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decrees of the Councils of Trent (admitted to have been le-

gally convened,) were not recognised to be Law, their publi-

cation not having been authorised by the Sovereign ; and to
give effect to many Of its dispositions, which it was thought
proper to adopt, they were enacted in the Royal Ordi-
nances (1).

The Royal Ordinances, With the Law of nature and of na-
tions, and the Ecclesiastical Code, so far as it was sanctioned
by the Sovereign, may be considered as the Common or uni-
versal Law of France ; but the remaining part of the muni-
cipal Laws of her several Provinces or Districts were very
dissimilar. In the Pays de Droit Ecrit, which were those
Provinces in which the Roman Code, by the especial favour
of the Sovereign, had been permitted to remain, and was
declared to be in force, that system obtained to the exclusion
of the Customs (2) ; while in the others, and particularly in

the Vicomte of Paris, the Customs obtained, to the exclusion

of the Roman Law, which, in these Provinces, or Pays de
Droit CoAtumier, was of no force, and was considered only
as a system of written reason. It was long, indeed, a disput-

ed question in the Jurisdictions of the Vicomte of Parisj

Vvhether recourse was not to be had to the Roman, as to a
positive Law, for decisions in unforeseen Cases for which no
remedy was provided by the Custom ; but it was ultimately

settled that such recourse ought not to be had, and that the

Judges were not bound to decide by it (3).

I FEEL that 1 have already trespassed upon your time, yet

before I conclude, as the subject upon which I have the honor
to address you appears to allow it, I cannot but solicit your
attention to the actual state of the Study of the Law in Ca-
nada. ' ,

The experience of many ages and of many countries seems

to have shown, that the elements of science are best inculcat-
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