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Ottawa, Ont.' Jan. '#3~The cor- thes 0

respondence betwen the/impenial-and
Canédfan authorities regarding . the
‘‘Ross rifle, laid on the table of the com-.
mons today shows. that as early as
March 30., 1916, Sir Bobert Borden as
the result of rumors which had
ed hig ears, ¢
led to the abandonment. of the Ross
rifle u&the;:?pon of the: Canadian
troops, . when, it -had been. ed:
10 replace it with %femw l.:e- nfield
the old Lee-Enfiéld having beent dis-
carded also, they were confronted with
the fact that np other riffe could be
g gy
‘case u
of Oon.ntvgt. on behalf of the govern-
ment, cabled Bonar Law, desiring to be
informed as to the report which had
reached them that the Fourth Can-
adian Division has been armed with
‘the Rossrifle when recently despatched
to France.
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Bormtar Law, on Sépt. 7, replied as|-

" follows: “The fourth division were
went o' France armed with the Ross
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Nearly Seven Hundred
Million' Dollars.

controversial subjects could be post-

- fponed until after his return the oppo-

y ; vote the, war credit
‘and the necessary supply and consent
to, any adjournment of the house that

| extena our -
''| Duchess. ot

ally, he came to

m
of a for-
11 Known

1 we rejoice
return as the mistress of
if only for the sake of Auld Lang
Syme. (A Pt S Y
sald that . thelr excellen-
f Canada’at a'time when
there was little room; for cong 3
tion. The campaign of 1 had not
justified the hopes which Its com-
mencement had ‘generated. -~ Earl
1916 the crown prirdce had been driven
back defeated and baffled from Ver-
dun, leaving dead upon. the  field five
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* sir Wilfrid
cies ‘came

* |'would facilitate the prime minister's

trip to England.

* ' /Hughes Interrupts Bcrden.\

" _Bir Robert Berdeén in reply sad that
he could not formally accept the pro-
posals of -tae lcader: 1
tion until after consultation ‘with his
colleagues. At- the rmoment, he ‘counld

|

of .the opposi- |

hundred. thous men. The offensive
on the River Somme had béen brilliant
and effective, and ‘when Rumania fin-
ally joined the allies we thought it the
beginning of the -end. But Rumania
had been conquered, her capital had
been taken. Sizing up the reésult of
the year he could only say that there

the | government of the day lacked unit;

e ettt | sion.
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-and ‘  other: = mattersy
in the Borden-H 8-
-pondence, mot in a partisan spirit, but
“to call attention to’the fact that the

purpose which caused the administra-
tion of public affairs to become lax and
threw the entire service inty confu-

Would Aveid Controversy

. Bin Wilfrid said he would discuss the
question of national service and the re-
quest for an extension of the parlia-
‘mentary term when those subjects
'came before the house, In the mean-
time ‘he desired to say that the prime
minister should by all means attend the
‘imperial conference.
soon as hé could and stay as long as
he thought necessary. If the govern-
ment would postpone all controversial
‘subjects, he was ready to say for the
opposition that the war credit would be
voted without delay and the supply

to carry on the government
during prime minister's absence
and that the h ouse could then be ad-
' journed for a sufficient period to faeill-
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Borden's Reply.

rifle, but Led.Enflelds have since been Sir Robert Borden was greeted with :

sent to France for the purpose of re-
amming them. The re-armming should be

only say that ‘they @sppeared: to-be had been brilllant sucesses but nothing
quite - reasonable. " He: pr:genw with’ decisive, Against the victory. of Ver-
some heat the s on’ un was to

completelv performed by now.”

.+ French's Report, .

The reports of Sir John French and
Sir Douglas Haig are contained in
ihe correspondence. That of Sir John
French was sent to the war office on
June. 19, 1916. He said: “[+had heard
rumors that the Canadians were tak-
ing every opportunity of exchangiy
‘their rifles with those of Leo-Enﬁe}:
drom casualties on the fleld, I gave
instruections for a small coramittee to
test that rifle, including Canadian am-
mynjtion obtained (rom - Fngland,

' noh¢ having begn sent to. France for
usge with the Ross rifle. In view of the
wanimous opinfon of the commitics
that the Rose rifle could not be relied
upon to work smoothly and efficinntly
in; rapld fire with any ammunition |
other than that of Canadinn. manu-
fagtyre, that: no Canadjan. ammuni-
4ion ‘was available,. and owing to the
wint of dence in the rifle, one-
third of the dlvision ving armed
themselves with the Ross rifie, I did
not fee] justified in sending this divi-
sion into battle with' the oss rife,
end ordered rearming before they
went into action on June 15. I would
observe that I bave never condemred
the Ross rifle, nor have I sufficient
data to justify me in doing so. I have
expressed and acted upon the opinion
1hat so far ag I can jndge the am-
muynition of British manufacture is
m suitable for use with the, Ross
rifle, 4nd there is a large and grow-
ing feeling of want of confidence ir

i1his -vifle on the part of ihe men in
+the Canadian dlvision, which is amply
jugtified by the report of the com-
mittee.”

Haig’s Report.

Sir Douglas Haig, having made a.
thoro test at the earnest .request of
Sir Robert Borden, reported to the war
office on' May 28, 1916, as follows: “I
. haye satisfled myself after extensive
inquiries carried out thruout the Can-
adian corps, that as a service rifle the
Rass is less trustworthy than the Lee-
Enfield, and that the majority of the
men armed with the Ross rifle have not
theé confldence in it that is so essential
they should possess. The inguiry on
which these conclusions are based was
the outcome of an urgent application
from a battalion of the Third Canadian
Division for re-armament with the

hort Lee-Enfleld in consequence of a

nine months,

EXPORTS TREMENDOUS

Agricultural  Products Run
Manufactured Articles Close
Race.for Leadership.

By a\ 'ﬂ.aff Reporter. \
Ottawa, Jan, 22,—Canadian trade for
the mine months of the present fiscal

yvear reached the enormous total of
$1,700,568,289, according to the monthly
statement issued today by Hon. Dr.
Reid, minister of customs.  For the
corresponding months of 1915 the total
Cal inn trade was $1.012,486,000,

e statement shows the great ac-
tivity of the export trade of the Do-
minion. The total exports for the nine
months ended Dec: 31 last of Canadian
products woere $861.629,000, as against
$511,634,000 for the corresponding
period of the previoug year.: . Of the
exports demestic manufactured ar-
ticles lead with $217,841,000 for the
with ,agricultural pro-
ducts a close second with $317,451,000.
Tre figures for the same period of
1915 were: Manufactures, $119,399,000,
and agriculture, ' $202,606,000,

: Heavy Exports.

The exports of animal products also
show a rsubstantial increase for the
rine moglths with $93,686,000, as against
$78,669,000; piroducts of  the 'mines,,
$62.725,000, ag - against $49,084,000;
fisheries, $18,075,000, against $16.103,-
000, and the forest $46,138,000 against
$42,184,000. -

The imports. exclusive of coin and
bullion, for thd past nine months were
$602,866,000, made up of $330,791,000
dutiable . goods and $272,075.000 free
goods. The imports for the same pe-
riod of 1915 were $197,950,000 dutiable
grods and $145 972,000 free goods, a
total of $343,928.000. Duty col'ected was
$106,378,000 as against $71.305,000.

For the montn of December last,
the exports, exclusive of coin and bul-
lion. were $180 037,000, and the imports
$68,014,000, while for December, 1915,
the exports were $92,171,000, and the
imports $45,690,000.

The ircrease in exports over imports
for the nine months, exclusive of coin
ard hullion. was $253.768,000. :

# WAR SUMMARY «

THE DAY'S EVENTS REVIEWED

{Continued From Page 1.)

hemia, and the union of Bosnia
Translyvania with Rumania, and o
policy of President Wilson is in br
tionalities and the support of such
Hungary.
% £
In urging the freedom of the seas

£X3

and Herzegovina with Serbia, of
f Italia Irridenta with Italy. The
ief the denial of the rights of na-

a polyglot empire as Austria-

* s

President Wilson has merely accepted

another German object in the war, He has adobted it entirely from the pro-
paganda of Von Dernburg and the speeches of Von Bethmann-Hollweg. In
decraring that the question ot limiting naval armameénts opens the wider and
perhaps, more difficult question of the limitation of armies and of all prowress'
n military preparation, President Wilson seems to aim at restricting B;itish
naval power first, no matter whether he restricts German land power or not,
In favoring the assigning to every great.people now struggling towards a full
levelopment of its resources and its powers a direct outlet on the great high-
ways of the sea, Wilson in practice means that Austria-Hungary shall pre-
verve Trieste as her outlet on the Adriatic and probably shall obtain an out-

tet on the Aegean, and that Germany is to have Antwerp, either in fact, or if
not in theory, in practice.
* = * *®
The president then gives his whole scheme an ironic touch by saymg‘ that
he i8 proposing that the nations should with one accord adopt the doctrine of
President Monroe as the doctrine of the world. The celebrated Monroe ll:"‘l-
sage, which German statesmen have called an international impertinence wé.s
prompted by the action of a league to enforce peace, such as the pres:ident
NOW ' propcses. That league was formed in 1815 on the initiative of Czar
Alexander of Russia. Its object appeared as righteous as the object of Presi-
dent Wilson appears to himself. In flve years that league, called the Holy
Alliance, became the worst engine of tyranny ever known in the world By
proposing to keep an iron-clad status quo, the league suppressed all d-em‘o.-
rratic movements on the European continent for many yvears. When the
powers of the Holy Alliance at last moved towards the su}\'})ression of the in-
‘ant republics in South America, Great Britain threatened to intervene and
she induced FPresident Monroe to send his celebrated message to conirress
This stopped the aggression, 3 i
" ES k-

b3 %

~ year ago Germany industriously circulated rumors from Switzeriand
that she had raised a fresh .army of two million troops. _She had -done no-
hing of the kind. This year the same old rumors are revived from Holland,
only her agents now place her new forces at 120 divisions. ;It is the same old
propaganda to influence President Wilson to interfere to stop the war,
%" = » 0 23 2

Little military news has developed in the past 24 hours. On the western
front the British beat off two German raids near Arras and Ploegsteert, and
the French encaged in livelv.artillery actons he'ore Verdun 1 " i1mania
the Russians repulsed an attack in the Oituz Valley. In East Africa the
British have nearly Qverrur; the :\'hole‘coun}i‘ry.

Instead .of attacking France thru Switzerland, Germany, rumors from
Holland say, is about to attack’Verdun agein, and the time given is this week.
It is quite in accordance with German character to attack and attack, if not
to advance, at least to forestall an off:ensive, and so it would not be wisdom
to regard her advertising as entirely a bluff. The fact that two enemy at-
tacks launched in this_ region yesterday suffered repulses from the French
suggests that the German higher command is concerned in this advertising
of & coming ‘voste-m offensive. By turning to the west again for decisive re-
sults German% would confess that it was futile for her to attack the Russians

in the east,

suggestion’ that he. was
lacking mn’ tm@nﬁ‘m“’t‘ firmpess
and decision, and recalled ther wob-
bling and inconsistent course pursued
by Sir Wiltrig dayrier: at ‘the out-
bresk of the South ‘Afpivan ‘war, .
Several times dwing. the . prime
minigter’s spcech he was. intérrupted
by his former minister of militis with
something like'flat contradictions, ¢s-
pecially .in relation to the refusil of
e -British 1jovernment ito confirm
e -appointment pf General Sam
Steele to the command of the second
division., FEach intérruption caused
flutter of excitement thruout the
chamber, but invariably a courteous
angswer turned away the general's
wrath, Sir Rohert Boirden almost in<
variably contentcd himsedf with say-
ing that he could not at thé moment
recollect the -ingcident to” which Sir
Sam called his™attention.

. Touches on By:Election:

The address in reply 1o the speech
from the throne was moved by Mr.
Wilson (Wentworth), who made an
excellent impression and was warm-
Iy ccngratulated by members on both
sides . of  wie house, - Mr. 'Descarries
(Jacques Cartier), who seconded tho:
address, referred  to the Dorchester
by-electivn, but neither party leader
could be tempted into that perilous
zone of controversy. Sir Wilfrid fol-
lowed Mr. Descarries, and was in
turn followed by the prime ministor,
E. M. MacDonald. (Pictoy, -N;S.)iad-
journed the debate, j

Wilson Moves Address.
Mr. Wilson, in moving the address.
euvlogized the Duke of Conpaught ani
his successor, the present governor-
geperal. He spoke of the gallantry
uf the Canadian traops at the fromt,
and hoped that some permanent men:-
orial\would be erected in honor of the
late Col.' George H. Baker, M.P. for
Brome, who was recently killed in ac-
tion, The electoral district of Went-
worth, he said, had already sent 3,000
men to ‘the' front, amd the military
digtrict in which it was located had
furnished 256 per cent. of all the re-
cruite enlisted irn Canada. He hoped
that the semi-cent2nary of confed~ia:
tion wouid be appropriately celebrat-
ed, and that the ancient colony of
Newfoundland would before long join
the union.
Referring to the eomung imperial
conference, Mr. Wilson d that the
prime minister could elpladthe states -
men of the empire there asgsembled
that Canada was ready to bear cven
greater burdens for the emplie and
assume even more prominence in im-
perial. affairs than she had during the
past threc years. The pcople of
‘Weniwortl, he said, were unanimous
in their desire to have all our emer-
gies concentrated in carrying on the
war, and therefore did not want to
see a war-time election.

Descarries Challenges Laurier.

Mr. “ Descarries, in seconding the
address, spoke in French and referred
to the Dorchester by-election. Hz
cal'ed upon Sir Wilfrid Laurier to re
pudiate the statement of his candi-
date, Mr, Cannon, that national ser-
vice ineant conscription. Personally,
Mr. Descarrice did not . believe that
corscriptioa could consiitutiorally be
established without first consulting
the people. It was not, in his opinion.
a live quastion, because conscription
was unneccssary. Evidently, he =aid,
Mr. Cannon was trying to frighten the
people of Dorchester, 5
Ovation Given Laurier.

Sir Wiiled .aurier, uwo rising,
we, given o hearty ovatwn by his
fo'lowers, F¢ refersed in the most
cemplimentary terms to the Mo
sr~eches aiready deivered. Ihe 1e-
marks of Mr Wilson in reference to
the Duk: ! Connaugh: wers, in his
cp'nion, “timely and well conceived.”
Canada, Sir Wilfrid sald, had been
particularly fortunase  in her gover-
nor-generals. They were, without ex-
ception, men of high character and
great ability. When they left our
shores they had carried with them the
gratitude, esteem and respect of all
classes of the Cangdian people. But
it was nc disparagement of his predc-
cessors to say that no governor-gen-
eral had so well merited the gratitude
and esteem of Cahadians as the Duke
of Connavght. He had earned that

of honor, his deyvotion to duty and
his democratic ways. Nor could any-
thing too. eulogistic he said »f his
gracious cpusort, the Duchess of Con-
naught.

“There is grcund for the belief” Sir
'Wilfrid continued, “that the Duke of
Connaught accepted the governor-
generalship at a great personal sacri-
fice and in the public interest. He
only intended to remain with us for
two years, and was preparing to lcave
when the war broke out. Then it was
announced tnat he would retain the
governor-generalship _ until the clos2
of the war. But upon the expiry of
his five years’ term, he relinquished
the duties of his office and his suc-
cessor was appointed for reasons,

to the people of Canada.
Welcomes Governor-General.

“The king is dead, long live the
kirg.” . In the spirit of this old saying

®ir Wilfrid Laurier continued: *“We

I'of Rumania. The only

gratitude and est¥#em by his hign sensa,

no , cers, v
doubt sufficient, but: never explained Wilf:dd would not

be reckoned .the disaster
; m.hu vie-
tory, was the victory of ‘the British
navy with its silent, relentless and
th strangle-hold . upon . the
frade and resources of Germany.

i ‘Pgreonally, Bir Wilfrid said, he: was
‘mot | discouraged, 'for - Germany ‘'was
menaced by two foés more terrible
than soldiers or muhnitions, 'nux:g.
famine and exhaustion. The Germar
emperor might be the wvictor for the
moment, but"he was suing for peacc
as did the victorious Napolecn -when
in possession of Moscow.

= Criticism of Government.

After paying an eloquent. tribute to
the Canadian troops at the front, who
Lg‘a,d . distinguishe® <. themselves  on

‘ery fleid, and more than oncs, as at
St. Julien, ha@ sayed the day for lil.-
erty and civilization, Sir. Wilfrid of-
served that our .soldiers had done
reverything, but he was unable to say
as much for the sgovernment. This
government, in hid 'Opinion, had not
risen 1o theé occasion. On the con-
trary, its administration had been Jax
and had thrown the military sérvice
mto . sop ng like“chaos: and: confu-
sion. He then read at length fron.
thie published correspendence hetween
Bir ""Borden "and Bir Sam
Hughes which gnoqdwindvaccom-u
panied . ' the latten§ resigne
minister of .mgltt:; and defence. d'f’he
Lcorrespondenge, ; ~digclosed, a
bitter cggmtrersy aniong ' members of
the
to ther Canudian soldiers in' Eng-

d should be under the control of
the Canadian government or be class-
ed as British regulars under the sole
control of the British Government, |

Question of Control,
' Weighty reasons, Sir Wilfrid eon-
tinued. might be advanced in favor of
Canadian Control, or in favor of Brit-
ish control. The point -was that the
Borden government had apparently
never come te any decision on the
point,  When Sir Sam Hughes went to
England to assume control he was
told by the-late 1 Kitchener that

[
i

had informed him that Canada could
exercise no control over troops in Eng-
land. Thus we had he spcctacle of
Sir Sam Hughes, a member of the
government, telilnz the imperial au-
thorities one thing and * Sir George
Perley, a member of thé same govern-
ment, telling them just the opposite.
Why had not the prime minister decid-
ed then instead of allowing the quar:
rel to become a public scandal and
one liable to cause confusion in the
service? i

We knew that Sir Sam Hughes
wrote to the prime minister complain-
ing that he was hampered by the ap-
pointment of innumerable commis-
sions.. He'declared that the military
hospitals commission, the national ser-
vice commission and the pension board
looked fine on paper but had broken
dawn in practice. He further com-
plained . that he had been - hampered
by bhis colleagues and ' that the de-
spatch of the second division overseas
had been held up four months by petty
haggling over patronage. The govern.
ment, according to Sir Sam, had in-
sisted upon buying motor trucks at an
extravagant price to provide commis-
sions for local agents. If he had wait-
ed for orders in council, the first Cana-
dian contingent would still be at Val.
cartier, .

Puts Blame on Prémier.

The prime minister, S{r Wilfrid con-
tinued, in the course of. his correspon-
dence with the former minister of mili-
tia. complained that his time was
wasted and his energies dissipated by
petty squabbles ‘that were going on
| around him. But'who ‘was to’ blame?
;In the opinfon of SircWilfrid, the one
i man. to blame for that situation was
| the prime minister himself. He should
' have -promptly decided every question
| that came before him. The ex-minis-

ter had declared that vast stores of
Canadian equipment were scrapped as
scon as they arrived in England. For
ten months this thing had gone on.
We kept -buying and buying in Can-
ada and they kept on scrapping and
| scrapping in. England. (Applause and
lavghter.) : A

Economy and Waste-

Fir Wilfrid said that Sir Thomas
White had constituted himself a mod-
ern Peter the Hermit to preach a
crusade for <comomy, but Wwhile he
was preaching economy in Canada
imtilions of Can:idian money Wwas be-
{ing wasted in England. He made
ithis  statement on the authority of
Sir Sam Hughes, who. declared the
. Camadian equipment was absolutely
|the best, but that the British officers
arbitrarily and unreasonably threw it
all into the scrapheap. Was a
serious charg'em i British om.
the corrcctmess of Which. Sir

vepture to pass
n, but a dllemms certainly faced

e government. Eith‘: the Cana-

aian equipment was all 'that it should

Lave been or it was so defeclive thax

i British officers were justified in
Qggcwin‘ it away. If the British offi-

vernment over the ‘question ' as:

the acting Canadian high commissioner’

tremendous f.ppliuse when he arose
to address the house. r paying a
tribute to the Duke cf C ught, the
prime minister, in answey to Mr, Wil-
son of Wentworth, said that while.
the Camadian people no doubt would
welecine  the entrance of Newfound-
lond into the confederation the initia-
1ivé rested wholly with that coantry.
He - helieved Sir Wiifrid. had been
somewhat peesimistic in his remarks
anent the 'progress of the war during
the past year. While his -statements
were in no way official, he was pro-
pared -to say’ that 'very good progrcss
had been made in 1916, Germany’s
successes, he declared, were more
spectacular than materinl,

The premier reviewed statistically
the extent to which Canada was now
engaging in the struggle. The grand
total of men who had gome from Can-
uda on aetive service, mumition and
gpecial services he /pluced at 454,279,
There had been 70,252 casualties, of
which 10,664 were Killea in action.
Another 4,010 had died of wounds.
When for a moment he dealt with the
work of ths mihtury aospitals com-
mizseioit he “ooK occasior. ‘to reuind
Sir WWilfrid' that when Bir Sam
Hughes criticized that organization He
was the man who was responsible for
its inception. Sir Sam, he sald, should
be the last man to deelare it a faillure,

Sir Sam. Interrupts.

¢ re.” : "
I%{‘?x “RébtY—“Perhaps *T misundler-
stood 1uy Tight honorablz friemd.” (Sir
Wilf1id Laumner.) :

In reviewing the munitions output
ot trh¢ Domjnion, he said that while
the banks had advanced $100,000,000
and the government another $75,609,-
000 to organize the igdustry, still fur-
ther financial assistance might be nd-
visable on the parg of the government.

Canada’s \Financing.

Upon matters of finance, he pointed
out that for two’ years Canada had
financed her war obligations without
‘recourse to the British -market. “I do
pot believe,” he said, “that any one of
us two and a half years ago would
have believed it would have been pos-
‘sible for Canada to accomplish the
rask which has been sccompgished by
Sir Thomas White. He referred brief-
ly to pre-war conditions when the
country was almost confronted with
financial panic. He believed that $12,-
000,000 which the government had ex-
pended on sead grains and such lika
for the west had brought back at least
$100,000,000 of wealth to the country.
The splendid financial condition of the
country at the present time, he said,
was due to three things: the abundant
crops of 1915 and the high prices pre-
vailing for .the smaller crops of 1916,
together with increasing business of
munition making.

Extensien of Term.
Referring to. the proposal in the
speech from the throne for an exten-
sion of parliament, Sir Robert said:
“The reasons for which I advanced
that proposal last’ year are equally
cogent today. I stated to the house at
that time the view which had been tak.
en in the press, taken by certain hon-
orable gentlemen on the other side of
the house and the leader of the oppo-
sition emphasized the undesirability of
having an ¢léction during the progress
of the war, going so far as to say
that while he did not place the great-
est confidence in the government, yet
he never intended to open the door to
office with the bloody key. Conditions
tcday are such as to make that ob-
servation no less cogent at this time,
Continuing on the same subject hs
pointed out that a war-time election
would disfranchise hundreds of thou-
sands of soldier wvoters. He did not
believe provision could be made to
have the overgeas men cast their votes,
because in the midst of one of the fierc-
est drives of the war the paymaster
couid not be expected to stop his men
long enough to have them mark a bal-
lot.

Cabinet Differences.

Dealing with 8Sir Wilfrid’s criticism
of the government’s work during the
progress of the war, Sir Robert first
twitted the opposition leader upon se-
lecting In an address at a recruiting
meeting, the inspining topic of his lack
of confidence in the government and
reminding the audience that Great Bri-
tain in 1870 did: not come to the aid
of France.

Concerning the dissension in the
cabinet, he said: “My right honorable
friend has had experience in that con-
pnection himself and he might be speak-
ing with authority. 1 recolléect one
prominent colleague in his own gov-
ernment who used to say publicly that
ttey fought like blazes. In any cabi-
net there are differences of opinijon
ard differences of temperament. He
seems to feel considerable confidence
in himself as head of a government
because he arrives at the conclusion
that I have not enough firmness.”

; Recalls OId Spectacis,

‘I have seem some instances which
might not justiby my right honorable

friend in putting his head in the air

to tell him that in 1902 I observed a

Sir Sam—*1 did not say it was ‘!'.4

gpectacle jn the 31« of commons
which ‘I never saw before, nor has
anybody seeri anything similar since.
And that was his most important col-
league in the government rise from
his, place and opeunly flout him -and
taunt him in regard to the free trade
policy. The man to whom I veter is
Sir Richard Cartwright, 1 did not
obegerve that wes any great
firmness or decision upon the part of
my honorable friend, for lJnstance,
when it became a question of what
Capada should do to aid Britain in
ithe South African war, When this
wvar broke out, L want to tell the hon-
orable gentleman, I, without the op--
portunity of consulting this house or
my colleagues, took the responsibility
of saying that Cannda would stand in
this war with the British Empire.”
(Applduse.)
Unity of Thought.

&ir Wilfrid had said there weas no
unity of thought or action on the part
of the government.
7 1 do not believe,” said Sir Tobert,

“that there was lass unity orthcught
of action than in that government
over which my right honorabls frierd
presided. So far us I am concerned
I Lave been loyal to every one of my
colleagues since they entered my gov-
ernment, and every one of my col-
‘leagues Pas bheen k;ya.l utfumtlv, :Il‘ :;al;’re‘
he late, minister of militia, 10; »
et gave him s free & had with
the con

impressior. to: tho contrary, then he is
under a wrong impression. Our men
at the front are under a British of-
ficer,  Sir Dou Haig. So far as
the control cf these men is concrrned
they must, of ceursc be under the
same control and direction as the rest

{

!

tnd launching that statement. I want fand

| of the British Empire, $o fir us pro-

motions at the fremt are corcernsd,
they must be with the approval of the
higher officer in comt'na.nd.” |

Scrapped Equipment. )

Replying to Sir ifrid’s criticism
of the ahandonment ef Canadian
equipment when it reavhed England,
the prime minister said it was left
behind not because it was not first-
class equipment, but because it was
not uniform with the regulation Brit-
ish equipment. A hoard of British
officers, go pointed out, had reported
to this effect. _

1t7there wns anything wrong with
the pensions board, Sir Robert said,
{he onus rested upon the whole ‘hou"o
of commons. At the time Sir Sam's
eriticism of mnational service was writ-
ten national service had not propery
started. He had never heard any ex-
pression from Lord Kitchener w‘tlm
effect that Canadian trcops in ¥Eng*
land were merely British: regulars.

Highes sreaks Ir.

Sir Sam oHughes—-“Tha date tn
wh'ch reference wus made was in Oc-
tober, 1914, when he expressed him-
gelf as of tihe opinion that thgﬂu
trocps were British regalars, Wwitl
the prime miinster not say that 7 in-
formed him immediately upon my re-
tuin to Canada®"

Sir Robert Borden—"I have no re-

llection of it.”
costr Sam Hughes—"No reeollection
of my placing his remarks bhefor:

u?"

Sir 12obert Borden--No, I have no
recollection of it I repeat I have
never disccverea on thc part of the
British Government or any of the
officers any dlsposmo:x to override the
Canadian Government.”

Sir Sam Hughes. “Has the prime
minister any recollection of objection
made to Col, Steele, now general com-
manding the second division?”

Sir. Robert Borden: “Objection was
to his advanced ‘age nd in that the
late minister of militia ¢oncurred.”

Sir Sam Hughes: “The objection was
that he was unfit and I never concurred
in that. Some time after that General
Steele had a fall from his horse and

, ngra
jot “of the war as any min- Your speeches of ' hu;‘l;zr g
ister could desire, If aé is under on b€

BORDEN DENOUN

- CANNON'S A
Nature of Campmgn' A
; Govgrmnent’ Disclose

rectly Define Attitude
of Government.
By a Staff Reporter. FONL g
Ottawa, Jan. 22.- -The following, lot-
ter has been sent by Sir Robert Bor-
den to Hon, Alhert Sevigny, w:;; i
berng wppesed an  Dorchester A
biberal ‘who expuwssels anfi-Bri
and anti-war gentiuadats.  Can
tho Libctal oaindidite, iz cndorsed by
Sir: Wilfrid Taurier. 0., ‘ {
o8
and

“l -singerely c«
rday,as reporfed in the K
strong and manily 'chlm&!. :

téut :&p:al too ntltla tru2 and eainest
ana 8 n the other ! r
cpponent’s speech—mads, Wtﬁm Y

after consultation with his leadep—
als |t real nature of the pro-

sed campiign agamnst the govern.

ment and discloses an attitude

our present life and ‘death struggle

which cannot but be re t to

whole Canadian nation, Evidentl

hoped by this insidious and

ous deliverance {o attract su

your county, but I sincercly trust

I beligve Camada trusts that the

tors of Dofthester will sound a

of truer Canadianism, and  will

minister {fitting rebuk. to one:’

scchs political sapport Ly callng ‘for

reluxation of our war efforts, :

have correctly defined tlie attitude’of/

the’ government, on which wa stadd

in every portion of the Dominion”"

SLEIGHING ACCIDENTS.
Two Boys Each Have a - Broken
! Yesterd L/ )

%

THE NATIONAL CHORUS. _

Friday Evening’s Concert in Hands: of
Military Authorities.

heing made tn‘ﬂu
g’: geats for the

|
ncund'

Many requ
C

military suthorities and no

boing issued. There will be 2

rresent from the convalescent

various units stationed in Toronto, and
350 girl guides will girace the performs
ence. Mr. Morf:){x Kingston will assist .
the chotrug on both cvenings. :

Y.M.C.A; WANTS GRANT.

was otherwise injured. I did not think | days.

then that he should be Fﬂled upon to
take an active command.”
Canadian Promotions,

In response to a question from Mr.
‘MacDonald (Picton) Sir Robert said
that all Canadian pr 18 had to go
thru the hands of Sir George Perley.
In England he had the powers of a
minister of militia.

Thanks Laurier,

Sir Robert thanked Sir Wilfrid dor
his suggestion to vote sufficlent funds
to carry on thé business of the countr
and hold over important subjects until
after the war council. “At present,”
he said, “there seems to be no reason-
able objection to that proposal. But I
cannot speal® definitely on the matter
until I consult my colleagues.”

In concluston Sir Robert said that
when he attended the war counecil in
Engfland he knew he carried the man-
date of the Canadian people that they
were in the struggle until a vietorious
peace 'was concluded. He sald so far
as Canada was concerned she did not
want any inconclusive peéace, and stood
for reparation in so far as was within
the limits ‘of the wealth of the German
ire, to Belgium, Serbia, Rumania

CHARGED WITH THEFT.

Horace Gibbs, 88 John street, Was,
rested last night by Detective Wicket
adnmeotobeuﬂg?'smaummsof N
from the pockets workmen at the
ada, Foundry Company’s works, where
was employed. :

HON. J. G. H. BERGERON DEAD.

Montreal, Jan, 22—Hon. J. G, B
Bergeron, postmaster of Montreal,.and
a former deputy-Speaker of the house
of commons, died here this afterngon-
He was born at Rigaud, Que,, in 1856

your d

even those countries at war whose
territories had not been dnvaded,

Ask
druggist about it. * Tambiyn,
slways carry it in stock,

'

s



