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the Dupes of the French, and we moft certainly

the Dupes of the Dutch^ yet the Weaknefs of our
Councils has been a great Caufe of the whole.

For till more Honefty, more Wifdom, more
Ability, more Difcipline, particularly in our Navy
fliall appear, who lefs infatuated than ourfelves, will

exped Succefs in the Execution of our Aflfairs ?

And give me Leave here to a(k, what is Raftinefs ?

Is it any other than a blind precipitate Undertaking
of Ends, for which fufficient Means have not been

provided. If this Rule is juft, it is eafy to per-

ceive, that a Perfon may be at the fame Time both

rafti and ftupid. Nay, that there can be no Rafti-

nefs without fome Degree, fome Mixture of Stu-

pidity. For Difpatch in the Execution of well-con-

certed Meafures is the higheil Praife. So far is a

Man's Stupidity from being a Security againft rafii

Meafures, that it is from this Root alone they

fpring, they can never happen without it.

But I am gone a little too far in Point of Time,
it will be neceffary to look back •, for notwithftand-

ing the intolerable Load of Debt which the Na-
tion groaned under, and tjie fad Profpeft of ftill

adding Debts to Debts, to the great Surprife of all

Men knowing in Money Affairs, a Bargain was

unwarily and ignorantly made by our Miniftry, by
Means of v/hich the Rate of publick Intereft was^

unneceflarily raifed, to the great Oppreflion of the

Publick as Debtors, to the great Detriment of the

old Creditors of the Publick, whofe Capital was

thereby leffencd in Value, thro' the Fall of publick

Stocks, which foon enfued, to the great Difcourage-

ment of Trade, which is generally carried on by
fome borrowed Stock, which mufl now advance its

Intereft:, in Proportion to that of the Publick, and

to the great Diftrefs of the Means of carrying

' Vfi the War. While I am on the Head of Money
Affairs," it will be proper to obferv* on the extraor-

dinary


