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The tollowlDK la a statement or a lending norker with boys: "What in our
»orld we call play Is tor them Khlldrenl the seiloiis business of childhood. Play
(or thcni Is not a luxury but a necessity, not somothlnR they Ifke to do. but somethlnB
absolutely esEential. that they must do If they are to live normal Uvea," Such a
iiuotatlon is sufTiclcnt to show the importance of carefully superintending and de-
veloping the play life of children. It is not only that play makes for health and
physical vigor. In the stiinuluf It gives to the brain cells. In the gualitles of Initia-

tive, sell-control, perseverance, courage, endurance and unselllshness that It develops,
PiLrlicul:,rly when it takes the form of Wim, name'. It la_\s the very foundations of
true meral and Intellectual greatness.

In the light of such facts how dlscourasing it Is to read the answers made by
over two thousand buys to the qiicstlou asked lu the recent Survey. -Where do
.vnu play?" If anyone doubts the luadccpiacy iif the present civic provision for the
Play life of our boys, he has but lo slaiii ;• al riich couiiuont-^ as the following: "At
home;" "On the streel:" "Down town:" "Anywhere:" ".Nowhere:" "At nei^'bbors'

homes:" and one boy says. "(Jo to movits mostly."

What Is London doing to meet this need? At the prercnt tinu' playgruunrl
facilities of the city aie confined to the Public School grounds and to Uv Public
Parks. The school grounds are available to the pupils only during school hours.
Woiklng boys and .L'Irl.i have not been permitted to use the playgrounds because of
llie noise and damage which might be caused through lack of supervision. The
parks at pi-csent provide, to souie extent, facilities for youthful recreation. There
arc two baseball diamond:! at Queens Park. oi:B at Thames Park, one at Cheloea
:reen and two at gprlnebank. There are two tennis courts at Queens Park and
one at Sprlngbank. Siirin.!;bank. however, cannot be considered a community centre
playground as being .so fa.- from the city It only provides for the needs of picnic
parties. Skating rinks are maintained during the winter at Victoria. Queens and
Thames Parks and have proved to he most popiilai-. As one of the chief rec|ulsites

of playground! is ampleness. it is fell that the public parks are the ...oper phT es.

hi this lufflcieut? We real;/.' the llnanchil strain of the present time which
prevents the expenditure of large -ur:,. lu ^jiuriny grounds for plj; ground pur-
poses, but we feel that much larger use could be made of present facilities without
any consldera' = exjionse. The public iiarks are suitable for such a pnr|io.-ie and In

them supervision of a kind can he provided in the permanent staff of the Parks'
Department. Of course, It must be borne in mlud that under these conditions the
playgrounds would need to be conlined within certalu limits so as not to disturb
the peace or mar the bea:ity of these parks. In a small, formal park, such as Vic-


