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been, and is still, altogether unprovided for in the search,

except by the Assistance and her tender under Sir Edward

Belcher, who has gone up Wellington Channel, where

most probably the missing expedition has preceded him.

But although Sir Edward Belcher found an unusually

open season, enabling him to push his way up that chan-

nel, it is not very likely, considering the time that would

be lost in looking for traces, that he would overtake

Fraukhn in less than three years by following him on a

route which has occupied the latter six years. For it

nmst be remembered that Sir John Franklin in 1846

was in exactly the same position as Sir Edward Belcher

now is, if he then did get up Wellington Channel ; and

surely his expedition was as effective as that of the latter,

and his crew not inferior.

Wliile it is evident that the relief expeditions hitherto

have been too much concentrated on one side of the

Arctic regions—in sunnner, 1850, no less than eleven

vessels were accumulated in one spot—it is not too much

to say that the search on the track of the missing vessels

has only now commenced, by Sir Edward Belcher's

having sailed up Wellington Channel.

The rest of the searching vessels at present in the

Arctic regions, the Investigator and Enterprise, as well

as those under Captain Kellett, are only directed to

Banks Land and Melville Island, a region probably far

away from Sir John Franklin's position. " The fearless-

ness and tameness of the animals in Melville Island,"

says Lieutenant M'Clintock—the best authority on this

7 ^int
—

" was almost in itself a convincing proof that our

countrymen had not been there;" and indeed, it may


