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the country forthwith,—an order ihe certainly disobeyed, as

will afterwards be seen. In the place of this lady, Richard

appointed the widowed lady Mortimer,' who wju his own

niece Eleanor; to her he gave the precious chur[ ' of his fair

young consort.

The scene of Richard's parting from Isabella was Windsor

church. He had previously assisted at a solemu in.iss, and

indulged hi^ musical tastes by chanting a collect he likewise

made a rich offering. On leaving the church, lie partook of

wine and comfits at the door with his little consort ; Hum
lifting her up in his arras, he kissed her repeatedly, saying,

" Adieu, madarae ! adieu, till we meet again." The king

immediately resumed h rt/ rch to Bristol, and embarked on

his ill-timed exped'ti^ T land.

Henry of Boiuigbioke ir.nded with hostile intentions at

Ravenspur, ia Yo^ku .ue, July 4, the same summer, during

Richaru's nlj^f.i ce. His invasion had an immediate eflfect on

the destination of the little queen Isabella ; the regent York

hiuried her from the castle of Windsor to tho still strongev

fortress of Wallingford, where she remained while England

was lost by her royal lord, and won by his rival Henry of

Bolingbrokc.

After landing at M^ord-Haven on his return from Ireland,

king Richard took shelter among the Welsh castles still loyal

to him. Here he might have found refuge till a re-action in

liis favour in England gave hopes of better times ; but the

king's luxurious habits made the rough living at these castles

intolerable to him. Indeed, as the chronicler De Marque

declares, " they were totally unfurnished, and that Richard

had to sleep on straw during his sojourn in Wales. He en-

dured this inconvenience for five or six nights ; but, in truth,

a fartliing's worth of victuals was not to be found at any of

them. Certes, I cannot tell the misery of the king's train,

evpu at Caernarvon. He then returned to Conway, where he
'•"1 bewai] ' 'as absence from his wife, of whom he was very

^ The whole of this passage is drawn from the MS. of the Ambassiides. Lady
Mortimer was Eleanor Holland.
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