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Wjitorldo lino to the town, u distance of six miles. He soott after com*
menced another contract of cli()])[>ing and clearing the road tlu'ongh the
Township of Puslinch or Clergy Reserve. The Comi)any, with but few ex-

ceptions, were then getting all tlieir supplies from Mr. Hhade, viz., pork,

floin", whiskey, etc., etc., s<i that teams were ahuo.st daily on the road from
Gait. By this means the writer was enabliMl to work his way for the first

time to the new town. My father and hi'other being here at the time was
an additional inducement to me to visit the place of so nnich notoriety. The
King's birthday happening to fall on Sunday the celebration must neces-

sarily come otl" on Monday the li5th, but Sunday did not prove a day of rest.

The new market house was only about half shingled. The ox had to be
dressed and nuide re.ady for the roast, and various other little preliminaries

preparatory to the occasion. The day came, and visitors from various parts

began to flock in. The band from " Little Yoi'k," now Toronto, was in

attendance. Mr. fJurnett, of Ancaster, editor of the Gore Gazette, was
present, ami had ([uite a lengthy article in his next i.ssue.

Waterloo, (Jalt, Eramosa, and Woolwich vrere all i'e])resented. About
live hiuidred strangers in all were present early in the n)orning. The dressed
ox had been placed on a Avijidiass in front of a burning log pile and tiu-ned

as on a spit for about six hoiuvs. He was then cut in pieces and .served up.

Two pot-ash kettles of potatoes wei'e liy this time also ready f(jr serving up,

together with plenty of bread, hendock tea, and whiskej-. The entire com-
pany were supplied with a jilain but svuniituous dinner ; the oidy attempt
at ornamentaticm being the head and horns of the bullock placed on a large

eide dish at the head of one of the tables. All were satisfied that the ox
had been roasted whole, but very few of those who partook believed that the
whole of the ox was rojisted.

Next on the progrannne was the ceremcny of laying the foundation
stone of the two first stone buildings in the town. <hie of these was in-

tended fftr a bank. It Avas located on or about the spot where the Grand
Tnnik Passenger Station now stands. It was finished in the sjiring of 1828,

and used for some months as an office Itj' some of the Canada Companj''s
clerks. The projierty was subse(juently pui'cliased from theCom])any by the

late Dr. .\lling. This building was afterwards demolislied in order to make
r(M)m for a large two-story brick dwelling. This was likewise demolished to

make ro<im for the station-house. The other referred to was a school-house
located a few chains further to the east. Mr. David Matthews Avas the

teacher in .his house for the first ten or fifteen years. It Avas also used as a

meeting-lumse or church by the various religious (h'nonunations for seA'eral

years after its erection. The amusements of the day were various and di-

versified. The only thing that attracted mucli attention was the firing of

Avooden cannon. These Avere made of beech and maple logs about tAvo feet

in length and one foot in diameter, Avith a two-incli Isore, and bound with

three strong iron bands, generally bursting after the first or second shot. A
feAV fights Ijrought tlie day's proceedings to a close, and the crowd generally

dispersed. Some, however, of the more aristocratic renuiined for the e\'en-

ing. A ball and sup]>er was to come oil" in the I'riory. The tables Avere

ajtread in the main building, as yet in an unfinished state. From sixty to

eighty sat doAvn to a sumptuous supper, Mr. (Jalt at the head of the

table and the old Doctor iicting as Vice. Wliiit followed the removing f)f the

cloth may be easier imagijied than described. SuiHce it to s.iy the nicht

draA'e on Avi' sanga an' clatter, and aye the grog AvasgroAvin better. The ball

was led oil' by Mr. (Salt and Mi's. Ijeaden. Farther on in the evening, how-
ever, a row ensued, and one Thomas Brown, acting as Constable [iro (cm.,

Avhile endeavoring to restore iieace, had one of his hands badly cut by a
carving knife in the hands of one of the rioters. liroAvn Avas in consecpienco

ajipointed (Jrog Boss among the company's Avorkmen. This Ihown was
father of the first child born in the town. Letitia HroAvn, infant, was the

grantee of a house and lot as a free grant from the Canada Com]tany prom-


