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19, I have devoted but brief paragraphs to subjects, on each
of which my convictions and feelings wonld prompi me to write
‘1 essay, did the oeecasion permit, I carnestly comuiend these
subjects to your seriows, prayerful and generous consideration,
aided by reading the pew Book of Discipline iteelf, and by
what may be uttered from the Pulpit and the Platform, and
sent forth in the columns of our periodicals,

11. 1 feel how poorly I have fulfilled the task imposed upon
me by the General Conference, in thus addressing yYou; but I
cannot forbear repeating the thonght already expressed,—
namely, the necessity, apart from the privilege of the daily cul-
ture and practice of vital religion, the Samson-look of individual
and Church strength, the perennial spring of the highest
enjoyment, from which flow ever widening streams of pious
benevolence and useful activity, and without which all the
externals of Ohristianity, however imposing and magnificent,
and however adorned and enriched by wealth, talents and gifts,
are but « sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.”

12. Verydear Brethren,—Unexpectedly called to a position so
much above my merits, and required thus to address you, I
desire gratefully to confess that by the Grace of God 1 am
what I am ”—3a sinnep saved by grace—saved in youth, saved in
manhood, being saved in old age ; and being in the fiftieth year
of my Ministry, beyond my ¢ thyee Score years and ten,” sixty
of which save one, I have been enabled to witness, imperfectly
indeed, a pardoning God and Saviour, I here record the avowal
of my present views and feelings, that had I, a thousand times
from my early youth up, to live my life over again, I would
with all my heart and Strength, strive to serve my God and
Saviour more humbly, more faithfully and more unreservedly
than I have done, The indwelling of God in the heart is the
most radiant joy of youth, the mightiest strength of manhood in
both body and mind, the richest comfort of age; it prompts to
labour, lightens toil, sweetens affliction, kisses the rod of disap-
Pointment and adversity, gives songs in the night of age and

r
<




