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i5 rai 28 THE MAN OF IRON
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and gone staggering upon his way, but in an opposite direc-tion to that taken by the women. And Mary Daa lookedwter him long and sorrowfully.

"Please tell me," asked Carolan, edging up to the apple-woman for Mary and he had struck up a friendship over

^ir* ^T'^'^r**'"'' P'"'' peppermint-oandystioC
what are they, and why are they wicked ?"
Jlary brought round the weather-stained brown tunnel

aM'n J!!' ''"f/*'"'~'''«
»~"°«t. and became aware of
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shlwT' ^'^^' "' ^" "^^ demanded, and there wereBhmmg drops of water on her wrinkled cheeks, and thecracked glassee of her huge iron-framed spectacles werefW She took them off, and wiped them oA^er oldgZ .
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;'What arr they? Wandherin' waves av the saypmsonouB pUnets; thraps for the feet, fiery dhragons th^tate up the bod.es an' souls av men ! Look^ne i„%he face^d your chJd s eyes, ye that will be a man wan day, ^•
get by han-ut the worrud, I'm spakin' to you ! An' whenthe pith ,s set ^din your bones, and the hair is thick up^your hp, and the blood is hot widin the veins av y"^
kape them womids in mind !"

Carolan thanked Mary Daa, and, having a stray haK-penny, purchased a cooked-hat of brown pepperminl rock

Twr Z" °™°°^- =" ^ ^^^^ good deathat day. The mystery of Death and the power^onTvhad been revealed to him. Also, he had ga£ed some sUghtprehmmary mkling of the forces that aA arrayed aSstthe human soul in its march through this Strang Z7dolours, and of the strange and foul and ugly thin^ that hehidden beneath the shming surface of Laef ^
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