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Some Fads
Concerning Petroleum.

T\\\\
wmpI [x-tnili'iirii I* itt-ri\v<l frurii iht- Liilin wnril |>rlr:i < rnt-k | and oleum

(orli. It i- il riiiliir;il nilv iinMtml iKvurriiiK in tlu* crilM of the ciirtli. It

Ikis iiii riiiincitioii Willi riuil in orj^iii or ativ nlliiT w;iv. Ik-iiik found in

.lilTtri-nl rnk fornialimi..

fl IVtioUutn tKlniijjK In ilu' l)itmm'n famih. ni;nU- up of ciimpoutiilo of lartHtii

atnl liwIroKtn an<l a).i«-arintf :i> kh^^v*. Huiit» or ^oli.U. IVtndciim i» h fluid and
nion- or lf».> .iilnrid nuinlur ni ilu- Inlunu-n faniilv. Aspliidl i-t ii Milid liiimnrn.
rilmlium i, tlu' pixoial m<nil>iT of tlu- l.iiutmti irniup.

fl II i". an iiniiiirlanl f,u t to mmniluT thai natural jjas, id^o a nu>niU'r of the
liilnini-i) fiitnil), i-. always found with in-irolt-uin, for it i* ii produit of it^

formation; al-u iliat |ntrokuni ixiMiii-d to air toiui'iilrati-* lo tai. pitrh. wax
of as|.tialt. I'or llr-> ria-oii. surfaif di-posits. or -.i-fpaKt-M. arc rrjjardcd as slow
i'\uclatioii-i uf iK'iroli'uni from ni'arhy "utittTrativon-' atrnmulation>.

fl IVtrnUuin i- tlu- uionI at.nmlaiit and most vahiaMr of ihv hituUH-ns. It i-.

alwa>s tonnd a- an oil\ 1i(|uid: Konu'liim-s tliin. at otlivr times thick and viwous.
Its lotor \arits fiom water white lo yellow, dirty hrowu. almost lilaek. the
darkir rolors l«-in(; more eotiuuon. Its <K|(iur is (generally offensive. |>cnctratinK:
and persistent. Its ehief eharaeterislie is its volatility.

^ I'etrok-vuu is always xirne eompound of earlion and hvdroKen with \ariouH
inipurilit", Tlu earhon '

' ln'tueen HO , d '<()';. an<l thehydrojjen from 10 to
15'; of ihe ton poinid, I'he impurities ..re sulphur anti nitrofjen. sulphur and
tarlion and hyd -oRen, also oxygen, arsenii- and phosphorus, liui ttever in very
l.irjje i|uaiitities.

^ ( >il met! >)R:ik of petroleum as either parafrtn or liffht, or as asphalt oil or
lu-avy, The weights are t'luiirt'l on Haume'ft hydrometer seale. Water is 10'

llaume and the lixed staiulard. Menee heavy or asphalt liase oil would l»e

20° llaume. and li^dit c»r paraftin hasc oil (O" U'aume. more or less. The hase of
the oils is tlu- nature of the sidids ohtaitied in rclininK.

^ IVirideum is most widely clistrihutcd over the world ami is found in all aK*^s
of roeks. Init the eommcreial dcimttits are e*'"*-'''^"> f<»md in the lower unaltered
roek formations of siteeial jwriods. The valuahJe accumulations are more or
less scattered, Surface indications, such as oil Intlihles in wells and springs.
sCum on potids and streamn. have led to the discovery of wells.

Q As to the cavity theory— it is authoritatively slated that caverns and tissures

art' not necessarily associated with the deiM>sits of petrfdeum. < >il comes from
porous rock formatiouN and not from appreeialde ((iK-uiuKs in the strata. In
other words, oil conies from the multitude of tiny S|iaces In'tween the grains of
the HK-k ilsilf, instead of from urn- hig chamber or series of coiuiecting chan 'wrs.
I'lirthermore. oil wells have heen discovered on the uplands, adjoming; productive
valleys.

^ 'I'he usual tueihod of indicating an oil field has U-en to studv tlu- rock forma-
tion and sink an occasional test well.

^ iVtroleum is nc; volcanic in its origin, and salt water is alni(}st u liversatly

found in association with it.

fl .As to tlie origin of petroleum, chemists anrl geologists cpiarrcl, with the tight

won by geologists. The chemist says petroleum is inorganic, the result of
chemical reaction, and makes petroleum in the lalioratorv. But a chemical


