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Front Fall, With

) Prisoners; in First
‘of Great Offewve.

o, Sept. 16. — Reuter learns
ter an intense artillery fire,
eo-Serbian troops yesterday

_the most powerful pular- .

positions that had been
fortitied for over two ‘years. The
‘positions on a front of fifteen
| res, including Vetrenik, Do-
polje and Sokal, constituting the
' important part of the Mace-
an front, hwe been carried. Fit-
| hundred w_ex;g taken prisoners
| & great number of guns and ma-
were captured. ;
. Greece Has 200,000 Men.
Reuter’s correspondent interviewed
hael. Acopoulos, the Greek minis-
of agriculture, today. The minis-
r said that Greece had 200,000’ sol-
. under.arms and could raise an
gditional 100,000, but was handicap-
d owing to the lack of shipping fa-
i They were immediately com-
ng to build shipyards. He con-
pded that he was convinced that the |
onica front was far more import-
than was generally. realized. “Soon
: will be big developments there,”
said. :
A Serbian official statement issued
hére tonight gives the positions cap-
red by the ¥ranco-Serbilan forces
. Vetrenik, Dobropolje and Sokal,
h is the most important. pu't of

4

e capture of the first and swond
Bulgarian positions along a ten-
section  of the . Doiran-Vardar
it Sunday, was, announced by A. J.
r, the foreign secretary, at &
feception to the -Greek delegation to-
ght. He referred to this, which in-
volved the taking of 800 prisoners and
ten guns, as -the prelude to an im-
portant offensive “bringing greater
triumphs in which the British and
iGreek troops would take an equal and
[glorious part.”

ERWANSMAY ATTACK
IMEREANS I VOEES

Wrtillery and Airplane Activity
* Suggest a Possible or an
Expected Advance.

o

iWith the American Army in the

ges, Sept. 16, 9 p.m.—Artillery ac-
vity of an intensity to suggest a
possible a‘tack, or an expected at-

{ Hack, occurred in the Vosges today.

was acco:.ganied b~ an extraor-
nary amount of signaling, Enemy
planes were unusually active. Ten
W ‘over St, Die and 20 over Ger-
er,

IRUTALLY BEATS WIFE
- THEN ATTEMPTS SUICIDE

“Windsor, Sept. 16.—Féllowing words

_' with his wife in Ford, Sunday, Arch-

ld McComb, 42, an employe of the
anadian Bridge Works, beat her

@ bfutally over the head with a mallet
Ind then fearing he had killed her,

‘slashed his throa* seve-a! times with
ragor. None of the wounds were
P enough to kill him and McComb

# lll probably recover., The woman
yas taken to Hotel Dieu, where her

ondi"lon is considered quite serious.

to Use War Prisoners
t To Bring in Essex Crops

¢ Windsor, Sept. 16, — Prisoners of
4r may be releazed to assist In
nging in some of the late crops in

in the toPacco

lds. A plan wil] be suggested to

"'e department of justice by Willlam

b XKennedy, M.P., who left town for
ttawa today,

$eX, particularly

JAPAN RECOGNIZES
CZECHO-SLOVAK ARMY

Washington, Sept. 16.—Recognition
of the Czecho-Slovak forces as an
8llied and belligerent army against
& rmany and Austria-Hungary, and

the Czecho-Slovak national coun-
cll 48 the authority having control
over that army, has been accorded by

Japanese Government, This ac-
;lon. similar to that taken by France,
taly, Great Brftain and the United
. » was announced in a declara-
lon issued at T fo, Sept. 9, and made
Publie today in all countries at war

Long Distance Fliers Pass Over Mnmz and Kafk
_ruhe and Also Drop Explosives on Aerodromes. .

airplanes which are

places.
Mainz, dropping five and a half tons

Boulay, Marhenge and Bohm.

With the American Army on’the Lorraine Front, Sept. 16,—British
¢o-operating with ‘American squadrons on this'front
flew far back of the enemy lines today and yomlwd airdromes at several’

Some of the long-distange flyers passed over Kartsmbe and

of explosives, '

Eleven. tons of bombs were dropped on the n.lrdromea at Lonsuyon.

French and Jtalian units co-operated with Americdn d |
carrying out nine missions, in addition g mnq hr
Fuphlq work was mccou!uﬂy condudted.

to whlcb patrolling and. photo-

Improvements in Posi-
Grappa. ;

Rome; Sept. 16.—In the region morth
and northwest of Grappa, on the
northern Italian mountain front, Ital-
jan detachments this morning ul&ed
the enemy lines and improved at some
points the positions already occupied,
says the Italian war office statement
issued today. The Italians took 821
prisoners and captured numerous ma-
c¢hine guns,

On the remainder of the front there
were artillery duell and patrol activ-
ity.

lﬂ_«; ELINE
Slﬂﬂl’vm —‘\ Mf.’

{Few Prisoners Brought
Southern Portion of
the Front.

Allies, Make
‘tiom in Region’ of

in on

London, Sept.. 16.—British troops
today ' advanced their line in the
neighborhood of Ploegstéert ~and
Ypres, in Flanders, ‘according to the
official statement issued this evening
by the British war office. The state-
ment says:

“On the southern portion of our
front our patrols have brought in a
few prisoners.

“In the neighborhood of Ploeg-
steert and east of Ypres our line has
been advanced slightly.

“On the remainder of the front
there is nothing to report beyond ar-
tillery activity on both sides in the
different sectors.”

MANCHURIAN STRIKERS
RECEIVE ULTIMATUM

Obtained
—Mainz and Mctz-Sa):kms
Also ‘Raided. '

London, Sept. 16.—British aviators
have .again bombed the railways at
Metz-Sablons 'and Mainz and docks
and sidings at Karlsruhe. Seventeen
direct  hits' were obtained. oni the
| Karlsruhe objectives, according to the
gir ‘mintetry commumcu.tion tonight.

'l‘h;o ltuemm
G, on the. night of
Sg? 16-18 four hostile airdromes were
heéavily dnd repeatedly attacked by
our’ ‘machines - with excellent results.
Four: fires were started; three hodtile
machines on the ground were wrecked,
two hangars were completely demol-
ished = and several more. hangars re-
ceived direct hits. A tr?mport convoy
‘'was hit four times.

“The railways at MStz-S&bAODS were
agaln bombed and ‘a fire started. The
railway Junctions at Mainz and the
' docks and sidings at Karlsruhe were
successfully attacked.

“Very good results were obseived
on both targets, and at Kadarisruhe,

ped, seventeen direct hits were obtain-
ed.. During the night 350
totaling 16 1-2 tons in weight,
dropped.

“All our machines returned.”

VICIOUS AIR BATTLE

*'were

Harbin, Sept. 156, — Entente allied
consuls have presented an ultimatum
to tho striking employes on the Chin-
ese Eastern Rallway, demanding that
the strike come to an end as it re-
tards military movements., The men
have agreed to run trains from Har-
bin to Viadivostok in order to make
military connections, but have stated
that they will not end the strike.

The telegraph operators also have
gone out on strike. The Czecho-Slo-
vaks have assumed contirol over the
télegraph offices for .the despatch of
military telegrams.

Stefansson in British Columbia
After Absence of Five Years

Vancouver, B.C. Sept, 16.—Back
from the far north, Vilhjalmar Stef-
ansson, Canadian Arctic explorer,
reached here late today. He will con-
tinue on his outward journey tonight,
and early tomorrow will arrive at Vie-
toria, B.C., whence he sailed over five
years ago on the trip he is now bring-
ing to a close.

Condition of Cardinal Farley
Is Considered Almost Hopeless

Mamoroneck, N, Y., Sept. 16.—The
condition of Cardinal John M. Far-|
ley, Archbishop of New York, who is|
critically ill with pneumonia at his
summer home here, was pronounced
tonight “almost hopeless.”

CANADA'S CONGRATULATIONS

Sir Robert Borden Sends a Message
to General Pershing.

Ottawa, Sept. 16. — Sir Robert
Borden has sent the following con-
gratulatory message to General Per-
shing:

“On behalf of the government and
people of Canada 1 sendgwarmest con-
gratulations upon | thef® magnificent
victory which has just been won by
the gallant army under your com-
mand and which I am confident is
only the prelude of still greater
achievements that will ensure an en-
during peace thru the triumph of our
common cause.” !

With the central powers.

GANED BY BRI

Thirty-Seven ' German = Machines
Brought Down in Fights
Over Enemy Lines.

London, Sept. 16.—Sunday along
the British front in France was char-
acterized by vicious air fighting. The
weather had improved and the airmen
were up in large numbers. The Bri-
tish aviators brought down 87 hostile
machines, At least 28 of them were
totally destroyed. Sixteen of the Bri-
tish machines failed to return.

These .aerial’operations are. describ-
ed in an official communication to-
night as follows:

“On Sept. 15, with improving wea-
ther, there was a marked increase of
aerial activity. Enemy machines were
encountered in large formations on the
German side of the line and there were
manyicombats,

“Twenty-hine hostile airplanes were
destroyed in the air fighting during
the day and seven were driven down
out of control., In addition a large
epemy night bombing machine was
brought down after dark. Sixteen of
cur machines are missing, including
two night flying airplanes.

“Four. enemy airdromes were suc-
cessfully attacked and heavily bomb-
ed, one by day and three by night.
During the 24 hours, thirty tons of
bombs were dropped hy us.

“Our balloons took advantage of the
clear atmosphere to send down many
useful observations, and our airplanes
engaged in reconnoissance, photog-
raphy and observ ation for arnller')'
fire carried out much valuable work.

Phone Operators to Stnke
Unless Board is Granted

At an early hour this morning a
mass meeting of telephone operators
decided to go out on strike immediate-
ly unless the government consented
to a board of arbitration to deal with
their grievances against the Bell Tele-
phone Cb They also demanded that
the company cease its policy of in-
timidation of employes alleged to be
now carried on.

o

.| has stormed three -troqt!y

where 31-2 tons of bombs were drop-

bombs,

insurance.
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' Marked Increaae Repcrted in

Axrplane Work Along
All Fronts, “

————

New York, Sept. 16.—~The Associated
Prqn tnni[ht issues the Iollo-vlnz. In
the mlom theatres of the . war tha
fighting is going on steaduy, and
with added lmutua in | Macedonia,
where ' the ‘reconstituted ‘Seruian ar-
my, co-operat{ng with French forces,
fortified
Bulgarian positions ahd ”wpled Vet-
renik, Dobropolje and | Sokal—con-
sidered the most unpor:m .mrt of tha
Macedonian front..

Farther to. the*eut on the Dotun
Vardar front the first and sevond line

'| Bulgarian positions. have  buen cap-

‘tured by the allies over a ten-mile
section. 'This-successful uperaﬂon. ac~
cording to Mr, Balfour, W an-
nounded it at'a rmm!on of. the Greek
delesstion m

French’ tmein! 95 ¥ advance to-
ward. «the Chemin des ‘Dames, have
gained two-thirds of a mile on'a 2%~
mile fron' 4o the mortheast and east
of Sancy, where they captured am ad-
 ditional 600 prisoners,

American: and’ German patrols ayge
doing the 'major part o: the work om
the Lorraine ‘front, but there Jare ier
ports of ‘a ' possible great ntuc; by
one side ori’the other in the Vosges.
In that moun‘ainous territory-the ar-
tillery fire has developed great. in-
tensity and hosiile  airplanes have
been unusually active.

Severe Air Fighting.

All reports indicate a marked in-
crease in the ‘work of the airplanes
along all the ‘fronts. The Germans,
who quite recently appeared to-lack
adequate air forces, have now sent
augmented forces into the alr, and
“here “have beén numerous engage-
ments, As an {llustration of the se-
verity of the fighting, the DBritish
airmen on Sunday accounted for 87
CGerman planes, while they  them-
selves reported 16 missing.

While +he Czecho-Slovaks have
been courageously and- successfully
carrying on the war against the Bol-
shevikli stéps have been taken looking
to the organization of a Polish divi-
sion, under Polish officers, to wage
the fight in Sireria westward to their
fatherland as integral units In the
American army., It is estimated that
100,000 trdined men can be made
available at once in the Tregions of
Harbin, Nikolskx and Viadivostok.

JAPS CAPTURE TRAINS
ON SIBERIAN RAILWAY

Strongth of Allied Cavalry
Enters Khabarovsk.

Main

Tokio, Sept. 16.—An  official state-
ment issued by the Japanese war of-
flce reporting operations on the Us-
suri River front in Siberia says:

“The main strength of our.cavalry
has .enfered Khabarovsk on the Us-
suri branch of the Trans-S8iberian
Railway. Between Uyazenskaya and
Khabarovsk, seventeen locomotives,
191 freight cars and four passenger

cars were captured. Thirty-five pri-
soners, including some Germans were
taken. There were in addition to'ithe
1650 prisoners, including German offi~
cers, captured on Sept. 6.”

DUNLAP'S HATS.

Dineen Co., 140 Yonge street, an-
nounce the arrival of a large shipment
of Dunlap’'s New York Hats.

It is no'small honor for Dineen
being sole agent in Canada for this
firm of hat makers. Where hats are
worn, the name of Dineen and Dun-
lap are known. The fall Dunlap is
right up to the minute in style and
the quality cannot be surpassed. The
price here is just the same as charged
all over the United States—$7.00, and
they’re worth it. Stetson- Hate also,
price $6 and $7.

iis ':ma1 prelude,.
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Reply by Sec retary Lansmg'
To Austrza ’s Peace Proposals

“] am

by the

’mgovmtoﬂchMSmheh that there
is only one reply which it can make to the
.unpcrinl Austro-Hungarian Government. It

prundtattoshteﬂuuhefol-‘
conference of bel-

CYNICAL- PMOSIT!ON
_FOR DIVIIING

antc in Ralhur 's Speech

s tncrediblo that a.nyt"ling can
come of the Austrian proposal.

It.is mot a genuine attempt 1o ob-
‘ftain peace; it is an attempt to divide
the allies. ¢ ;
The German exeels in direct, st ple
but ‘when’ Jhe tries to. t
as Pruluent Wilson wouxd act he is
clumly, .

Gel‘nlany feels that uhe mu“?estors
Belgian lndependence. R

SHe . intended 'to pay.no muemnlt"
to Beélglum. ’

At the same time: ahe was »qrLeezing
millions of dellars from Rusiia.

The Germim colonies are one ques-
tion ‘on which there is no misundet-
standing. {

Britain stands on one side and Ger-
many on the other _tegarding these
colonies,

Germany means to keep Alsace-
Lorraine; how are conversations go-
ing to set that right?

‘Until central powers are of open
mind and prepared to discass  the
allied views, :mere .conversa:tions for
pracuca.l repults are waorthless.

FENGH T SOISSDIS
WA MLE DVAGE:

Six Hundred Additional Prisoners
Taken, When Ground is Won
on Three-Mile Front.

Parik, Sept, 16 —To the northeastand
east of Sancy (northeast of Soissons)
French troops today advanced about
a kilometre on a front of four kilo-
metres, according to the war office
announcement tonight. Six hundred
additional prisoners were taken.

AUSTRIA JUST ACTS
AS GERMAN CATSPAW

Step Brought About by Rnpndly In-
creasing Clothing Difficulties.

Berne, Switzerland, Sept. 16.—It is
generally believed here that Austria-
Hungary madé her peace proposal
with the ‘consent 6f Germany and it
is even maintained in some quarters
that Germany really inspired-it. It is
pointed out that the German Socialist
leaders have used: very threatening
language to Chancellor von Hertling
lately, demanding internal reforms and
the opening of peace negotiations. In
addition the rapidly growing food and
clothing difficulties . in Germany also
must have had a considerable part in
bringing about the step.

Overtime Pay for Police
For Long Hours in Riots

After talking the matter over with
the chief of police, acting Deputy
Chief Dicksor. issued an order to the
various divisions for the men to turn
in the number of hours overtime put
in by them during the recent riots.
It is understood that the maftter will
be brought before the police commis-
sioners this  afternoon with the idea
of giving the men someé remunera-

tion.
‘“
i)
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. Jondoh, 'Sept. 16.—A. J. Bauour, the
sonal |viewpoints on the Aultrh.n Duc‘

21 4 u ineredible
mr “thls popoal”
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| Fyiddrich von Payer, the German im-
perial . vice-chancellor,” ~ Balfour said,
*this cynical proposal of the Austrian
Government js' not a genuine attempt
to obtain peace.’ It 'is an attgmpt to
divide he allies.”

"Balfour said no one should uke upon
himself the task of rejecting with a light

heart any proposal which would shorten
the length of the war, e also declared
that no coalition ever had been so strong
as the allied coalition, and that the ene-
my would not succeed in breaking it.

“I am not taking t proposals of
two years ago or of last year, but of last
week,” Secretary Balfour said, *“The
Gemun vice-chancellor, speaking for the

erman Government, clearly and without

scure veibiage showed where Ger-
many stood on the guestion of Belgium,
Alsace-Lorraine, the German colonies and
the Brest-Litovsk and Bucharest
treaties.”
Indemnity Question,

It could not be more clearly set forth
thun it was by von Payer last week that
Germany intended to pay no indemnity
to Belgium, Balfour continued, He indi-

cated, the foreign secretary said, that
Germany did not belleve in the’ prin-
ciple of indemnities, and yet at the same
time she was squeezing millions of dol-
lars out of Russia,

“This,’ the speaker went on, ‘‘was for
the wrongs Russia. is suvpoled t have

e Germany, How can t ngs

compared with the dovuuﬂon and
ruln which Germany is wreaking on Rus-
sia now?’

Regarding the question of colonies, Sec-
retary Balfour said :

“The colonies are one question on
which there is no misunderstanding, We
st:nd on one side and Germany on the
other,”

Reéferring to the lack of - conecerted
effort by the central powers, as empha-
sized by the von. Payer speeches and the
Austrian note, the foreign seécretary
pointed- to the clumsiness of German
diplomacy,

“The (German,’”’ he added, ‘‘excels In
direct, simple brutality, but when he
tried\to dress in President Wilson's
clothes. or tries to act as Presldent Wwil-
son would act, he is clumsy."”

The foreign secretary continued : ‘Von
Payer made a Jong speech last 'veek. in
which he gave utterance to words which
were perfectly explicit and quite unmis-
takable, Take Belgium for example. The
phrase he use a very curious one, but
1 suppose it is intended to mean that
Germany feel¥ that ‘she really must re-
store Belgian independence. She does
not say what she is going to do to re-
store Belgian prosperity or that indemni-
ties are to be given to the coufitry she
wasted, brutauzed and ravaged.

No Justice to Belgium,

“But it seems that if Belgium will con~
sent to make certain modifications In
her internal arrangements she is to be
allowed to get back her independence,
“Explieit tho it be, it explicitly refuses
that which we think obviously. just,
namely, restoration of and indemnity to
Belgium, which has been so monstrously
treated.

“Von Payer stated that the German
boundaries should remain intact, which,
of course, means that Germany will keep
Alsace-Lorraine, How are conversations
going to’ set that right? There are no
misunderstandings petwoen the belliger-
ents on that score.

Balfour recalled that von Payer said
the Brest and Bucharest treaties should
stand, and declared :

““There i no misunderstanding there,
1t is in black and white, without circum-
spection or fine phrasing, No dexterity
of dialog is going to smooth differences
of that kind'"

Settiement Impossible.

The secretary said he could hardly eon-
ceive of such a note being sent so soon
after the German Government, thru its
vice-chancellor, had so definitely laid
down its policies on subjects which were
uppermost in the minds of all the bil.
ligerents, He considered it one of the

plainest statements ever made bv a (Ser.

British foteign_ secretary, giving his per- |
Wm‘,
“010. at a dinner, said: 205 P o ¥,

that mﬁﬂum

“Coming after the recent -peec!i of |

| noon tﬁu it m réchivedl the

Half an Hour Afte:J Rec;iv;
mDocmnt Thru Swed-
ish Ambassador, Secretary

Lansing Turns Austria
Bdw:on Allies Behalf.

Wg:shlpﬂon. Sept, 16.~The United
States, as was fully expected, has un-
cond!tipnu!y. rejected Germany’s ptu:o
feeler. In doing  so the government
lias. spoken for all the co- belﬂceuan.

Almost: lmmeéia,tely after recelving

| the Austrian Government's note from

the minister from Sweden, Mr. Ektn-
gren, Secretary Lansing tonight’ s
sued his formal statement. )

Lansing’s statement was :iwn tuv
within ‘half an hour after he had re-
Cefved® the Austrian propesal. - It
would ‘have been forthcoming almost
immediately upon delivery of the’
Austrian note had it not been found
necessary, in orfler to avoid the pos-
sibility of grave error, to make a
careful comparison between the oﬂm
text’ and that whieh was recelved in
news despatches la-t nlzlu from Am‘
stcrdam

. Speedy Dﬁiﬂ

Thub, ‘emphasis was ‘added P ‘the
declination, ff™any were needed," the”
quickness: of the ‘feply indicating ‘the
existence .of mo ' shadow . of | doubt . in
the mind of ‘the ‘@dministration as to
what it should be. . As soon as “Lan:

‘reply can be put in form it

‘handed “ﬁoaﬂuaunm
s """“ 1o Augtrla,

in .the
fiote and
thgy,i!ﬂ&ould be presented as soon
as. it ‘be. decoded and translated
from 'the . French. - = This " conkuried
several: hours,, tM' it was pot until
6.20 ocloék thlt Mr, Ekengren ap-
vm.d. He rotimm wlth tho sectes
tary unly two m.tnutu /
There is some reasonto believe that '
the secretary acted with this' unpre-
cedented promptness in a matter of
such great import with  the  design
not only to indicate clearly ‘he posi-
tion of the United States Government,
but perhaps to anticipate and prevént
as far as possible newspaper diseus-
slons of the  Austrian proposition,
which might convey to the enemy &
misleading imprenton that there was
any considerable element ‘iri the Unifed

States willing to consider a negotigted

peace, such as the ‘“non-binding dis-
cussions, proposed by Austria, might
develop. |

To Sound Note for Allies.

Also, it is understood, there was a
purpose to sound the note which the
entente powers might repeat in mak-
ing their owf answers. All these
powers had gone on record formally
as accepting the conditions of peace
laid *down by President Wilson as
their own. :

There is some speculation ‘n official
circles as to what will be the .next
step in what is recognized as the
great Germanic peace offensive, Gen-
erally, it is believed that the German
and Austrian military leaders wiil
point to the American reply as an
evidence that they have dome every-
thing possible to bring about peace
and thus to try to strengtben their
people for another winter ¢campaign.
But another view is that owing to the
intolerable conditions in Austcia-Hun-
gary there is more than a possibility
of a breaking up of the quadruple al-
liance; that Austria, having gome thru
the form of making a peace proposal,
which was promptly rejected, has thus

cleared the way for her mnext step —
an. unconditional surrender on the
terms laid down by President. Wilson.

GOVERNMENT AT OMSK
AT WAR WITH GERMANY

Two Classes \Mi" lo Mobilized
Asiatic Russia,

Olovannaya, Trans-Baikalia, Sept. 16
—The Siberian Government at Omsk,
a fortified town of Asiatic Russia, has

declared war on Germany and has or-
dered the mobilization/ of the 1918
and 1919 classes.

in

man diplomat, and contended that it
made Impossible a settlement by conver-
sations,

“Until the central powers are of open
mind and are prepared to discuss our
views of what we beljeve to be right and
justice, and for the uplift of ecivilization,”
continued the secretary, ‘‘mere nvey-
sations for practical results are Aiseless.”
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