
INTRODUCTORY

meed
leces-

Irawn

pes in

ktions

Irs in

cness

id to

khich

(Part VI.) At this point the properly political sections of the

book end. But there are certain non-political institutions, certain

aspects of society, certain intellectual or spiritual forces, which

count for so much in the total life of the country, in the total

impression which it makes and the hopes for the future which it

raises, that they cannot be left unnoticed. These, or rather

such of them as I have been able to study and as have not been

fully handled by others before me, will be found briefly treated

in Part VI. In the vieAV which I take of them, they are all

germane, though not all equally germane, to the main subject of

the book, which is the character, temper, and tendencies of the

American nation as they are expressed, primarily in political and

social institutions, secondarily in literature and manners.

This plan involves some repetition. But an author who finds

himself obliged to choose between repetition and obscurity ought

not to doubt as to his choice. Whenever it has been necessary

to trace a phenomenon to its source, or to explain a connection

between several phenomena, I have not hesitated, kno^ving that

one mnst not expect a reader to carry in his mind all that has

been told already, to re-state a material fact, or re -enforce a

view which gives to the facts what I conceive to be their true

significance.

It may be thought that a subject of this great compass ought,

if undertaken at all, to be undertaken by a native American.

No native American has, however, imdertaken it. Such a writer

Avould doubtless have great advantages over a stranger. Yet
there are two advantages which a stranger, or at least a stranger

who is also an Englishman, with some practical knowledge of

English politics and English law, may hope to secure. He is

struck by some things which a native does not think of explain-

ing, because they are too obvious, and whose influence on politics

or society he forgets to estimate, since they seem to him part of

the order of nature. And the stranger finds it easier to maintain

a position of detachment, detachment not only from party pre-

judice, but from those prepossessions in favour of persons, groups,

constitutional dogmas, national pretensions, which a citizen can

scarcely escape except by falling into that attitude of impartial

cynicism which sours and perverts the historical mind as much
as prejudice itself. He who regards a wide landscape from a

distant height sees its details imperfectly, and must unfold his

map in order to make out where each village lies, and how the
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