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stnicted respecting the Indians, as it ciiuld not hiire

been expected that they would leave their alli«% filk

tlieir comparatively weak situation, exposed to omrt^-

sentment. Great Britain might justlv have ftnf^ipoied

I that the American government would have fiiralthtii

us with instructions authorizing us to agree toanoii*

tive article on the subject ; hut the least she eonld vi«.

mand was, that we should sign a provisional artlch^

admitting the principle, subjectto the ratlficftiioiinif^mr
government $ so that, if it should be ratified thb tftia*

ty should take effect ; and if not, that it shoiiM IM
null and void : on our assent or refusal to ad'm^ such
an article would depend the continuance or iiiBpeiit

sion of the negotiation.

As we had represented that the proposition made
by them, on that subject, was not sufficiently explicit
their government had directed them to ^sive ni eveiy
necessary explanation, and to state distinctly the ba-
sis which must be considered as an indispensable|^-
liminary.

It was a aine qua non that the Indians sbonM he
included in the p<iciflcation> and, as incident tiier^
that the boundaries of their territodeBvshonld be^|«F'

manently established. Peace With the Indians wtoik
subject so simple as to require no comment With i^
spect to the boundary which was to divide their U/ec^

iory from that of the United States, the object cf ilJe

British government was, that the Indians sfaoiddi%K

main as a permanent barrier betweenour Westeite aet-

tlements and the ailjacent British provinces, to pint*

vent them from being conterminous to cjach other

:

and that neither the United States nor Ortei Brihuh
should ever hereafter have the right to^^urcbase or ae«

quire any part of the territory thus recognized as be.

longing to the Indians. Withregard to the extelit «!
theIndian territory, and the bdundacyline, the British

government would propose the lines ofthe O^reenvifie

treaty, as a propBr basis, s&l^ect however io ^^s&m>.
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