last evening to accommodate the crowds
that desired to hear Sir Robert Borden
'and Mr. Carvell. Not an unpleasant in-
cident of any sort marred these great
meetings. The people were profoundly
impressed by the gravity of the message
brought to them, and the great number
of returned soldlers who sat behind the
speakers on the Imperial s were a
constant remipder of those other men in
khaki who today are asking each other
in the trenches in France and Flanders
whethertheir country will rally to their
aid or desert them in their hour-of need.

“These were not ordinary political
meetings. There were no attempts to
make a point against an adversary such
as mark the average campaign. An is-
sue of transcendant importance con-
fronts the Canadian people, and in its
presence the cry of the partisan falls on
unreceptive ears, 'In the midst of a life
and death struggle the people must be
serlous, and must give their best thought
to the sblution of thelr problems. That
was the feeling in St. John last night,
and speakers and hearers alike were con-
scious’ of the fact that yonder in- the
trenches are men looking to Canada and

- asking that faith be kept with them.

Does their spirit dominate the folks at
home? Ddes it? The seventeenth of De-
cember will give the answer.

THE UNION GOVERNMENT.

The union government is less than two
months old, and its members have of
necessity been scattered over the coun-
try. Not until the electiops are over
anfl they are free to get together at Ot-
tawa for continuous work will they be
able to deal fully with the problems con-

" fromting Canada at this moment.

But they have already accomplished
things which would be impossible under
party government, ag the abolition of
patronage. They have put an-end to ap-
pointnients to the civil service for poli-
tical reasons and made merit the test
in every case. That is a great gain to
the country, for as a result of political
appointments under former governments
the public services are badly manned
and far more expensive than is neces-
sary. Reform in this direction did not
come too soon. But the hew govern-
ment has also provided for taxation of
incomes, and will make it more effective.
It has ordered that no grain, sugar or

° molasses be used in Canada for the pro-

duction of liquor. ;

These are great and far-reaching re-
forms, and are only a part of the work
already done. When the elections are
over and the men representing both of
the great political parties are free to act
with the full mandate of the people,
there is no reason to doubt that they
will effect further great reforms. But,
most of all, they will not abandon the
men at the front, and that must be the
first consideration of the Canadian peo-
ple at a time when the Germans are
hurling great armies against the British
on the western front in a determined ef-
fort to break through to Calafs.

The union government and its candi-
dates, Messrs. Elkin and Wigmore, ought
‘to win handsomely in St. John and
Albert.

The withdrawal of Hon. Mr. Cam
well’s opponent is a fine tribute to him
and to the union government. He is
now free to give to the cause in other
eonstituencies the force and vigor of his
advocacy of the cause of the men at the
£ront, »

\

THE GREATER CRIME.

Sir John Simon, fortyMour years old
and a former opponent of conscription,
has decided to don the khaki. He wrote
to his constituents:

“I can imagine only one crime which
{8 to be compared to the crime of per-
mitting the war to go on for an un-
necessary hour, and that is the crime of
slackening in our purpose; after all the
sacrifices we have made, before a real
opportunity of securing it (an enduring
peace) has arisen.”

Commenting on this declaration, To-
ronto Saturday Night truly says that
“the crime of slackening in our pur-
pose” is the actual and only important

question on which the electors of Can- not surpass in fierceness

ada will vote on Dec. 173 and that &
proposal to “slacken in our purpose” is
the main plank in the platform of near-
ly two hundred candidates that have
been nominated in opposition to union
government. Is any proof needed? Cer-
tainly not ih Quebec province. As tp
other provinces, a Laurier newspaper in
the west cannot see “either the justice
or the wisdom of further depleting the
population of Canada” while there are
available so many men in the United
States. That is the coward plea of men
who want their fighting done for them.
It is the plea of Henri Bourassa, who
would withdraw Canuda from the war.
It is not the plea of red-blooded Cana-
dians who remeniber the men in the
trenches and the other men whose lives
were given for the honor and the safety
of their country. ;
| ompe——

“'The Woman's Council and its presi-
dent, Mrs. E. Atherton Smith, are to be
congratulated on the splendid organiza-
tion which made Rosebud Day so re-
markable a success. The Children’s Ald
Society are to be congratulated on the
handsome addition ‘to their fund for a
new and much peeded Home. Most of
all the citizens are to be praised for the
fine spirit of generosity shown by all in
response to the appeal for a worthy
cause, It is really amasing with what
readiness the people give of their means’
to every cause that is worthy of their

mpathy.
sympathy R a

Sir Robert Borden teld Ns@uﬂlene‘;

last night that many Conservatiyes were.
strongly opposed to unlon government’
and that he gave the alternative of ac-
ceptirig it or choosing another leader. It
this fact be set down to his credit. The.
Liberal leaders wete not alone in meet-
ing opposition from their own side of
the house. Now that union government
is accomplished it should be given a fair

field. Quebec dissents, but Quebec
shoild stand alone in that regard.
9 9 &9 .

Fartners’ sons aré to be given the full

bénefit of the appeal tribundls, Indeed
every man will get that benefit. And' if
there are,places where exemption tri-
bunals ars making a farce of their work,
aé seems to be the case.in one province,
the rethedy will be applied. The gov-
ernment ‘stands for a fair and equitable
application of the Military Service Act
in cvery province.
¢ ® & O

The nationalization of the medieal pro-
fession, with free medical attendance for
everybody, is the amazing proposal made
in England by the minister of recon-
struction. Premier Lloyd George issaid
to favor the plan. In St. John we do not
even provide medical inspection in. the

schools. .
® & S &

Washington believes Germany is pre-
paring to bring on a decisive erigige-

ment on the western front. In the ter-.

rific fighting that has already taken place
the Allies have had the best of it, with
heavy losses to the enbmy.

® & & @

Canada’s first battle line is in France
and Flanders. The second line is in
Canada itself. The Germans are driving
hard against the first line. Wil the sec-
oué line send reinforcements?

. ® ® © O :

Mr. Elkih and Mr. Wigmore get a fine
reception by every audience before which
they appear. In the{r speeches they
keep to the issue, and make a strong im-

pression.
¢ ¢ © O

The Germans have been cleared en-
tirely out of German East Africa. That
is a great blessing to the natives, who
were treated with barbarous cruelty by
German officers and taskmasters.

® @

Yesterday’s meetings in St. John clear-
eo up many misunderstandings and set
the issue of the campaign in a clearer
light before the people.

® & @

®
New Brunswick believes in free
speech. A verv conciderahls oloment i

Quebec does not. Union candidates there
are brutally treated.
® @
Vote for Elkin, Wigmore and prompt
aid for the men at the front.

A Thrist for Learning, -

The Ilissus is a small Greek river with
a great name. The story is told that
the late President Felton of Harvard
declared that on his first reaching

Athens he made his way to the bank of

the Ilissus, stooped down, and drank it
1

all up.—Christian Register,

- Break British Line

Desperate Fighting as Germans ‘.A’t';ack‘ In

Great Force; Nature

of Gun Fire Shown in

. Statement That One British ‘Machine Gun
- Battery Fired 70,000 Rounds in Day

With the British Army in France,

Germans foday were making their sec-|
ond great attempt to break through the|
'British defences in the Gonnelcu sector
and pinch off the salient which General!
Byng recently drove into the enemy ter—'
ritoxy a little further to the north. The
German assault was launched against
La Vacyuerie a little before 9 o’clock
in the morning and spread rapidly.
Within two hours a heavy battle was in
progress over a considerable front from
La Vaequerie southward towards Vend-
hulle. The enemy was employing great
force of infantry, which were sent for-
ward undér terrific artillery bombard-
mients from a concentration of guns
which the-Germans had perfected since
the-smashing of the Hindenburg line.
By noon there were indications that
the German onslaught might equal if |
: their drive
which carried them through the British
front south of Gonnelcu on last Fri-

day. B

The British infantry and artillery had’
met the shock brilliantly and were hold- |
ing their own strongly through the first
grim hours of fizhting. The Germans |
approached La Vacquerie from the east
and southeast and at the outset it ap- |
peared that the attack was eomparative- |
ly local. In their initial charge the
enemy came up against a stone wall and
‘they were forced to fall back. They
kept coming in waves, however, and
finally secured a footing in the town, but
immediately were éjected.

Intense fighting at close quarters fol-
lowed, and as this progressed the Ger-
mans developed an offensive operation
farther down the line. By 11 o’clock
their artillery was maintaining a drum
fire against the whole front involved.

. The British gunners replied with a de-
structive filre. The duel between guns

(of all calibres reached terrifying pro-

| portions.

l The battle which raged about Gon-

nelcu yesterday took on renewed bitter-
| ness this morning.
The British line at Masnieres today

| was much stronger as a result of the
| withdrawal from the town on Saturday
night. General Byng’s troops had held
this place against repeated heavy enemy
counter-attacks, but because of the
sharpness of the salient which bulged
about the town, the British position here
was a difficult one in view of the dom-
inating high ground to the south and
. southeast held by the enemy.
! The evacuation of Masnieres was ac-
complished in a masterly manner, It
came at the end of a day of sanguinary:
fighting in which nine German attacks
had been repulsed with unprecedented
| losses to the enemy. During the fight-
ing the suburb of Les Rouesvertes to the
south 'had been captured by the Ger-
mans, but late in the day they were
oustéd from this place. It was under
cover of this enemy defeat that the Brit-
i ish carried out their withdrawal, the
- Germans being still disorganized.

Su well was the retirement conducted
that the Germans were not aware that
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to dance in America.
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Masnieres was not occupied until Sun-
day afterndon. ‘Throughout: Saturday
night and Sunday morning the German
artillery kept pounding away at the
town. The true situation was discov-
ered before noon gnd the Germans push-
ed up jntdl the tc n “under intense pun-
ishment from the British guns. The
new positions established by the British
were on the southwestern outskirts. of
Masnieres :azid'%‘i ‘Rgesvertes also was

‘abaridoned. - If ¥mans. faje today
s they did lastFhiday their losses in
men will be very great. Detailed re-
ports of 'last “week’s fighting all em-

man death toll had been exceedingly
grievous. - S

In ‘the Moeuvres region, where -the
Germans kept sweeping forward over a
ridge all day, there was a veritable
slaughter.. The nature of this may be
seen from the-report from one battery
of machine ‘guns stationed here. This
battery fired 70,000 rounds during the
day at an average range of 1,200 yards
against the enemy advancing in masses.
Many other batteries were doing similar
work and riflemen . and : artillery men
were fiFing steadily. A ‘large number
of Gerfman troops. involved in, this car-
nage were brought in from. the Arras
front.

Ringworm on
Child’s Head

Caused Great Distress and Spread te
Neck and Ears—Cogre Was Speedily
Eflccted When Right Treatment Was
Recommended. . .
Grand Bent‘ bnt.. PDec. 2—There Jjs

Do~ AMEease of the skin more obstinate

than ringworm, and the mother wha

what it will mean to other anxious
mothers to kmow about Dr. Chase’s
Ointment.

This remarkable cure was brough{

lbeen no return of the distressing dis«
jease there can be no doubt that the curq
lls permanent.

writes: “I am going to tell you of my
jexperience with Dr. Chase’s Ointment,
‘My little girl had sores come out on

‘They were spreading fast, and I tried
home treatinent, but nothing helped her,
I took her to the doctor, and he opened
some of the sores, which were as big ag
the yoke of an egg. The salve he gave
me to- put on was very scvere, and the
ipoor child would cry for an hour or more
For slx weeks it
continued to spread all over her head,
land came down to her nmeck and ears,
{She suffered terribly. At last some kind
ilad!es-to_ld me about Dr. Chaae’s Ointe
‘mrent, 80 I got a box, end the first time
{d put it on she ‘was relieved of pain, and
ithe second time the swelling was
gone. Before we had finished the firsi
'box the sores were nearly all gone. 1
jhave told all the people around herq
about your Ointment, and I cannot
praise it too mueh. It is8 now two years
since my little girl was troublsd in thig
way, and it wever came back, so you
can see she is completely cured. You are
‘st liberty to use this statement for thq
benefit of others who may be suffering
in a similar manner.”

Joseph Brenner, J.P., endorses thig
statement as follows: “This is to certify
that I am personally acquainted with
Mrs, D. Stebbins of Grand Bent {Ont.),
and believe her statement with reference
to Dr. Chase’s Ointment to be true and
correct.” .

Dr. Chase’s Olntment, 60 cents a box,
all dealers or Bdmanson, Bates & Co,
Limited, Toronto. Be suspicious of thq

|druggist who tries to talk you into ace

jcepting a substitute

JOHN, N. B,

second daughter, after
to

phasize the first statements that the Ger-!

writes this letter does so fully realizing’

lebout twe years ago, and as there hag
Mrs, D. Stebbins, Grand Bend (Ont.),

her head which looked like ringworms, !
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cooking, one mild for warming.

Handles and Knobs ...$17.560
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“Un.versal”
Coffee Machine

(Eleciric)

‘Made of Copper, heavily coated on the in-
side with ;ure tin. Has non-heating Ebon-
Glass Top. ’

Nickel Plated,

6-Cup Capacity . .$16.00
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Dainties
5 X
Split Colonial Cakes,
use nut and cream, fruit
or jam fillings and
devorate the tops. De-
| 1i g htfully .toothsome

| and easy to gét up.

Ask For Oolonial
Cakes

Germany Suffers From
General Deterioration

Railroads and Facteries Wearing
Out and Human Misery Weak-
ens the People, But no Signs of
Revolution

Herbert Corey, writing in the Boston
Globe from Switzerland, says in part:
Germany is suffering from progressive
mechanical deterioration and cumula-
tive human misery. There will be more
food in the next twelve months than in
the twelve past and military demands
for men and munitions will be met.
Weakness is not one of material, but
morale. It is not possible that any
people can withstand the pressure . of
misery indefinitely. About June of 1918
the (Germans will be talking peace
again. It is in June the pangs of
hunger are greatest.

Railroad road beds are going to
pieces. Engines steam badly and cars
. are racked. Factories and -trains are
bwearing out.
l made.
|. Every one gets the calories scientists
But everyone is

| figure will sustain life.
| hungry all the time. There is no naked-
{ ness, but’ Germany is wearing rags be-
cause no new clothes may: be bought
while the old hang together. Few will
freeze but still, fewer will have heat in
more than  one room.

The Germans can get no release of
nerve tension. There is plenty of
money, and many workmen get three
or four times old pay, but there is no-
thing to spend it on. They are re-
| stricted to three glasses of watery beer
la day. J
i Germeny is weakening but not weak
| yet. There is no indication yet of re-
| volution, as the greater part of Ger-
| many, told only part of the truth, still
"“believes Germany will win. It has been
| told the Allies are as badly off, and the
United States bluffing. Epidemic of
dysentry, fatal in many cases, is sweep-
ing Germany. In Hamburg last sum-
mer funeral services in churches were
restricted to ten minutes, with churches
“running to capacity.”
street after street has been closed to
hem in contagion, and = whole towns
quarantined.. Burial regulations for-
bid the use of wood or wool, corpses
getting paper shrouds and pasteboard
coffins,

Germany reached food production
maximum in 1917 and is counting on
neace before winter of 1918-19. Every
available inch was cropped last year.
Decreased fertility now means a de-
creased yield. Germany is eating up
food capital and cutting into herds for
which she has not enough fodder. Lit-
tle or no grain has been reccived from
Roumania, and Turkish crop is bad.

Germany is now restricted to two
suits of underwear and one of clothes.

lApparently the effort to make paper
Sandolc’

clothing has been a failure.
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Only forced repairs are
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AUTOMOBILE SKATES!

Blades are made from the special Chrome Nickel Steel, perfected in those parts of high
grade automobiles, where strength and lightness must be combined.

Ounces Lighter and Stronger—Made in Canada
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SPECIAL SALE
Dinner Sets

Reducéd from $20.00
SLIGHTLY MISMATED

. $1.75 to $7.06
60c. to $3.50

Roller Skates, Salyerd’s Hockey 8ticks,

Fidher Sid.

'
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'W. H. HAYWARD CO., Limited
85 to 93 PRINCESS STREET '
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within the reach of all.

CHEYNE & CO. 166
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Insist upon quality first always in the buying of table provisions.
{ That is the secret of good health and true economy.

Quality is paramount here always.

However, our prices are well

Usion Street.—Tel. 803

and wooden soled shoes have been com-
mon, and there has been much going
barefooted the past summer.

Boys of 16% have now been sum-
moned to the colors and men of ‘55 are
now liable. Moral standards have been
breaking down, with juvenile misbehav-
ior, thefts, and illegitimacy increasing.
But German plans for next year’s war
arc more sweeping, scientific and murd-
erous than for anyhpast years.

PRISONERS TO CUT WOOD.

(Bangor Commercial.)

That prisoners in Bangor jail may be
used for cutting cordwood to help re-
lieve the fuel shortage, was learned Sat-
urday from Sheriff White, who, with the
county commissioners, is seriously con-

Mathieu’s Syru(r

great Tonic an

Generous size bottles.

Blaci ; ?

MATHIEUS

Stop Coughing

of Tar and Cod Liver Oil is a
not only usually stops a cough
promptly but also helps the system to
off. ually good for young or old. There
should be a bottle of it in every home.

Sold everywhere.

J. L. MATHIEU CO,, Props., =«

1f your cold is feverish take Mathieu's Nervine Powders. They reduce
the fever, dispel the paing in the limbs and head. 25c. per box.
by mail on receipt of price if your dealer cannot supply you.

Maritime Provinces

sidering taking this step.

The fact that the county jail work-
shop has been shut down has led them
to the conclusion that some method of
keeping the prisoners busy should be
devised and just now they cannot think
of anything better than putting them to
work getting out cordwood.

The adoption of this step will not
mean that the wood famine will be end-
ed right away, but every little helps, and
the jail inmates would be given some
thing to do. It is safe to say that tthey
would not take the innovation with Cny
great degree of joy, as the jail is a warm
place in the winter, and working at a
cordwood job is not one of the pleas-
antest tasks, especially when it is cold.

Should this plan be carried out, the
popularity of the jail as a winter resort
would immediately decline.

throw it

SHERBROOKE, P.Q.

Sent

“Amherst, N. 8., Agents
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