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a conduft fo invariably repeated. You have at Icafi:

forty times heard all the arguments for a Standing Army,

and they had no weight with you. You have not heard

one of them now, yet you fcem difpofed to favour the

meafure.

n

I believe none of the reafons, that have been alledged

for your former or your prefent conduft, becaufe they

are all reafons foreign to the point, and would come

better from the mouths of your enemies. I believe you

to be a moft confiftent body of men, unlefs you convince

me of the contrary to-day. Let me beg of you. Sir, to

coniider for a moment, what will be faid of you, how

little dependence will be placed in your proteftations,

if you openly or filently approve that which you thought

it honeft, for fo long a fucceflion of years, to condemn

with one loud united voice ? You cannot be difpleafed,

if I profefs a fincerc concern for your credit as a body.

'• Sir, no man ever changed his party without incurring

fome fort of difgrace. If you follow the worthy gen-

tlemen, who have hitherto fpoken, you may not change

your party perhaps, but you will manifeftly change your

condudl, by which alone your party integrity can be

difcerned. You have juftly aflumed the title of country

gentlemen, in oppofition to courtiers. What title will

you take next, if ever your engagements at court fhould

permit you to go into the country? •
'

'

The matter before you has diftinguifhed you more

than any other point, as it has been oftener in debate,

end given you fo many opportunities of difplaying an


