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found as many slovenly and bad writers as herem the schools of Ontario. Go to England,
Ireland, Scotland, Germany or Switzerland
and you w.U find that a boy or giri of fifteen
years of age writes a hand marvellously clear
and legible. Why is this? Because in Europe
Its importance is emphasized, and it counts for
quite as much in the estimate of acquirements
as arithmetic or grammar or history or eeoe--
raphy We also know of no word in the
school vocabulary of Europe-in any lan-pag^that exactly corresponds in meaning
to our word for school exercise book-" scril^
bier. Sometimes a word when traced to its
cngin is very significant.

Now just here it will be well, lest it might
be thought that we are making statements

7rl°l ^"VT *° '"PP°" *»«'•"' t° quote
from the official report of McG;11 University
matriculation examination held at Montreal
and the various examining centres of Canada
in June, 1908. Touching the subjects of writ-
ing and spelling, the chief examiner in his
report says

:
" The handwriting of some of the

candidates was so unformed and untidy that
It was hard to believe that the writers were
actually candidates at a matriculation exam-
ination. Certainly such candidates will stand
a poor chance of being accepted should they
look for any employment in which writing is


