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obtaitiiiiLj tilt' Slip as it Hows IVoiii tln'in, imd also toii^unict the insfcts upon vvhicli

tlicy I'l't'*! to tilt' saiiu! Hpot, so that tlify can satiHt'y thcii- liuiijft'r and thirst with-

out liaviii*;' to over-exert tlieiiiHelves in so (loin;^. Jf life was not so short I

niit>lit he temj)te<l lu're to i^'o into the (juestitin as to whether this bird hail to

aeiniire this hahit hecause its toiiLCUe wns peculiarly tittetl foi- it. or whether the

tt)n<>;ue hecaiiie iiioditied HO as to just suit the lialiit after the hird had ac(|uired

it : for the hinl's t )iiL;'ue ceriainly differs fi'oni that of other Canadian VVood-

pi'ckers and is iidniirahly tittetl ft)r the use to which it is put. A iliscussion of

the t(uestion wouhl e.xeeed the scope of this article, and pi'oliahly not lead tt)

anythiiie- after all. We know the Uinl has this hahit anti the (|uestion is, what
is the effect of it upt)n the trees which aiv! horeil ' 1 have iiiatle what ob,s(!r-

vations I (!ould, ami as many em|uiries from others as po.ssihle, an<l have come
to the conclusitm that the only i-eal tlama^fe done is that a yt>un<;' tree may be

tendered un-iyhtly for a time, or it may even be permanently disfi^fureil by some
peculiarity in the healinif of tlie barU, but usually no harm ensues. That a tree

ever was or coujil be killed by it I tlo not believe, for I have never yet seen or

heard any evidence in i)rot)f of it.

Apart from its .sap ilrinkin;^' peculiarity the bird's record is e.xcellent ; it is

not a fruit or eniin eatei', but devotes itself to the destructitai of insects that

live on the trees or hide in the loose bark. Ants form a large prt»poi-tion of its

fooil. These it obtains frtmi the rotten wood in which they burrow, as it does

not de.scenil to the yi-oinitl in sttarch of thoni. Bt^etles and moths are also sought

out and ilevoiireil, but as this bird's tongue is not as well barbed as that of some
of the other Wooilpeckers, fewer grubs of the wood-boring class are eaten by it.

I suppose if any man believes that these birds are doing an injury to his trees

lie .shoultl be allowed to protect himself in the only way possible, viz., by getting

rid of the birils on his own promises; but for bis own sake he should be sure he gets

rid of the right tine, anil that neither the Downy nor the Hairy is destroyed by
mi.stake. Botli the Downy and the Hairy Woodpecker remain with us all through
the year, whilst the Sapsucker is a summer resident only: ,so that whenever a Wood-
pecker is seen in the winter it should be .spared, for it is most certainly a bene-

ficial one.

Nuthatches, Chickadee and Tree Creeper. Of these we have two species of

Nuthatches,—the White-breasted and Red-breasted,—one Chickadee and one
Creeper. They are all resident species, though more frcMjuently seen about culti-

vated lands in the winter than in any other season. They are among the most
active insert destroyers we have, gleaning their food from the bark, branches
and leaves of trees, and seldom descending to the ground, though when wood-
chopping is going on in the bush the logs, sticks and chips wdl all be carefully

searched for grubs wliich have been exposed by the axe. The familiarity dis-

played by these little creatures at this time is very pk i.sing. As soon as work
begins and the first few strokes of the axe sound through the busli, they gather
round and investigate every piece of bark and decayed wood thrown open, and
from each one gather some prizes. It is very amusing to watch the little Chickadee
when he finds a large grub of one of the borers partly exposed. He pulls and
tugs at it until it comes out, and then securely holding it down with his fet;t he
tears it in pieces and ilevours it. Without the assistance of the chopper it is

but seldom that they can get at the larger grubs that bore deeply into the solid

wood, as they have neither the strength nor proper tools for digging them out

;

but th»y have found out that when the farmer gets out his cordwood their oppor-
tunity for a feast arrives, and so they take advantage of it. As a general rule,

however, they scour the bush, orchard and shrubbery in merry little parties

searching for food, from time to time uttering their musical notes, which always

na

oc

br

lie

w

th

il

lU


