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Britain and Ireland declare how open We ar0

to the devadations of an enemy ; there is

fcarce a great town contiguous to the coaft,

that might not be burnt and plundered by a

handful of men. The militia, indeed, are

a rcfpeAable body, though I cannot com-

pliment them fo far, as to fuppofe them

fuperior to a French army; but they are

wholly employed between France and the

capital: What is to become of the refl of

the kingdom in cafe of a defcent ? Are

Briftol, Liverpool, Manchefter, Norwich,

Newcaftle, Exeter, Edinburgh, and Glaf-

gow, to be facrificcd, becaufe a violent Mi-

nifter chufes to fack and burn the coafls

of America, and wreak his difappointed

vengeance upon the naked towns ; becaufe

his Generals and his army have not been

able to conquer the troops in the field ? But

the Wcft-lndia iflands are the moft expofed

to be the viftims of this predatory war, tq

which we have challenged our enemies; no-

thing can be more defcncekfs than they are in

all refpcdts; a few fliopkeepers in the towns,

in the country, the owner of the planta-
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