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of the Apoill^s and Evaogelifts. The GofpeJ,
then, having for more ^han fevcntcen (renturiea

unc^^rgone every fqn of trial, flourifliea in this
co^nt^y, ii^ mion with Liberty and Learning,
with improved fci^nce and the ftudy of nature,
And as the iacred Book is op^n to aU (inviting
every one tQ iearch, and fcrutinize its contents)
whiJe qOfW^fb^d Toleration gives free, courfe
to, the Qomrpverfial fpirit, /houJd any newlight
be ^ruck out by the collifion of oppofia^ minds,
it is not loft as formerly^ or ibut up in tho
cornel of a convent, but b^ia^ communicated
IP i«numeraWe copies, mounts, like the fpark
on fuel, and fpreads into a wide illumination.
This potent auxiliary of kr^owletlge, the Art
Qfi Purinting, 4s in one refpe^ peculiar to quit
Qwn country

:
hqre only it is uuder no reiiraint.

fave that which ought to regulate^very inftru^
m^nt of hun:ian agency, the religious and moral
principle. Taking this vi«w of our circum^
Hiwes, we cannot but be confcious, and con-
vinced, that on our nation is beftowcd a manifeft
fuperiority in point of religious knowledge j
and in this place, and before this audience,
it furely cannot be neceiTary for me to mark
the pre-eminence which. w« bear in point of

extended


